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FPC NEWS - ADVENT HAPPENINGS
Giving Tree
No holiday tree or giving cards this year. BUT…we still have the
opportunity to make this season special for our neighbors. Our
agencies (Payne County Youth Services, Mission of Hope, Wings of
Hope, DOH Adult Protective Services) are thrilled that we are
supplying each of their clients with gift cards. They know their clients
will love shopping for themselves. We are also supplying unwrapped
toys and socks/underwear for infants through age 8 for COCAA Action
Operation Christmas agency families. You can sign up on our website
via the following link - www.stillwaterfpc.org/page/home/caresupport/deacons or via the links from the FPC Facebook page and the
First Things weekly e-newsletters. Donations can be dropped off on
Tuesday Nov. 24 in front of Fellowship Hall between 10:30am and
1:30pm or on Sunday, Nov. 29 at the Drive-Thru from 12:15 - 1:00pm.
All gifts need to be returned by Nov. 29. Thank you in advance for
your giving spirit.

Advent Music
December 6 : Service of Lessons and Carols at 11:00 am
Our annual tradition of Lessons and Carols continues this year via remote worship. This
service tells the Christmas story from prophecy to proclamation through scripture readings,
congregational carols, and special vocal and instrumental music.

December 20: Carol Sing - 6:30 - 7:15 pm via Zoom
Request your favorite Christmas carol or song by December 1st by
emailing rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org –– we’ll do our best to
fit it in!
Closer to the date, be on the lookout for an email invitation and
link to join the Zoom Carol Sing.

Christmas Eve Candlelight service: 11:00 pm,
remote worship only
This service will be broadcast live from the FPC sanctuary via the FPC
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/StillwaterFPC). Though somewhat
abbreviated (no communion this year), this service will include
congregational carols and special music to celebrate Christ’s birth.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Advent Devotionals for All Ages – Pick up Nov. 29th
For those who didn’t order the Advent-in-a-Box, we’ll have Advent devotionals and a few goodies for
children, youth, and adults. Pick them up at the Drive-Thru-Sunday on November 29th (12:15-1:00pm).

Advent-in-a-Box Devotionals
Those who ordered the Advent-in-a-Box devotionals
can pick them up on Sunday, November 29th from 12:15
-1:00 p.m. during Drive-Thru Sunday.
Children and youth are invited to Advent-in-a-Box
Zoom Gatherings on December 6 and 13 at 10:00 a.m.
for a short time to share what we’ve done with the
Advent activities, hear scripture, and get a preview for
what’s in the box for the next week. Zoom link will be
available in the weekly children’s and youth emails
(contact Jenna Campbell,
jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added to the
email list).

Those Who Dream
Beginning with the first Sunday in Advent, this daily devotional
follows the Revised Common Lectionary (Year B) through Epiphany.
Each day offers something new: commentary, poetry, visual art,
coloring pages, journaling and Sabbath prompts. As you walk
through these prompts and readings day by day, may you dream
alongside prophets and angels, Mary and the Magi. Together, may
we seek and sow God’s dreams for our world. All devotionals will be
available during the Drive-Thru from 12:15 - 1:00 pm on Sunday,
November 29. If you prefer an electronic version, email Pastor Jenny
at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org.

Daily Advent Reflections
Reflect on the Advent season each day with brief devotions
posted on our FPC Facebook and Instagram pages. Through
scripture, quotes, and songs, dive deeper into the Advent
themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. You’re encouraged
to comment on the posts to build community and further
reflect together.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Childcare Coordinator
Erin Lawson
childcare@stillwaterfpc.org
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Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers

Night in Bethlehem – Sunday, December 13
5:30-6:30 p.m.
You’re invited to a special night to reflect on the Christmas story. We
have adapted this event with safe COVID precautions!
 Enter the FPC parking lot from the Duck St. entrance and head to
the alleyway to receive a to-go meal (chili or macaroni and
cheese).
 Then continue on down the alley for hot chocolate and cider.
 Finally, make your way around to the east side of the church to
view the Living Nativity on the southeast front lawn. The Living
Nativity is viewable from the car, or you’re invited to view it
socially-distanced on the front lawn. A reflections page will be
provided to you to wonder together as you view the scenes of
Christ’s birth.

