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A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood - for a Movie
Last Saturday, November 23, 70 Presbyterians, their families, and other friends gathered
in a Stillwater AMC movie theatre to watch the new film “A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood.” The Fellowship & Family Committee of FPC felt like this story about
beloved Mr. Fred Rogers and a conflicted reporter named Lloyd Vogel would be a great
one for our faith community to watch together. Mr. Rogers, beloved for his long-running
public television show Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, was also an ordained Presbyterian
minister. His faith in God’s love for each and every person in the world stood out amid the forces of commercial
television, a changing nation, and within each human interaction he had.
Reviews varied, but overall the film brought back beautiful memories of just what made Mr. Rogers such a compelling
friend, and he was a friend to children and parents alike through many decades of work and life. He continues to
inspire us to be better neighbors and friends to one
another, realizing that each of us is part of the
embodiment of God’s gift of beloved community,
which can look like an ordinary neighborhood, an
imperfect family, or an unlikely friendship.

The January Ambassador deadline is
Thursday, January 2nd.
Ambassador news may be sent to:
fpchurch1889@stillwaterfpc.org
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
TOILETRIES FOR STOCKINGS NEEDED!
Gather your unused product samples, hotel toiletries, extra dental
floss, disposable shavers, etc. and bring them to the chimney in the
narthex by Wednesday, December 4. Then come on Sunday,
December 8th to Advent GiFT (Generations in Faith Together) from
9:45-10:45 am in Fellowship Hall. As a part of our time together,
we’ll stuff stockings with toiletries. These stockings will be shared
with the community through local organizations.

Mid-Week Prayer and Communion
Every Wednesday at 12:10 pm, a small group gathers
for prayer and Communion in the Worship Center at
First Presbyterian Church. During the Season of
Advent, we will be trying something new by adding the
lighting of Advent candles, time for silent reflection,
and singing an Advent hymn. We hope you will join us!

Boy Scout Troop 820 is making plans to serve lunch at the
Annual Congregational Meeting in January. Donations made at
that time will help the Troop purchase a new trailer for their use
to and from campouts and other activities. Thank you for your
continued support of this Centennial Troop!

Childcare Coordinator
Erin Lawson
childcare@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
carleighepperson@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Assistants
Mark Dieman
mark.dieman13@gmail.com
Jenna Linholm
jlinholm@gmail.com
UKIRK Assistant
Ethan Williams
ukirk@stillwaterfpc.org
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org
Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers

INSPIRED BY YOUR GENEROSITY - THANK YOU
The Stewardship and Finance Committee wants to give an
update on where our 2020 Pledge Campaign stands now to
our partners in ministries – YOU!
As of 11/25/19 - there are 148 household units
pledging a total of $599,509. Combined with other estimated
income, our total thus far is $675,109.
(Only $40,891 left to meet our goal for 2020.)
Thank you for your many gifts of time, talent, and treasure
to fulfill our mission!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A LETTER FROM LEAH
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong, and
let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!
-Psalm 27:13-14
This week I was waiting in the tag agency in Stillwater. Most of you have been there; you take a number
and sit, giving yourself over to the timeline of the office until your number is called. This time, I was waiting
with someone that we as a congregation were helping to have his driver’s license reinstated. While we sat
there together, I was amazed at how quickly the numbers seemed to be called. Then, our friend’s number
was the one and he was on his way to having a license again for the first time in twelve years.
The time has never flown by for me so quickly before in an office like the tag agency. But in talking with this
gentleman, hearing his story, making a connection in our shared faith in Christ, the time passed before we
knew it. “Stuck” at the tag agency, we had the gift of time to listen to each other. His story confirmed once
again how expensive it is to be poor (time spent rounding up rides from friends, late fees incurred while
paying some bills and putting others off). But the waiting time turned into a gift, as we shared in the joy of
his new job and the hope of his reconnecting with children now grown.
What Can’t Wait is the theme of our worship in this Advent season, beginning Sunday, December 1. As
we travel through the passages of Scripture that remind us that Christ is the gift of God’s own heart into a
world longing to be made new, we will explore what can’t wait in our world: why the gifts of hope, peace,
joy, and love are ones that we should be unwrapping and sharing in the present, in our everyday lives, even
as we wait with expectant hearts for the coming of our Lord.
So often, we get impatient while waiting, feeling like we are wasting our time in line in the grocery store,
waiting for sleep to come, or staying on hold with a customer service call center. In your everyday waiting,
how can you share God’s gifts of hope, peace, joy, and love in the immediate context? How is God giving
you opportunities to turn “wasted” waiting into fruitful waiting? It may be a word of encouragement
shared with others who are waiting, or a conversation, like mine at the tag agency, that had precious time
to deepen beyond niceties.
May God bless you with waiting time this Advent season. Your willingness to wait for the Lord with hopeful,
peaceful, joyful, and loving action declares Christ’s reign in the world.
With gratitude for you,

