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Advent & Christmas

For children, youth, and adults:
A ‘Less is More’ Christmas Poster & Devotional is a fun-filled,
faith-filled way to help you and your family dial back and get closer to
the heart of Advent.
The poster - Put it up on your fridge and check off the activities as you
do them. The activities can be done in any order.
The devotional – simple, weekly Advent devotions to help the family
connect to the deeper meanings of the season, as well as handy
instructions for some of the activities on the poster.

For families with young children (ages 1-5)
Each day of December, lift up a numbered window and read the
scripture together. What will pop up? A shepherd or sheep? And angel
or Wise Man? Perhaps a sky filled with angels! By the time Christmas
arrives, an entire nativity scene will appear.

Advent GiFT: Intergenerational Advent Celebration
Sunday, December 5 – 9:45-10:45am in Fellowship Hall
Advent GiFT (Generations in Faith Together) is a time for all ages to explore the themes of
Advent through:
 Creating an ornament and Christmas placemat for the Mobile Meals ministry
(and making an ornament to take home, too!)
 Creating a simple Advent calendar for your household
 Enjoying fellowship with people of all ages
(Regular adult, youth, and children’s classes will not meet on this day – all are encouraged
to come celebrate together in Fellowship Hall).
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
Service of Lessons & Carols
Please join us on Sunday, December 5th, for a Service of Lessons & Carols! There
will be identical services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am including anthems and solos
from the Chancel Choir, congregational carols, and the traditional Scripture
readings telling the history of Jesus’ family and preparing us for his birth.
Return Giving Tree gift cards
Gift cards purchased from the Giving Tree or the Digital Giving Tree are due back
to the church on Sunday, December 5th. Please see page 6 for more details.

A Night in Bethlehem – Sunday, December 12, 5:30-7:00 pm
**New this year – bring donations for the Little Free Pantry!
You’re invited to a special night to reflect on the Christmas
story. This event begins with a drive-thru; then park and enjoy
the Living Nativity, carol sing, and more!
th
 Enter the main FPC parking lot from the 5 street entrance
and drive to the south end of Fellowship Hall to receive a
to-go meal (chili or macaroni and cheese).
 Then continue around to the covered driveway to:
 Drop off donations for the Little Free Pantry
 Shelf-stable food (canned meats, fruits or veggies
with easy-open tops, rice, pasta, etc.)
 Toiletries and baby products
 Feminine hygiene products for the Red Pantry
 Receive a reflections page to use as you view the Living Nativity
 Receive a children’s bag for any children in your vehicle
 Receive a carol sing booklet (you are encouraged to take this booklet home and go caroling in your neighborhood!)
 Finally, make your way around to the east side of the church to view the Living Nativity on the southeast front lawn. The
Living Nativity is viewable from the car, or you’re invited to view it on the front lawn. Fair trade hot chocolate and apple
cider will be served on the front lawn. We will enjoy a carol sing using our carol sing booklets, led by Lucy Newlin, every
20 minutes!

Christmas Eve Family Service – 4:00 pm
All are invited to this family-friendly service which includes Christmas carols, an interactive telling of the Christmas
story, communion, and candle lighting.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 11:00 pm
Join us for our traditional candlelight service with Communion at 11:00 pm, musical prelude beginning at 10:45 pm.
Christmas Eve Choir 10:00/11:00pm
Anyone 6th grade and older is cordially invited to sing with us for the 11pm Candlelight Communion service on
Christmas Eve night. We will joyfully welcome you and your family and friends to our 10:00pm rehearsal in the choir
www.stillwaterfpc.org
loft! Be not afraid––climb on up and sing for joy with us!
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Announcements
Church Office Schedule
Although the building doors remain locked, the FPC Church Office is
open from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday-Friday. If you need to access
the church buildings, either give the office a call before you leave
home or when you arrive at the church, and a staff member will let
you in. The office number is (405) 372-5580.
The Church Office will operate on the following schedule over the
Christmas holiday:
Monday, December 20 - Thursday, December 23: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday, December 24: Office closes at noon
Monday, December 27: Office Closed
Tuesday, December 28 - Thursday, December 30: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday, December 31: Office Closed
Monday, January 3 - Friday, January 7: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Save the Date!
Ordination and Installation of new Church Officers in January
On Sunday, January 9 we will celebrate the ordination and
installation of church officers in worship. All ordained persons
(Ruling Elders, Deacons, Teaching Elders in any denomination) are
invited to participate in the laying-on-of-hands as we ask God's
blessings upon those taking up leadership in new terms on Session
and the Board of Deacons. We will space out with one hand to one
shoulder, filling the Sanctuary with a visible sign of our connection
in Christ's service. We will also recognize the Trustees joining the
Board of Trustees in 2022 for a three-year term.

Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org
Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers

Boy Scout Updates
Warren Lewis retired as scoutmaster for Troop 820 in October
and Bruce Greenshields and Nick Jenson are filling the
scoutmaster and assistant scoutmaster positions respectively.
We are also in the process of transferring the charter for Cub
Scout Pack 3842 from Richmond School to First Presbyterian
Church and that process will be finished in early 2022.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
-1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

A few years ago, a dear friend gave us a children’s book called Balloons Over Broadway, which tells the story about
puppeteer Tony Sarg and his legacy of the giant puppet-like floating balloons that have become a fixture in the
annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City.
While it’s a children’s book, this story is full of informational details and real photos of life in one of the biggest cities
in the U.S. just a scant 100 years ago. One fascinating fact: Macy’s parade originated as a way for Macy’s executives
to encourage the department store workers themselves, many of whom were first-generation immigrants, during the
holidays. Separated from their families and home traditions, Macy’s wanted a way to thank them and also highlight
Thanksgiving Day as a new holiday they could all embrace as new residents (and later, citizens) of the United States.
This fall, Stillwater has been brimming with expectation, questions, and hopeful joy as we await the arrival of some
soon-to-be Stillwater residents among us. About 40 families from Afghanistan are joining us, one household at a
time, throughout these next few months. I give thanks that so many of you are working alongside other community
members in organized ways: to welcome our new neighbors, stock pantries and refrigerators, help them find their
way to schools and medical appointments, provide initial furnishings, and more.
While Macy’s department store surely had additional motivations in launching their world-famous parade (lots of
visible advertising just before Christmas!) I admire the way that their leadership embraced and encouraged creativity
and imagination on the part of Tony Sarg and the employees themselves. God gives us amazing powers of
imagination, and combined with energy, intelligence, generosity, and love, we can share the joyful spirit of Christ
in this Advent season with all our neighbors, no matter their religion, language, or country of origin. May God
make room in all our hearts to give and receive Christ’s love this Advent and Christmas season.

“Now is the accepted time, not tomorrow, not some more convenient season. It is today that our best work
can be done and not some future day or future year.”
-W.E.B. Du Bois

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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GIVING TREE
This year, there are two ways to participate in our Giving Tree project:
1. You can select gift request cards from the Giving Tree in the Narthex, purchase the
gift cards, and return them to the church. If you choose to participate in this way,
please sign in the color-coordinated folder on the welcome desk when you select
the request cards, return a request card with each gift card you purchase, and sign
again in the folder indicating that you have completed the process.
2. Go to the church’s website, click on the Care and Support tab, select gift request
cards there, purchase the requested gift cards, and return them to the church. If
you choose to participate in this way, please remember which agency/agencies
you shopped for, and record that information on the sign-in sheet we will have available for that purpose.
Either way, please purchase gift cards and return them to the church by Sunday, December 5.
Deacons will be in the Narthex to receive your purchases and help you with record keeping at the following times:
Sunday, November 28 — between services
Wednesday, December 1 — 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Sunday, December 5 — between services
If none of those times works for you to deliver your purchase(s), please deliver to the church office any week day
between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm. Someone in the office will be able to help you.
Thank you in advance from the Deacons for participating in our Giving Tree project this year. The five agencies that
we serve are so grateful for the gifts we provide for their clients.