2019 FPC Photo Directories are here!!
At long last, the 2019 photo directory has printed, shipped, and copies are here at the church.
Pick yours up at the Drive-Thru on Sunday, November 29 from 12:15 - 1:00 pm or by calling the
church office at (405) 372-5580 to schedule a
pickup time. One copy per family.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
-Paul’s letter to the Romans 8:38

The above words from the Apostle Paul wash over me in new and compelling ways as I hear and read them
again tonight. In a year when we have felt separated from so much—school classrooms, jobs, coworkers,
friends, family, church, carefree trips to the store, favorite restaurants, and so much more—we can take
comfort in Paul’s reminder that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Think about those things he named, taming their power over us. Nothing separates us from God! Paul starts
with death itself—not even the deadliness of these pandemic times can separate us from the love of Christ.
And not even life: when our lives teem with too many responsibilities or new tasks or a schedule that has felt
chaotic for eight months straight and when there are seemingly never enough hours in the day. Life, in its
fullness or emptiness, cannot separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. And not even rulers!
Not what’s happening now, not whatever is to come….his list goes on. His confidence in God’s love for us is
possible because of what he knows to be true: God’s love was made manifest—came down to be with us—in
the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Christ Jesus. This is such good news we must tell it and retell it.
And so we go back to the beginning again soon.
We begin the Church Year anew with the First Sunday of Advent, this year on Sunday, November 29. Advent
takes on an even deeper purple hue this year: Our national fractures are deep and wide. The emotional
bruises we’ve experienced in strained family relationships due to pandemic or politics (or both) continue to
color our days. The grief of losses great and small may haunt our waking and sleeping. “Life is Advent,”
theologian Henri Nouwen said. How true, how much we feel this longing, waiting, yearning for new life—
individually and collectively—right now.
While we are apart, worshiping mostly in our own homes, may Christ kindle his Light in each of our hearts.
The True Light, “which enlightens everyone,” is coming into the world! May this Advent season help us listen,
look for, and follow Christ into the world. While we wait, share the Advent lights of faith, hope, peace, and
joy in your daily living. With God’s help, the light of Christ in you will shine, making light enough for another
to see the way ahead.
With Advent expectation,

“To choose hope is to step firmly into the howling wind, baring one’s chest to the elements, knowing that,
in time, the storm will pass.’
- Desmond Tutu, The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES
November
29
NO PYG

PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sunday evenings
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship, discipleship,
and living our faith. At PYG, we play, laugh, pray,
study scripture, serve, ask big questions, and grow as
faithful disciples. Join us!
Note: fall PYG events will be a mixture of Zoom
gatherings and in-person gatherings. Taking these
measures is one way we live out Jesus’ command to
love our neighbors as we seek to keep ourselves and
our community healthy. Links for the Zoom gathering
will be sent in the weekly email.

December
6
5:00 - 6:00 pm
13
20

5:30 - 6:30 pm
NO PYG

Happy Thanksgiving!
PYG Christmas Party
(FPC Courtyard)
A Night in Bethlehem

Following the Christmas break, PYG will resume on
January 3, 2021

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES FOR YOUTH
On Zoom each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Our Sunday school curriculum is intentionally designed for
6th-12th graders to explore their faith from a variety of
perspectives through their years in Youth Sunday School.
Zoom link is sent in the weekly youth email. Contact Jenna
Campbell (jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added
to the email list.