FAITH QUOTE
"God, make me so uncomfortable that I will do the very thing I fear.”
- Ruby Dee (1922-2014) poet, playwright, performer, civil rights activist

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Night in Bethlehem

A Night in Bethlehem – Sunday, December 15 from 5:30-7:15 pm
Experience the joy of the season and be inspired by the Christmas story!
 Chili Supper and Character Dinner (5:30-6:00)
 During dinner, interact with nativity characters (who will have a special craft for children to
do!) and get your picture taken with the angels and others at a special photo booth
 Vegetarian dinner option available.
 Carol Sing (6:00-6:45)
 Led by Jim Showalter with Marilyn King on the piano, we’ll sing all the season’s best music!
 Living Nativity (6:45-7:15)
 The youth of FPC will present four scenes of Jesus’ birth on the front lawn of the church.
 A conversation guide will be available for those with children to engage them in the Christmas
story while viewing the scenes together.
 Live animals!
 Enjoy apple cider and fair trade hot chocolate while viewing!
The Fair Trade store will be open the whole evening…a perfect opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts while
supporting fair wages, community empowerment, and environmental sustainability! Bring your whole family
(and your friends too!) to this do-not-miss event of the season.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Children’s & Youth Ministry

PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sundays, 5:00-6:30 p.m. in the Youth Suite
Come to youth group for ping pong, pool,
music, snacks, games, Bible study, and prayer.
Retreats and service opportunities are also
offered throughout the year.
December
1
No PYG
8
5:00 - 7:00
15
22

5:30 - 7:15
NO PYG

January
5
5:00 - 6:30
12
5:00 - 6:30
19
5:00 - 6:30
26
5:00 - 6:30

Happy Thanksgiving
PYG Christmas Party/
Night in Bethlehem Prep
Night in Bethlehem

Family Christmas Eve Service – 6:00 pm
This service is a time for all ages to gather in
celebration of Emmanuel – God with us. There will
be an opportunity for children and youth to
participate as characters from the Biblical story,
readers, and instrumentalists. Contact Jenna
Campbell (jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) if your
child or youth would like to be a part of this special
service.
The children/youth will have a short rehearsal on
these days:
Sunday, December 22 @ 10:30am (immediately
following the 9:30 worship service)
Tuesday, December 24 @ 5:00pm (right before the
6:00pm worship service)

PYG Game Night
PYG
PYG
PYG

PYG Christmas Party – December 8, 5:00-7:00 pm
All 6th-12th graders are invited to the Youth Suite at FPC
for a fun celebration together. A meal will be provided.
We’ll also do some final prep for A Night in Bethlehem!

Children and Worship Schedule
December 1
last Children and Worship this semester
January 19
Children and Worship resumes