A note on Advent and Christmas bulletin covers….
I don’t know about you, but I always look forward to the special worship bulletin
covers we use during Advent each year here at FPC. Each week, a different design
helps tell the story leading up to the birth of Jesus, ending with the celebration of
the Nativity on Christmas Eve. This year, our bulletin covers have been designed by
familiar faces and names within our congregation!
Many thanks to Claire Leffingwell and Karsen Riley for sharing their artistic talents to
make this season of anticipation and quiet joy and longing even more special. You’ll
be seeing their artwork not only gracing the covers of bulletins, but also in our social
media and other forms of digital and print communication, including this
Ambassador, during this season.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Future with Hope – 2022 Pledge Campaign
When you think of your future, what thoughts come to mind? I would
imagine that thoughts of the future may include our children’s
activities, maybe a new job or assignment, a dream vacation, or maybe
you’re beginning to think of retirement. These thoughts of the future
are what motivate us and keep us going and striving to make those
future dreams into realities.
When we think of our future, do we think of or consider the future of
the church? Do we consider what it takes to make our church dreams
into realities? For the last few weeks, the Stewardship and Finance
Committee has been communicating with the congregation about a
Future with Hope and how our financial pledges contribute to turning
those dreams into a realistic future.
As of this week, 124 pledges for the 2022 operating budget, totaling
$579,508.52, have been received. We are so thankful for the
generosity of those who have pledged thus far and are grateful for their commitment to the church’s future. But the
reality is that we have a lot of work to do!
The requested operating budget for 2022 is $760,361.30. To maintain our staffing, facilities, and ministries, we need
pledged giving to total $689,711.30 in 2022, meaning we are $110,203 short at this point in the campaign.
So, when you think of your future today, take a minute to think of the church’s future. What does it look like? Do we
still have the amazing staff that we currently have? Have we sold any of our facilities? Are we able to fund the
ministries we have provided in the past?
Abraham Lincoln is credited with saying “the best way to predict the future is to create it.” What does our future
look like?
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Jeremiah 29:11
Thank your participation in a Future with Hope!
Casey Campbell, Kiah Butcher, Ken & Anne Belanus,
Cathy Fairbanks, and Tammy Wasson
The 2021 Stewardship Committee

If you haven’t yet made your pledge for 2022, you can do so by:
 Filling out a paper packet located in the narthex and returning it to
the church office
 Pledge online at www.stillwaterfpc.org/pledgenow

www.stillwaterfpc.org

7

The Ambassador

volume 63 • number 9

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH MINISTRY
Children and Worship Schedule
December 5 - last Children & Worship this semester
January 9 - Children & Worship resumes

PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sundays evenings
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship, discipleship, and
living our faith. At PYG, we play, laugh, pray, study
scripture, serve, ask big questions, and grow as faithful
disciples. Join us!
Our theme this year is Seeing Jesus: a study of Matthew 25.
November
28
No PYG

Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation, plus
Advocacy with Rep. Trish Ranson
Almost 40 youth and adults gathered on
November 7th to participate in the Racial Wealth
Gap Learning Simulation. Through an interactive
simulation featuring 13 governmental policies
from the last 140 years, participants reflected on
land, money, and opportunities lost for
communities of color due to these policies.
Participants considered the connections
between racial equity, hunger, poverty, and
wealth. Participants gathered again on
November 21st to hear from Rep. Trish Ranson
on faith and advocacy.