Children and Worship Weekly Videos Added Each Week
Find each week’s videos at www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/children-and-worship. A
link to the video will also be shared each Sunday morning through the Stillwater
FPC Facebook page.
This age-appropriate worship is a wonderful worship time to engage in as a family.
Each video is 10-15 minutes long and includes singing, signing, praying, scripture
storytelling, wondering questions, Bible reading, and prayer.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom (link to be emailed weekly)
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Sunday School videos for our 4-and 5-year-olds are posted each week at
www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/faith-kidnection.
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink is on Zoom! We’ll meet each week at 10:00 a.m. for a time to check in with each
other, hear a Bible story, and reflect on the Bible story through science, storytelling, movies,
drama, and more! We have a celebration Sunday on November 29th and then Advent-in-a-Box
Gatherings on December 6 and 13. Zoom link is sent in the weekly children’s email. Contact
Jenna Campbell (jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added to the email list.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH
Nosy Neighbors
Have you ever had one of those neighbors who knew just a little too much
about you? Well, in this isolating time of Covid-19, we’ve discovered
we may know just too LITTLE about our FPC neighbors. Is it the family
that always sits a pew down from you (you know, in normal times), but
the most you know about them is how they like to pass the peace? Or
this could be your opportunity to learn more about another member
you’ve known for most of your life.
We’ll unveil a new neighbor or neighbors through the FPC Instagram
page, @fpc_stillwater and share them right here in the Ambassador. If
you’re willing to join in the fun as an individual or a family, all you have
to do is answer five quick and easy questions so we can get to know
you a little better! And when we post a new Nosy Neighbor feature,
make sure to stop by, say hello and fellowship with the person(s) being
featured! To sign up, contact Erin Petrotta at erinpetrotta@outlook.com.
Will you be our (nosy) neighbor?

Adopt a College Student
With the academic semester coming to a close, students can use our support even
more as they approach finals and another time of transition. FPC’s University
Ministry Committee invites you to “adopt” a student to connect with in the coming
weeks, months, and (we hope!) years. When you adopt a student, we ask that you
would send them messages of encouragement, pray for them, and act as a general
source of support for them while they are in school. We will provide you with their
contact information and regular reminders to reach out to them. To sign up and be
assigned a student, contact Pastor Jenny at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or call
the church office at (405) 372-5580.

Saturday Brunch
Saturday Brunch, a free community meal every Saturday at 11:00 am, has and will continue to be
served as a “grab-and-go” meal. Each Saturday, a team of volunteers put together a to-go meal,
including sandwiches and snacks for later. In recent months, some teams have been cooking a hot
meal that can be stored in to-go containers and reheated by our guests at home. The past few
weeks have seen an increase in the number of meals being served (approximately 95 meals each
Saturday; that’s 20 more than the daily average had been between March and October), as
families and individuals continue to be affected adversely by the COVID-19 pandemic. If you would
like to support this ministry or volunteer your time, contact Pastor Jenny at
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or by calling the church office.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC IN WORSHIP
Music
Please visit the various “Music” pages on our church’s website www.stillwaterfpc.org (Worship > Music) to view the latest information and new content, including links to organ and choir recordings on our church’s YouTube channel: (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCKMnnRx849fMf4rrntx9FpQ/playlists).
New content is being added weekly, with some very special offerings coming during Advent and Christmas!

The Courtyard Choir (The Chancel Choir in exile during this pandemic)
Each Wednesday evening since mid-October (except for the week of the ice storm), members of the choir have gathered to
sing and enjoy one another’s company for 45 minutes. Although we have dearly missed those members who cannot yet join
us, we’ve managed to make music together, and have even recorded a few “musical gifts” to share online during Advent and
Christmas! These will be posted on our church’s YouTube channel (link above), the choir page on the website, and FPC
Facebook page. Be sure to look for these posts, beginning the first week of Advent!

Our choir wearing singer’s masks made
by our Second Mile Sewers

“A Little Monday Music” ––

Organ Music for Prayer and Praise
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbRmxlR6cgaPfqLubGV6sHAFZCzDVNAV7
This is a new weekly offering of recorded “soundbites” (4–5 minutes) from our FPC pipe organ. In this time of physical separation from our sanctuary, it is hoped that this music may serve to keep us connected to our place of worship, our heritage of
sacred organ music, and our hymnody. A new post will appear each Monday on the FPC YouTube channel playlist “A Little
Monday Music” as well as on the FPC Facebook page and the FPC website Organ page (scroll to the bottom for the link). Some
posts will include the opportunity to sing along with a familiar hymn or carol! All recordings can be viewed or shared anytime.
Soli Deo Gloria!