Today is a beautiful fall day! I love the cool, crisp weather when the breeze is gentle!
We are so thankful for all of the children we get to work with and the families that share
them with us! We feel so blessed always to be a small part of the lives of these people.
I am also extremely thankful for our teachers! One of my very favorite things about my job
is watching our teachers love on our kids. The teachers work so hard to provide a loving,
caring, home-like, emotionally and physically safe environment while also making it an
From Dana Brown,
engaging environment so children are drawn into their learning!
Preschool Director
I am so thankful for all of our teachers.
On Friday, November 22, we closed the preschool so some of our teachers could attend the National Association for
the Education of Young Children’s national conference. This is the largest early childhood education conference in the
world. We were excited to network with others from around the nation and world to learn new things and make our
practices better. We always are trying to learn and grow and we were so excited to see what we could learn from
others and from experts in our profession.
After we get back from Thanksgiving break, it will be December! Time to prepare for the holiday season!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MUSIC
We welcome all to participate in our music ministry here at FPC (church membership is not required.)
For more information about any aspect of our musical life, please contact Becky te Velde,
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org, (405) 624-2612, or the church office (405) 372-5580.
FPC CHOIR UPDATE
Chancel Choir and Bell Choir are in the midst of final preparations for the Service of Lessons and Carols on
December 8 (identical services at 8:30 and 11:00). Chancel Choir will also sing for the beautiful 11:00 pm
Christmas Eve candlelight service.
 Bell Choir will ring December 8, then be on hiatus until January 19, when regular Sunday rehearsals
resume at 4:00 - 5:00 pm in the “Bell Balcony” (Sanctuary).
 Chancel Choir is on break from December 25 until Sunday, January 12, when they will rehearse at
10:15 am for the 11:00 am service. Regular Wednesday rehearsals resume Jan. 15.
FROM BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR ALLISON JOHNSTON
The FPC Bell Choir is looking for more ringers to join us in the spring of 2020! There is no musical experience
necessary, all ages (6th grade and up) and skills are welcome. If you want to be a part of a fun group of
people and make music at First Presbyterian, the bell choir would love to have you.
Rehearsals are Sundays at 4:00 pm, starting January 19th.

DECEMBER MUSIC AT FPC
Dec. 1: Vocal duet by Choral Scholars Amanda Barber and Lexi Ferguson;
Music Staff
Director of Music/Organist
Rebecca te Velde
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org
Contemporary Music Coordinator
Jennifer Smith
jennyleng98@gmail.com
Handbell Choir Director
Allison Johnston
allisonjplaysviolin@gmail.com
Choral Scholars
Amanda Barber
Lexie Ferguson
Clayton Headrick

and violin solo by Allison Johnston
Dec. 8: Service of Lessons & Carols at both 8:30 & 11:00 worship services
Chancel Choir and Soloists (Choral Scholars), Bell Choir, and pianist
Blake Hilligoss
Dec. 15: Children & Youth Musicians sing, ring, and play instruments; and
Jennifer Smith, vocalist/guitar
8:30 am (ready to play): Youth Rehearsal, Sanctuary
8:45 am: SpiritLink singer/ringers rehearse, Sanctuary
9:30 am Worship
5:30–7:15 pm: “Night in Bethlehem”, including The Carol Sing led by
Marilyn King and Jim Showalter. Begins in Fellowship Hall.
Dec. 22: Clayton Headrick, baritone soloist; Katharine Nipp, oboe
Dec. 24: 5:30–5:40 pm Instrumental rehearsal, Chancel
6:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Worship (5:50 pm Prelude Music)
10:00–10:40 pm Chancel Choir rehearsal
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with Chancel Choir, soloist Lucy
Newlin and instrumentalists (10:45 pm Prelude Music)
Dec. 29: 9:30 am worship, Sanctuary; Brett Carver, organist;
Jennifer Smith, guitar

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
FOUND…AND PRESERVED
During the post-renovation move into the new music
office, a little old wooden box was discovered.
Marked “YMCA,” it contained transparent slides of
song lyrics. We don’t know how it ended up buried
amongst things in our music collection, but it has
now been accepted into the collections at the
Sheerar History Museum here in Stillwater.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS AROUND FPC
Dennis Ferrell brought and climbed up his own
super-tall ladder to re-direct two vents in the
Chancel. Now, neither the organ pipes nor the
organist sit in a steady draft, but choir members
get much-needed ventilation.
Thank you, Dennis!!