December
5
5:00-7:00
12
5:30-7:00
19
No PYG

Happy Thanksgiving!
PYG Christmas Party
Night in Bethlehem

Following Christmas break, PYG will resume on
January 9, 2022

Come ready for fun! You’re invited to bring a donation of any
amount to support an organization chosen by PYG participants.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PAY-IT-FORWARD CHALLENGE

Pay It Forward Challenge – An Inspiring Success!
31 FPC children and youth completed the Pay It
Forward Challenge this fall, giving their $150 to a
wide variety of recipients both in our community and
across the world. Many participants invited others to
join them in giving and ended up doubling (or tripling
and beyond) their money and their impact. Children
and youth shared their stories of generosity and
impact in worship on November 14th at the Pay It
Forward Celebration. Each person in worship
received $2 to Pay It Forward and make a difference.
It was a powerful and inspiring morning to hear the
wide variety of ways the Spirit worked through their
gifts. We are grateful for the generosity of longtime
FPC member Leone List, whose bequest made this
challenge possible.
To view the booklet describing each of the projects
and view the Pay It Forward video, go to
www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning

Pay It Forward Recipients:
Afghan Family Support - backpacks
ASL Classes
Casa Hogar Orphanage – Mexico www.casahogarcabo.com
Daddy O's Music
GLSEN www.glsen.org
The Humane Society of Stillwater
Little Free Library - Lincoln Alternative School
The Mango Project – Uganda www.themangoproject.com
Mission of Hope www.stillwatermoh.org
Nature's Vein Wildlife Rescue www.naturesvein.com
Oklahoma Children's Hospital
Our Daily Bread www.ourdailybreadstillwater.org
Payne County Youth Shelter www.pcys.org
Prison Outreach and Water Wells - Ethiopia
Red Pantry-Donate to our new Red Pantry at https://
gofund.me/19614f6f
RIP Medical Debt – donate at https://ripmedicaldebt.org/
campaign/oklahoma/?
ShelterBox www.shelterboxusa.org
Skyline Elementary Custodian Appreciation
Stillwater Medical Center Appreciation
Stillwater Refugee Aid Foundation
Tiny Paws Kitten Rescue www.tinypawsok.org
Turning Point Ranch www.turningpointranch.org
Westwood Elementary Book Fair
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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JANUARY SERIES
The January Series will be broadcast once again to a LIVE audience in FPC’s Fellowship Hall beginning
Monday, January 10th, 2022, and continuing weekdays through January 28th. This will be the 35 th edition of
the award-winning series provided by Calvin University, and the 6th time FPC has had the privilege of
hosting the broadcast. As always, admission is free, and FPC’s doors are open to all. Absent a change in FPC
policy before then, a mask will be required. All programs begin promptly at 11:30 am and end at 12:30 pm.
If you can’t, or don’t want to, attend in person, all programs will also be available online until midnight PST
of the day they are broadcast. Visit calvin.edu/january for details.
This version of The January Series will feature experts discussing a broad range of topics of vital concern,
including cybersecurity, prison reform, biblical interpretation, the promise and perils of social media, travel
as global citizens, the importance of empathy, the power of story-telling, and an hour with the acclaimed
string trio, Simply Three.
To help you in marking your calendar, here’s the complete lineup:
















Monday, January 10: Angela Williams Gorrell, The Gravity of Joy
Tuesday, January 11: L. Gregory Jones, Trusting Institutions: Rediscovering the Power of Christianity’s
Surprise
Wednesday, January 12: Sarah Stewart Holland and Beth Silvers, Keeping it Nuanced: How to Have
Grace-filled Political Conversations
Thursday, January 13: Reuben Miller, Halfway Home: Race, Punishment, and the Afterlife of Mass
Incarceration
Friday, January 14: Rick Steves (virtual), Why Travel Makes Us Better Global Citizens
Monday, January 17: LaTasha Morrison in celebration of MLK day, Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart
for Racial Reconciliation
Tuesday, January 18: Max Stossel, We’ve Been Sneaking into Your Brain: The True Impact of Social
Media
Wednesday, January 19: Admiral James Stavridis, Geopolitical Security Concerns in a Technologically
Transforming World
Thursday, January 20: Colum McCann, Making Peace with Stories
Friday, January 21: N.T. Wright, Galatians in Three Dimensions
Monday, January 24: G. Sujin Pak, Wrestling with the Word: Biblical Interpretation through Church
History
Tuesday, January 25: Simply Three, Simply Three in Concert & Conversation
Wednesday, January 26: Col. Nicole Malachowski, Harnessing Headwinds of Change
Thursday, January 27: Brad Montague, Becoming Better Grownups
Friday, January 28: Gary Schmidt, In the Tangles of Our Minds: Why Stories Move Us