Christmas Joy Offering
Each year at Christmastime, we invite you to participate in the Christmas
Joy Offering. Funds from this offering go to support past, present, and
future leaders of the church. $1.3 million of gifts from 2019 are being used
to provide critical financial support and grants for current and retired
Presbyterian church workers in their times of need. $1.1 million of gifts
from 2019 are being used to provide education and leadership
development skills at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping
communities of color. And those are just two examples. We hope you will
plan to join us in supporting the leaders of the PCUSA. Learn more by by
visiting pcusa.org/christmasjoy.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Cindy Abbott (Schlais)
Calvin Adkisson (Vaughan)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
David Awtrey
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Mandy Blackburn
Dawn Blair (Burgoon)
Rose Marie Bligh
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Marilyn Choike (Bruce)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Janet Cole
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lori Fagan
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Halana (Leffingwell)
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Mel Henry (Osborn)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Larry Johnson (te Velde)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
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Carol Kliesen (Rex)
Margy Knox
Pauline Kopecky
Alice Kowalewski (Harding)
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Wendy Long (Burgoon)
Mary Kay Mallory
Phil Massie (Beckstrom/Houston)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Denton Padgett (Fairbanks)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Daniel Powell
Tim Rains (Silver)
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Jack Reeves
Elaine Renfrow (Fairbanks)
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Gloria Sandvold
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Nikki McCollom Shelton (Houston/
McCollom)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
David and Jeffrey Silver
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Paul Sorrentino (Beckstrom)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Debbie Stout
Judi Tarlton (PW Bowling)
Upendo Kids (Shawley)
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)

Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Ann & Eddie Watkins
Nona Wilhm (PW Bowling)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Scott Williams (Preston)
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)
Jim Wise
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer
List. Thank you!

Larger Church:
Middle East
Synod in Puerto Rico
Synod of the Rocky Mountains

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Lt. Tom Cooper Air Force (Good)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING RECAP
Called Congregational Meeting Met Electronically—A First for First Presbyterian
The congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Stillwater, OK met for the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 8,
2020, at 12:15 p.m. as a virtual meeting via Zoom, in accordance with provisions approved by Session (May 2020) for meetings
by electronic means. Many thanks to all those members who were able to be present by phone or online.
A quorum was present. Pastor Leah Hrachovec called the meeting to order and opened the meeting with a prayer. The
congregation met to elect Class of 2023 Elders, Deacons, and Trustees; and at-large members of the 2021 Nominating
Committee.
Please see the table to the
right for a list of elected
members:
Deep thanks go to the 2020
Nominating Committee for
their hard work and
faithfulness: Shelly Anaya,
Andrea Arquitt,
Casey Campbell (chair),
Gary Holland, Rusty Rex,
Kay Stewart, Barbara Stoecker
and Tom Williams.

Elders

Deacons

Trustees

2021 At-Large
Nominating
Committee Members

Jean Aresco*

Josh Butcher*

Virginia Charter

Dustin Charter

Kiah Butcher*

Autumn Cagle*

Billy McCollum

Steve Fairbanks

Josie Leffingwell* (one-year
Cathy Fairbanks

term as youth/Young Adult)

Ann Houston

Charlie Johnson

MJ Seals

Kelly Nipp

Rusty Rex

Danny Vaughan*

Suzii Parsons

Karson Riley* (one-year
term as youth/Young Adult)

Janet Waugh*

Jill Stoutzenberger*

Stan Waugh*
*to be ordained to the respective office in January

Questions about your 2020 Pledge?
As we approach the end of the calendar year, it can be hard to stay on top of all you intended to do in 2020. If
you have questions about your contributions toward your 2020 pledge, please call Mary Beth Garoffolo in the
church office 405-372-5580 or email her at marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org. All 2020 contributions must
be postmarked by December 31, 2020 in order to be counted as 2020 contributions.
Thanks so much to everyone for your generous and faithful financial support of FPC. We could not do it without
you!