2020 MLK CELEBRATION JANUARY 20 – MASS CHOIR
Stillwater’s Martin Luther King (MLK) Day Celebration will again
include a Mass Choir, this time led jointly by Le Ann Sims
(Minister of Music at Mt. Zion Baptist Church), Ed Davis (Dir. Of
Music at First United Methodist Church), and Rebecca te Velde
(FPC). You are invited to attend these rehearsals, as we learn a
song from each of our faith traditions:
 Wednesday, December 18 at 7:30 pm, FPC Westminster
Room (choir room) – Le Ann teaches us the MZBC song
 Wednesday, January 8, 7:30 pm at FUMC (Becky teaches
FPC song), then 8:00 pm at MZBC where all join to rehearse
all 3 songs
 Wednesday, January 15, 7:45 pm at MZBC (all rehearse all 3
songs with the 3 directors)
 Monday, January 20: singers asked to arrive 6:00 pm for
6:30 - 8:00 pm event at the Stillwater Community Center
For more information, contact Becky te Velde or Le Ann Sims:
(405) 880-1083, jessielsims@yahoo.com.

“This is the irrational season when love blooms
bright and wild. Had Mary been filled with
reason there’d have been no room for the child.”
~Madeleine L’Engle

Advent GiFT – Intergenerational
Advent Celebration
Sunday, December 8
9:45 am, Fellowship Hall
Advent GiFT (Generations in Faith Together) is a
time for all ages to explore the themes of Advent
through:
 Stuffing of stockings with toiletries to be
delivered to local helping organizations
 Special labyrinth walk
 Several other stations which will prepare our
hearts to receive the message of Christmas and
move us to action in the world.
(Regular adult, youth, and children’s classes will not
meet on this day – all are encouraged to come
celebrate together in the Fellowship Hall).
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Cindy Abbott (Schlais)
Calvin Adkisson (Vaughan)
Landon Allen (Olson)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
Noelle Baker
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Mandy Blackburn
Dawn Blair (Burgoon)
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Rita Breuninger
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Blake Buck
Bob Campbell (Caldwell)
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Marilyn Choike (Bruce)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Steven Cornelius (Fairbanks)
Dick Croom (Knox)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lori Fagan
The Flowers Family
Norma Franke
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Josh Garnett (McCarley)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
Bill Gilpen (Foust)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Stephen Harrel (Preston)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Lori Henry (Olson)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
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Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Nelma Karnes (Jones)
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Steve Kirven (Conway)
Pauline Kopecky
Alice Kowalewski (Harding)
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Tom Kunz (Shaw)
Hank Lett
Wendy Long (Burgoon)
Todd Lowry (Anaya)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Pam Normile (Meinke)
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Denton Padgett (Fairbanks)
Edith Padgett (Razook)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Daniel Powell (Preston)
Pat Razook
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Ken and Gloria Sandvold
Don Savage (Savage)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Frances Seiler (Fairbanks)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver (Silver)
David Smith (Cooper)
Mason Smith (Schlais)
Ted Smith
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Paul Sorrentino (Beckstrom)
Nora Jane Sparks (Frohock)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Jo Lynne Stephens (Smith)
Blaire Stevison
Jen Tapley (Ainsworth)
Rick & Rita Titus
Upendo Kids (Shawley)
Nettie Vick
Emily Walker (Walker)

Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Nona Wilhm (PW Bowling)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Jim Wise
Wojtec (Jerry) Wolniewicz
Elizabeth Woodford (Leffingwell)
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer
List. Thank you!

Larger Church:
Middle East
Synod of the Pacific
Synod in Puerto Rico

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family who
have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Lt. Tom Cooper Air Force (Good)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith (Schlais)
 SPC 1st Class Bryn Williams JT Army (Williams)

Elliott Knox Reavis was born
to Melody & Dustin Reavis on
October 22, 2019
7lbs, 6oz

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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THE JANUARY SERIES 2020
For the past 4 years, First Presbyterian Church in Stillwater has hosted the broadcast of The January Series
from Calvin University. It is literally 15 Days of a Free Liberal Arts Education. The 34th version of this series
- The January Series 2020 – will be shown in First Presbyterian’s Fellowship Hall each weekday, 11:30 to
12:30, from Wed., Jan. 8, 2020, through Tues., Jan. 28, 2020. As always, all are welcome and, as noted, the
viewing is free.
Attendees will learn from speakers who will provide critical insights on poverty, hunger, the global water
crisis, immigration, mass incarceration, religious freedom, and big data’s “dark side.” They will also enjoy
music from an acclaimed piano quintet.
