For details on each program and presenter, visit calvin.edu/january.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Prayer Concerns
Lavon Alexander
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
David Awtrey
Baker
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Zella Beers
Mandy Blackburn
Rose Marie Bligh
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Conrado and Miriam (Hardin)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Sara Davies
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Eva Elassi
Lori Fagan
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Omar Garcia (Beckstrom)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Halana (Leffingwell)
George Hannon family (Garoffolo)
Marlene Hanson
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Nikki Hoffman
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Dorothy Johnson
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Larry Johnson (te Velde)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Margy Knox
Pauline Kopecky
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Tracie Lively
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Don McCall
Larry McDonald
Stephanie McMillan
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
The Moore Family (Campbell)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Susan Nance
Michelle Nickolson
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Our Service Men & Women (Kraemer)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Daniel Powell
Paul Quarles
Tim Rains
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Jack Reeves
Sara Roberts
Cooper Russell (Savage)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)
Jamie Stephens
Marla & Roger Stephens
Christine Stone
Debbie Stout
Phyllis Taylor
Reed Taylor
Upendo Kids (Shawley)

Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Lynda Williams
Scott Williams
Jim Wise

Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer List.
Thank you!

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler/Broyles)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)
In Memoriam
James Elmer Williams
Joined First Presbyterian Church
April 10, 1964
Entered the Church Triumphant
October 9, 2021
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.”

In Memoriam
Diane Newlin
Born
April 4, 1938
Entered the Church Triumphant
October 16, 2021
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.”
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
PW NEWS
At the November PW/Circle meeting Leah
led the Horizons Bible Study, What My
Grandmothers Taught Me, Lesson Three:
Rahab. Following the lesson, the women
celebrated the Thank Offering which is one
of Presbyterian Women’s two offerings.
Received in the fall each year, it gives
women a tangible way to express their gratitude for the
special blessings in their lives. Thank Offering Grants range
from $5,000 to $50,000. At least 40 percent of the offering
funds health ministries. In 2020 Stillwater Domestic
Violence Services received a $5,000 grant for Shelter the
Children. $376.00 was collected for this offering.
The women are currently participating in filling five laundry
baskets with non-perishable food items for five apartments
which will house Afghan families who will be arriving in
Stillwater in the near future. Five $50 gift cards will also be
purchased for use at the Himalayan Market.

Couple Checkup
Resumes in January

Seasoned Adults
We had a great turnout at our November Seasoned
Adults program. A big thank you to Miriam Young
for a great presentation and for preparing a
wonderful authentic Moroccan meal for the group.
We will not have a program in December, but we
will have a program on January 17 for MLK Day.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas
Season.
~Kelly, Older Adult Ministries Coordinator

PW/Circle will meet Wednesday, December 8, at 10:00 a.m.
in Fellowship Hall. Leah will lead the Bible Study, Lesson
Four: Ruth and Loyal Love.
All women and guests are welcome! If you have any
questions about PW/Circle please contact Mary McKinley,
moderator, at 405-377-4367.
The environment matters. Since 2016,
the First Presbyterian Church,
Stillwater, has been certified by the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) Hunger
Program as an Earth Care
Congregation. If you are interested in
learning more about how we can be
better stewards of the earth, please join the Earth Care
Team at 5:30 on the 3rd Thursday of each month (currently
meeting via Zoom).
For more information contact: Rev. Jenny Hardin
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or Ann Houston
annchouston1@gmail.com