Year End Stock gift
If you are considering a special gift of stock to the church before the end of the year, please begin by contacting
your broker. Ask your broker to change the registration of the stock to First Presbyterian Church, Stillwater, OK
and to deposit the stock to the church account by electronic transfer.
Please be advised that the stock does not immediately transfer. The process of changing the registration and
electronic transfer can take up to 10 days. Have your broker contact the church broker: Judy Hull at Edward
Jones, 1507 South Sangre Road, Stillwater OK 74074 or call 405-377-1990.

www.stillwaterfpc.org

10

The Ambassador

volume 62 • number 9

SESSION
Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them in
the work. If you have an interest in serving in a certain
area, please contact one of the elders assigned to that
ministry and volunteer. Do not be shy. As Presbyterians,
we believe that the fruit of the Spirit increases with
greater involvement and more people.
Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Courtney Savage
Thad Leffingwell

World Mission and
Denominational Concerns:
Bill Henley (chair)

Adult Ministry:
Ken McCarley (chair)
Judi Baker

Communications &
Connecting:
Kathy Thomas (chair)
Kay Burns

Fellowship & Family:
Becky Schlais (chair)
Erin Petrotta
UKirk (University):
Tami Krehbiel (chair)
John Mark Day

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson
Personnel:
Jim Trapp (chair)
Thad Leffingwell
Ashley Kirven-Bobier

Worship and Music:
David Conway
Ashley Kirven-Bobier

Endowment Liaison:
Becky Schlais

Monthly Income / Expense Report
$ 48,308.16

Year
to Date
$ 522,220.97

% of
Budget
79.18

$

2,367.87

$ 119,375.33

360.65

Total Income $

50,676.03

$ 641,596.30

92.64

Expenditures $

53,160.95

$ 585,170.82

81.57

Net

(2,484.92)

$

October 2020
Giving
Other
Income

$

The Session of First Presbyterian Church met in its stated
meeting on Tuesday, November 10, 2020. Elder Judi Baker
opened the meeting with devotional and prayer. A quorum
was present. Highlights of Session action:
 Concurred with Trustees’ recommendation that the
chiller (which assists system AC) be replaced over the
winter and the courtyard roofing system be renovated
during Preschool breaks
 Approved allocation of remaining Leone List funds
according to recommendations from List Task Force (see
article on p. 14) and dissolved the Task Force with great
thanks for their work
 Heard from Treasurer Cathy Fairbanks that, to date, 126
pledges totaling $542,172 had been received for 2021
annual budget
 Received the Lake Institute COVID-19 Report describing
church trends during pandemic across denominations
throughout the U.S.
 Approved a revised job description for UKirk (University
Ministry) Assistant
 Gave permission for Worship & Music to exceed their
2020 budget allocation to purchase needed music
licenses so that FPC can broadcast, stream, rehearse,
and otherwise use music and lyrics in compliance with
copyright restrictions
 Revised Christmas Eve worship service plans to include
one outdoor Communion and Candlelight service at
5:00pm and a live broadcast-only service at 11:00pm
 Received the September 30, 2020 membership report
indicating 514 members
Session adjourned with prayer led by Moderator Leah
Hrachovec. The next stated Session meeting is Tuesday,
December 8, 2020 via Zoom.