January 8: Amber Warners, The Fierce Humility of Winning
January 9: Todd Charles Wood and Darrel R. Falk, Moving Beyond Labels to a Christian Dialogue About
Creation and Evolution
January 10: Sandra Postel, Replenish: The Virtuous Cycle of Water and Prosperity
January 13: Jonathan Haidt, The Coddling of the American Mind
January 14: Cathy O’Neil, Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and
Threatens Democracy
January 15: Deborah and James Fallows, Our Towns: A 100,000 Mile Journey into the Heart of America
January 16: The Five Browns in Concert
January 17: Bob Fu, When Caesar Demands to be God: Religious Freedom in China
January 20: Alice Marie Johnson in Celebration of MLK Day, After Life: My Journey from Incarceration
to Freedom
January 21: Mitch Albom, A Little Girl, an Earthquake, and the Making of a Family
January 22: Ann Compton, Up Close and Very Personal: My 41 Years in the White House Press Corps
January 23: Jeremy Everett, Solving America’s Hunger Crisis
January 24: Johan Norberg, Progress: 10 Reasons to Look Toward the Future
January 27: Karen Gonzalez, The God Who Sees: Immigrants, the Bible, and the Journey to Belong
January 28: Najla Kassab, The Reformed Church in the Middle East: Hopes and Challenges

Additional information on specific programs and speakers is readily available at calvin.edu/january.
Questions about the local showing? Contact kent.olson39@sbcglobal.net

FAITH ON TAP
This season for Faith on Tap, we are utilizing a resource produced by The Salt
Project, called Theologian’s Almanac. The Theologian’s Almanac offers a
weekly selection of important dates - birthdays, holidays, and other
upcoming milestones worth marking. For example, this October the Jewish
holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Sukkot were highlighted, as well as the feast
days of St. Francis of Assisi and St. Teresa of Avila and the birthdays of
Desmond Tutu and Jimmy Carter.
We hope you will consider joining us on Thursday, December 5 at 7:00 pm at
Zannotti’s for conversations about people and events who have impacted the
church and faith, and how they still influence us today.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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NEWS FROM THE WIDER PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY
An Update from Dwight Mission Camp and Conference Center
With immense sadness The Dwight Presbyterian Mission Board of Directors has voted to suspend all
operations at the Dwight Mission Camp and Conference Center effective December 15, 2019. In the
midst of diligent work, prayers, and discernment we continue to pursue the best options for the
facility with hopes to develop a model to extend the legacy to future generations. In the interim we
recommend campers seek out opportunities for camp and other connectional ministries through
their church and Presbytery for 2020. We ask for our Community's continued prayers in these trying
times. Questions or comments can be addressed to DwightMissionBoard@gmail.com.

The Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special
offerings we participate in as a church. This particular
offering supports the Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions, honoring the faithfulness of current and retired
church workers and their families in need. Thanks in part
to this Offering, church workers can receive critical
financial assistance to support them through life's
challenging circumstances. We will collect contributions
for the Christmas Joy Offering throughout the seasons of
Advent and Christmas. Please give generously.

The Story of a Friendship & a Bible
Pat Razook had a Bible to share. A Bible came to him from his mother-in-law
Edith Padgett. It had been given to her by her brother Paul, who had bought the
Bible for his wife, who was ill at the time. When she passed away from cancer,
Paul gave it to his sister Edith, who asked that it be “used in a good way” at her
daughter and son-in-law’s church. Pat Razook is friends with Nettie Vick. They
attend the same weekly Bible study at First Presbyterian Church, so Pat asked
Nettie if she would like to have this study Bible. “I see Nettie involved in so many
things in the community and in the church, in spite of her physical limitations,”
says Pat. “Nettie literally preaches daily in her life and helps others in the
community wherever she goes.” Pastor Leah Hrachovec: “The friendship
between Pat and Nettie is a joy to see and a gift to the rest of the Bible study
group. Nettie’s abiding with God’s Word encourages all of us in our lives as
Christ’s disciples.” Nettie is pictured with Pat Razook and FPC Pastor Leah
Hrachovec.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT MINISTRIES
Presbyterian Women/Circle will meet in the Hospitality Area, Wednesday, December 11, for
fellowship and coffee at 9:45 a.m. followed by the Horizons Bible Study, “Love Carved in Stone: A
Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments”: Lesson 4: Words of Love: Honor the Life-Givers led by
Leah. At 11:30 a special Christmas lunch prepared and catered by Hello Catering will be served.
There is no charge for the lunch and reservations are not needed.