Faith on Tap meets Thursdays
December 2, January 6, February 2
Join us for this monthly fellowship gathering where
we discuss topics that are pertinent to our faith.
Contact Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin for more
information.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES









Lectionary Bible Study - Thursdays at 10:30 am in Fellowship Hall
January Series - throughout the month of January at 11:30 am in Fellowship Hall (see insert)
Faith on Tap - First Thursday every month, 7:30 pm at Zannotti’s
Presbyterian Women - Second Wednesday every month at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall
Earth Care - Third Thursday every month, 5:30 pm on Zoom
Antiracism Group - Fourth Wednesday every month, 6:30 pm on Zoom (see page 19)
Couple Checkup - Fourth Sunday every month, 4:00 pm on the Southeast Porch
Delivered into Covenant - Thursdays, beginning February 3 at 12:00 pm on Zoom (look for more information
in the next Ambassador)

Sunday school resumes on Sunday, January 9 at 9:45 am



Feasting on the Word - in the Upper Room (south end of the upstairs hallway), led by Denise Rex
Faith and Art - January 9 - February 13, led by Belinda Bruner

A

s in past years, the Worship Committee will decorate the church with
poinsettias for the Christmas season. If you would like to help with the
purchase of these, please fill out the form below and return it with payment
in the offering plate or the Church Office by Monday, December 13.
1) Please print below EXACTLY as you would like it to appear in the bulletin (December 19, 24, 26):
To the Glory of God and the Christmas season, today’s flowers are given by
_____________________________________________________
(your name(s) as you want it printed)
(choose one)

 in memory of

 in celebration of

 in honor of

(name, event, etc.) ______________________________________________________

2) Include your payment marked “Poinsettia.”(Make checks payable to “First Presbyterian Church”)
# of poinsettias ________ x $12.50/each = $ _______ total enclosed Check Cash
Your Name:__________________________________________________
3) Please check one:
 I/We will take a poinsettia(s) home after the December 24, 11:00 pm service.
 Please use my contribution to purchase poinsettias for the sanctuary that will be distributed to
members by the Deacons at Christmas. I understand that any remaining money beyond what is
needed for distribution will be used for the Christmas Joy Offering.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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SESSION
Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them
in the work. If you have an interest in serving in a
certain area, please contact one of the elders assigned
to that ministry to learn more or to volunteer.

The Session met in its stated meeting on Tuesday, November 9,
2021 at 5:30pm by electronic means (via Zoom). A quorum was
present. Elder Jill Stoutzenberger gave an opening devotional and
prayer. Highlights of Session action:


Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org



Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom
Karsen Riley

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Kiah Butcher
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Rusty Rex
Courtney Savage

Communications &
Connecting:
Kiah Butcher (chair)
Jill Stoutzenberger

Adult Ministry:
Judi Baker
Fellowship & Family:
Jean Aresco
UKirk (University):
John Mark Day
Worship and Music:
David Conway (chair)



Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson



Personnel:
Thad Leffingwell (chair)
John Mark Day
Kiah Butcher
Endowment Liaison:
David Conway

World Mission and
Denominational Concerns: Nominating Committee:
Rusty Rex
Kathy Thomas

Monthly Income / Expense Report
October 2021
Giving
Other
Income

$

53,678.58

$

3,157.47

Year
% of
to Date
Budget
$ 577,242.89 90.39
29,887.84

100.85

Total Income $

56,836.05 $ 607,130.73

90.86

Expenditures $

66,677.20 $ 593,143.33

82.03

Net

(9,841.15) $

$

$

13,987.40





Approved a request from Mabrie Baldwin, Josie Leffingwell,
and Karsen Riley to begin a GoFund Me campaign to raise
funds within and outside the congregation for a Red Pantry
addition to FPC’s Little Free Pantry. The Red Pantry supplies
period/menstrual products to neighbors in need.
Appointed Elder David Conway to the Endowment
Committee for a 6-year term beginning January 2022, upon
recommendation from the Endowment Committee
Approved directing Medical Debt Relief endowment resource
funds in 2021 to specific Oklahoma medical debt relief
campaign, upon recommendation from the Endowment
Committee
Received an update from Stewardship & Finance and Church
Treasurer on status of A Future with Hope Stewardship
Campaign. Additional renewing and new pledges are needed
to meet ministry needs in 2022
Received the August 31, 2021 membership report indicating
520 members
Approved an in-person Session meeting for next stated
meeting on Tuesday, December 14