56,425.48
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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One Generous Life, Many Ripples into the Church and God’s World
In early 2020, the Leone List Task Force was appointed by Session to bring recommendations regarding the use of a
generous gift from the estate of longtime member Dr. Leone List. The Task Force requested proposal submissions
from ministry areas, and evaluated each proposal according to congregational benefit, community benefit, FPC
Mission Statement, and Matthew 25 Initiative. This gift, approximately $130,000 in total, is being directed by Session to support the following ministries and area partnerships:
 $30,000 Immediate Housing and Utility assistance for Stillwater community members (approved in September)
 $20,000 In partnership with Resilient Payne County, will fund Early Birds program to address Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACES) in area children. Resources parents with books, educational toys, and parenting guidance.
 $7,500 Establish FPC Endowed Fund, with generated resources buying/forgiving medical debt in partnership
with RIP Medical Debt or similar ministry.
 $3,000 Strengthening our global mission partnerships
 $8,000 Assist with replacement of Courtyard Canopy to benefit Presbyterian Preschool, Children’s Ministries,
and other groups using courtyard.
 $7,500 Assist with hard surface flooring in front of Chancel and under pews in Sanctuary
 $13,000 Assist with upgrade of audio-visual capabilities in Fellowship Hall
 $10,000 Seed money for project to preserve/highlight African American history in Stillwater in partnership with
Stillwater Community United
 $5,000 Pay-it-Forward Challenge for FPC Youth, inviting Youth to design projects to share good news and reflect
God’s grace out in the world
 $16,000 Assist in future joint project with Our Daily Bread
 $10,000 Dedicated Fund for discretionary use of full-time staff for other ministry concerns
Thanks be to God for the generosity of Dr. List in making these gifts and new ministry initiatives possible. The
Session is grateful for the wisdom and dedication of the Task Force: Casey Campbell (chair), Ashley Kirven-Bobier,
Ken McKinley, and Kay Stewart.
More proposals were submitted than those reflected in the above allocations; all proposals received will be shared
with the Endowment Committee and the Stewardship & Finance Committee.
If you are interested in making a legacy gift to any of the above initiatives, or would like to discern how a gift from
your estate could be used to fund a new or continuing ministry, please visit with one of the Pastors or Endowment
Committee Chair Donna Koeppe.

Helping Neighbors in Crisis During Pandemic
In September, the Session of FPC directed a portion of a gift it had received from longtime
member Dr. Leone List’s Estate to immediately assist our neighbors in the Stillwater community
who were experiencing great financial distress due to pandemic and related income loss. Since
September, nearly $30,000 has gone out into the community to provide rent, mortgage, and
utility assistance. To date, this amount has helped 31 individuals and families remain in their
homes in good standing with their landlords or rental companies, and 17 households have been
assisted with utility payments. Thanks be to God for this generous gift, which has helped keep
families together, warm , and more stable.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP
Grace and peace to you all!
I hope everyone is staying healthy. During these winter months and due to the COVID virus, it has become
increasingly difficult to be able to join together for fellowship with our Seasoned Adults program. Because of this
we will not plan on meeting in a group setting for the foreseeable future.
We do recognize that these times are also difficult for many of our members because of the approaching holidays,
and the increasing isolation. So, we’d like to suggest that our group join together through a “Seasoned Adults
Prayer Partner Program”. If you are interested, I will pair you up with another member of the Seasoned Adults
group, and you can join together to pray for one another (as well as the group as a whole) at least once a
month until we can begin meeting in person again. You can get together in person for a porch visit (socially
distanced of course), call one another on the phone, or even correspond by mail. The choice would be between
you and your prayer partner. I will send out emails once a month to help remind you.
If you are interested in this program, please email me at kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org , or call the church office
at 405-372-5580. I will set you up with a prayer partner as soon as possible.
Have a blessed Advent Season
Kelly

Faith on Tap Virtual Happy Hour
Thursday, December 3 at 7:00 pm
on Zoom
Save the date and join us for a virtual happy hour!
We will gather on Zoom for a time of fellowship
and checking in. To join the Zoom call, use the
following meeting ID: 814 7457 8645. Links will
also be shared in the First Things weekly email
newsletter and on our Facebook page. Looking
forward to seeing you there!