PW NEWS

Second Mile Sewing meets the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesday of every month at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship
Hall. All who love to sew, knit, embroider, etc. (and chat) are welcome to join the group. For more
information call Barbara Henderson, 377-6391, or Rosetta Silver, 269-2990.
If you have any questions about PW/Circle, please contact Mary McKinley, moderator, 377-4367.

SEASONED ADULTS

Attention All Women—Save the Date
The 2020 Women’s Retreat will be held Mar 28, 2020 in Lydia’s
Cottage at the Marland Mansion in Ponca City. We are trying a
new one-day format to encourage more to attend. We have a
speaker lined up and the activities will include a guided tour of
the Marland Mansion. So mark your calendars – March 28, 2020!

We had a great group at our November Seasoned Adults meeting where we welcomed Alex Garoffolo,
who gave a visual presentation titled "Dispatches from the Motherland: A Year in Russia".
We do not have a meeting in December. Our next meeting will be January 20 where we will have “Dinner
and a Movie”. Since it is MLK day the movie will be one related to the civil rights movement. Hope to see
you all in January.
Thursday Morning Bible Study
Every Thursday at 10:00 am, we gather for Bible study in the Hospitality Area. As a group, we read,
study, and wonder about the Revised Common Lectionary texts for the coming Sunday. The
readings for the coming week are listed in each Sunday's bulletin and on a colorful card on the wall
by the Welcome Desk in the Narthex. We hope you will join us for coffee, conversation, and prayer!

Deacons’ Sock Ministry
Socks are the number one requested item by our neighbors experiencing homelessness. Our
church is actively addressing this need by providing new socks to our Saturday Brunch guests,
many of whom are facing housing insecurity. The socks are purchased in bulk for $.50 per pair.
During 2018, we have purchased 60 dozen pairs of men’s, 25 dozen pairs of women’s, and 15
dozen pairs of children’s socks. Socks are distributed at brunch on the first Saturday each
month. The “sock lady” is very popular and receives many warm expressions of thanks and
gratitude from recipients to our church community! An order will be placed before the end of
the year to be ready for the winter season. If anyone would like to hear more, please ask one of
the Deacons. Thank you!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Session Organization
The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join
them in the work. If you have an interest in serving
in a certain area, please contact one of the elders
assigned to that ministry and volunteer. Don’t be
shy! As Presbyterians, we believe that the fruit of
the Spirit increases with greater involvement and
more people.
Clerk: John Gelder
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Sydney Reding
Youth Ministry:
Rick Dearinger
Courtney Savage
Adult Ministry:
Kent Olson (chair)
Ken McCarley
Fellowship & Family:
Becky Walker (chair)
Marilyn Waters-Seig
UKirk (University):
Tami Krehbiel (chair)
Paula Meriwether
Worship & Music:
Phyllis Taylor (chair)
David Silver

Stewardship & Finance:
Becky Schlais (chair)
Arletta Webster
World Mission &
Denominational
Concerns:
Bill Henley (chair)
Casey Campbell
Communications &
Connecting:
Kathy Thomas (chair)
Kay Burns
Trustee Liaison:
Cathy Fairbanks
Personnel:
Jim Trapp (chair)
David Silver
Endowment Liaison:
Becky Schlais

Monthly Income / Expense Report
$ 46,565.11

Year
to Date
$ 548,121.96

$

$

October 2019
Giving
Other
Income

2,367.54

% of
Budget
87.96

28,448.54

88.99

Total Income $ 48,932.65

$ 576,570.50

88.01

Expenditures $ 52,414.19

$ 569,576.89

84.36

Net

$

$ (3,481.54)

6,993.61

“O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom
captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile
here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to
thee O Israel.”