The meeting concluded with prayer by Pastor Leah Hrachovec,
moderator. The next stated Session meeting is Tuesday,
December 14, 2021 at 5:30pm in Fellowship Hall.

Questions about your 2021 Pledge?
As we approach the end of the calendar year, it can be hard to
stay on top of all you intended to do in 2021. If you have
questions about your contributions toward your 2021 pledge,
please contact Mary Beth Garoffolo in the church office 405-3725580 or by email at marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org.
All 2021 contributions must be postmarked by December 31,
2021 in order to be counted as 2021 contributions. If you are
bringing your contribution to the church, please do so before
Christmas. Church office hours will be shortened between
Christmas & New Year's.
Thanks so much to everyone for your generous and faithful
financial support of FPC. We could not do it without you!!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SUMMARY
The congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Those elected as Deacon to the Board of
Stillwater, OK met for the Congregational
Deacons for a three-year term, unless otherwise
Meeting on Sunday, October 31, 2021, at 12:15 stated:
p.m. as a meeting by electronic means via Zoom,  Mabrie Baldwin (youth/YA one-year term)
with a large number meeting within the
 Anne Belanus
Sanctuary. A quorum was present. Leah
 Sharon Bennett
Hrachovec called the meeting to order and
 Mary Emmett (unexpired one-year term)
opened the meeting with a prayer. The purpose
 Gary Holland (unexpired one-year term)
of the meeting was to elect elders, deacons,
 Jimmy Oliver
trustees for three year terms and unexpired
 Ava Osborn
terms, and elect at-large members of the 2022
 Gerald Stangl
nominating committee.
 Ann Watkins
Rusty Rex, 2021 co-chair of the nominations
Those elected as Trustees to a three-year term:
committee presented the slate of nominees for
 Andrea Arquitt
Elders, Deacons, and Trustees. There were no
 John Houck
additional nominations from the floor for any of
A ten-member slate was presented to the
the above offices.
congregation to vote for five (5) at-large
Those elected as Ruling Elder for a three year
members to serve on the 2022 Nominating
term, unless otherwise stated:
Committee. Those elected:
 Ken Belanus
 Dustin Charter
 Belinda Bruner
 Judy Ferrell
 Kathy Essmiller
 Eric Savage
 Mark Howard
 Rosetta Silver
 Nate Ingram (youth/YA one-year term)
 Kay Stewart
 Donna Koeppe
The Nominating Committee and the
 Tim Krehbiel
congregation is grateful for the willingness of all
 Kelly McCarley (unexpired one-year term)
those nominated for their willingness to serve.

Year End Stock gifts
If you are considering a special gift of stock to the church before the end of the year, please
begin by contacting your broker. Ask your broker to change the registration of the stock to
First Presbyterian Church, Stillwater, OK and to deposit the stock to the church account at
Edward Jones by electronic transfer. Our church broker is Judy Hull at Edward Jones, 1507
South Sangre Road, Stillwater OK 74074 or call her at 405-377-1990.
Please be advised that the stock does not immediately transfer. The process of changing the
registration and electronic transfer can take up to 10 days.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC & WORSHIP AT FPC
Anniversary Organ Recital
It has been my great joy and privilege to serve this congregation for 30
years, and also to see huge improvements to our pipe organ over that
time. This year, that personal milestone and the organ’s 65th anniversary
coincided, as well as a major organ renovation in August. At last, Reuter
Op. 1125 has reached its full potential tonally and enters its next decades
of service in good health! (Details at www.stillwaterfpc.org, go to
Worship>Music>Organ)
It was a thrill to perform our Fall 2021 Soli Deo Gloria concert on October
24 for a large, enthusiastic audience who sang their hearts out as we
celebrated not just all of the above, but also the joy of hearing and making
live music together! The recital was recorded and can be viewed here:
*link+ Thanks to Magdalena Vinson for her assistance with the recording!