Adult Ministry Committee during a recent meeting
(from upper left: Judi Baker, Pastor Jenny Hardin,
Ken & Kelly McCarley, and Kent Olson)

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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2021 Stewardship update
The picture on the left does not truly reflect the
fullness of FPC’s glass due to the generosity of
those who have returned a pledge card for 2021. In
actuality we have attained 85% of our goal, so
please envision the water nearing the top. But we
still need your help to accomplish the goals our
ministries, Deacons, and Session have set for 2021.
If you have not made a commitment, we invite you
to prayerfully consider the ministry you make
possible through your financial pledge to First
Presbyterian Church. Your commitment helps our
Session forecast the action and impact that we will
have in the community. Join us as we lift one
another and the community in this time of crisis.
A Generous Life is one marked by joyfully sharing
the bounties given to us by God.
Pledge in any of these ways:
 Online on our website
 FPC Tithe.ly church app Search for tithe.ly in
your device's App Store, choose app
with blue icon, then search for First Presbyterian Church- Stillwater, OK within app.
 Printed pledge card. Mail to First Presbyterian
Church, 524 S Duncan St., Stillwater, OK or
email to marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org
Financial pledges aren't the only way we can share
in A Generous Life. Giving of our time and talents in
service to the church and the broader community
are also ways in which we can give. Please complete and return a time and talent sheet also.
If you have any questions or need help submitting
your pledge, please call Financial Assistant Mary
Beth Garoffolo in the church office at 405-372-5580.
Thank you to all who have made a commitment to
support FPC in 2021. Your generosity is greatly appreciated and will help FPC fulfill ministry plans for
the coming year.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS - MEET SOME NEW NEIGHBORS!

Marty & Jane Hovey

Hello,
We moved from Enid to Stillwater in February of this year, just
as the pandemic hit. Marty is a retired Air Force navigator then
pilot. He flew for Northwest Airlines (now Delta) prior to his
stroke in 1997. I was mostly a full time AF wife and mother of
two girls, and filled many volunteer AF spouse, school, Girl Scout
and church positions. I worked part time a bit in various offices,
most recently as Parish Administrator in a small Enid church.
Our daughter, Courtney Savage, and her family, Eric, Corinne
and Elaina are members of this church. Daughter
Kristin, Zac and grandson Harrison live in Edmond.
Before we relocated here, Marty was a model railroader and
volunteered twice a week at Bass hospital. I was active in
FPCEnid’s Saturday Manna Program and led the Senior Outreach
program. One of my hobbies is cross stitching, I have just
completed Christmas stocking my number 49.
We look forward to life getting back to some kind of normal so
we can explore our new city and church. We’re happy to be here!

All adult Sunday School classes will be meeting via Zoom, unless otherwise noted. Access to the
Zoom meeting is available on the church website under Learning > Adult > Short Term Classes.
Lectionary Bible Study
Sundays, November 29 - December 20
Led by Denise Rex
Based on the lectionary Scripture readings for each Sunday, this Bible study class will take a deep look at the
assigned texts, discuss such topics as the historical context and how the text applies to our lives today. This class will
be held via Zoom, and access details will be in each week’s First Things email.

Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent
Sundays, November 29 - December 20
Led by Pastor Jenny Hardin
Join us as we explore the biblical texts surrounding the story of the birth of Jesus. We will use
the book Light of the World by author, professor, and biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine to follow
the Christmas narrative through the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey to
Bethlehem, and the visit from the Magi. The book may be purchased at https://
www.cokesbury.com/Light-of-the-World-2 or you can reserve a copy by contacting
Pastor Jenny at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or by calling the church office.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Fair Trade Store Open by Appointment Only!
As we enter the holiday season, we’re all looking for those
special gifts for family and friends, the FPC Fair Trade Store
may have what’s on your list! The Fair Trade Store will now
be open by appointment only, and those appointments
should be made directly with FTS Coordinator, Julie Bills. If
you are wanting to schedule a visit to the Fair Trade Store,
please contact Julie at jbills2007@hotmail.com

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
11:00 am Broadcast-only Worship

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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From the Deacons
Snacks, Snacks, and more Snacks! Thanks to Suzii and Ella Parsons
for delivering the “Goody Baskets” to the staff members at each
elementary school, the middle school, junior high, high school,
and Lincoln Academy this week. Eleven baskets total were
delivered for SPS essential personnel - a total of 796 people! A
thank you note was included with each basket to express our
appreciation for their hard work and dedication to the school
children and community of Stillwater.
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