Session Summary
The Session of First Presbyterian Church met in its stated meeting
on Tuesday, November 12, 2019, at 5:30pm in the Fellowship
Hall. A quorum was present. Elder Kent Olson opened the
meeting with a devotional thought and prayer. Highlights of
Session action:
 Confirmed the action of an approved small group of elders
who received Kiah and Joshua Butcher (with children Isabelle
and Sofia) into membership by letter of transfer on October
27
 Received with regret the resignation of Elder Brandi White
from the remainder of her Session term
 Approved request from Nancy Beckstrom and Stillwater
History Museum to sell Stillwater datebooks in the Narthex
for three Sundays in 2019. FPC is featured in the datebook
this year.
 Heard from Trustees about a pilot move of the Fair Trade
Store to the former Cimarron Presbytery Resource Center
office, and received their report on the state of our
geothermal cooling system
 Approved a new Animal Policy for FPC
 Referred Sheerar Child/Youth Principal change to
Endowment. They will collect impact statements from
committees and ministries regarding its future use, as its 20
years of designated use for child/youth ministries expires at
the end of 2019
 Approved Malawi delegates’ co-officiating at the celebration
of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, November 17, if they so wish
 Discussed the Parish Paper “Learning to Love Variety in
Worship Song Selection”
 Approved recommendation from Personnel to allow Church
Administrator Magdalena Vinson to carry over all remaining
annual leave from 2019 into 2020 to help extend family leave
time
 Approved the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper on Baptism of
the Lord Sunday, January 12
 Heard an update of current pledge amounts as of November
5, which includes $584,000 pledged so far for 2020, from 140
households. $55,000 left to meet the budget outline.
st
 Received the October 31 membership report which included
504 members
 Commended the 2019 Nominating Committee in their faithful
and dedicated work in calling new leadership for available
terms
 Collected $30 for Saturday Brunch
The meeting adjourned with prayer at 7:22pm. The next stated
meeting is Tuesday, December 10th at 5:30pm in Fellowship Hall.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Come to Bethlehem and See – for families with young children
Scripture, a rhyming daily devotion, and stickers to add to the
Bethlehem centerpiece—come to Bethlehem with your family to
see the story for yourself!
Make sure you get both the devotional book AND the poster!

Jesse Tree: God’s Big Advent Story – for families
with elementary-aged children or youth
A Jesse Tree is a centuries-old way of illustrating how
God’s story leads to Jesus. Each day, hang an ornament
with a symbol that represents important people and
events in God’s Big Story. Explore the story through Bible
readings, wondering questions, activities, and prayer.
Be sure to pick up both the devotional packet AND the
gold box. Two versions of ornaments are available: Black
& white (color your own) or pre-colored

Straw for the Manger:
Creating a Matthew 25 Advent Season
"Straw for the Manger" is a daily devotional published by
Presbyterians Today. Each Sunday of the devotional includes
space for a written reflection of your own, and each day provides a
suggestion of "straw for the manger" - an act of kindness to
practice. The devotional writer, Rev. Sherry Blackman, encourages
using this devotional in community to seek out ways to live out
Matthew 25's call to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the
lonely, and set free the captives.

Words for Waiting: Daily Devotions for Advent 2019
"Words for Waiting" is a daily devotional published by UKirk
Collegiate Ministries Association in partnership with the
Presbyterian Mission Agency's Office of Christian Formation. It
offers daily Scripture, reflection, and prayer by (mostly) campusministry-connected contributors from across the country. Hard
copies will be available in the Narthex, or you can sign up to receive
a daily email throughout the season
at www.wordsforwaiting.wordpress.com by scrolling down and
clicking on "subscribe."
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Worship Schedule
Two Services @ 8:30 am and 11:00 am
Sunday School Classes @ 9:45 am

Midweek Communion
12:10 pm
Wednesdays in the Worship Center
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Christmas Eve Worship Services at FPC

UKirk Christmas Party
All university students and universityage young adults are invited to a
Christmas party on
Saturday, December 7 at 6:00
pm. Location TBD.
Everyone is invited to bring a small ($5 $10), wrapped gift for a white elephant
gift exchange.

6:00 pm Family Service
Celebration of Communion and candlelighting,
the Nativity Story told by the children and youth,
youth musicians.
The nursery will be open for access to changing
tables and quiet space, but will not be staffed.
11:00 pm Candlelight Service
Celebration of Communion and candlelighting,
music from the Chancel Choir, musicians, and
soloist Lucy Newlin.
The nursery will be open for access to changing
tables and quiet space, but will not be staffed.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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