Thank You…
 Leah and FPC for the incredibly
beautiful cutting board, wine glasses
and bottle opener inscribed with
“Soli Deo Gloria–30 years” by James
Causley! I will treasure them always Recital photo by C. Conway
 All who left donations to the Joy Smith Endowment fund in support of future
Soli Deo Gloria events!
 To all who, through many gifts large and small over the past 13 years, made
the organ’s repairs and new Trompette rank possible! Special thanks to the
Allene Rife Brown Foundation for its timely gift that allowed the work to be completed this year!
All who came to the recital, and all who have shared dear personal messages! I am deeply grateful and humbled.
Soli Deo Gloria!!

December music






Dec. 5 – identical services of Lessons & Carols at 8:30 and 11:00 am
Dec. 12 – one service 11:00 am with special instrumental music
Dec. 19 – one service 11:00 am with Chancel Choir
Dec. 24 – 4:00 pm Family Service, youth musicians
Dec. 24 – 11:00 pm Candlelight Service with Chancel Choir, Lucy Newlin, soloist, and instrumentalists
Jonathon Knopfel, flute, Magdalena Vinson, violin, and Samantha Kerns, cello
 Dec. 26 – one service at 11:00 am, cantor/soloist MaryEllen Bush

Chancel Choir
The choir is excited to present numerous musical offerings for the Service of Lessons and Carols on December 5. The
congregation has an active role in this service! Please plan to attend at either 8:30 am or 11:00 am to hear and sing the
Christmas story from prophecy to proclamation. Thanks be to God that this year we can join our voices once again to
ponder and celebrate God’s gift of Emmanuel, “God with us”!
The choir will be on holiday break December 26 through January 9. Rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, January 12.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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NEW MEMBER HIGHLIGHT
Meet one of our newest members: Eric Windhausen!
A little from Eric to help you get to know him:
"My hobbies include cooking, baking, reading, jigsaw puzzles, writing,
listening to music and gaming (board games, card games, role playing
games).
I wrote a 550 page novel during the first year of the pandemic. Writing this
reminds me of the necessity of editing it.
I have my Master's degree in Curriculum from the University of Tennessee.
Once I get the ok to go to work, I'm hoping to start teaching.
My old church was Bethel Presbyterian in Kingston Tennessee. I was an Elder
there for four years, and learned a great deal. I was also the volunteer
coordinator for Family Promise, and taught Sunday school to the middle and
high school age groups. I occasionally cooked meals for the church. My
pecan pie used to command a pretty high price at the silent auction every
fall.
One of the things that has really endeared me to FPC Stillwater is how
similar it feels to my last church. Despite outward appearances, I'm pretty introverted, and I felt so welcome here. It
really did feel like coming home. Stillwater feels like such a small town for having a major university located here. I
like that it seems easy to navigate my way around considering the short time I've lived here. I've rarely encountered
anyone that was anything but kind, Having spent a month in the hospital, and three months with daily doctor visits
since, people have done a great job in keeping me positive. That includes this church family."
"Hopes for the church? Well. I hope to find opportunities to participate in the various ministries and church activities
once I'm better equipped to do so. I hope this church continues to find and minister to those who don't have a church
home. Those people young and old who have been disenfranchised with organized religion. There are so many ways
those people can find a home at FPC, both traditionally and non-traditionally.
I would like to see a church family that is mindful and welcoming. It is this atmosphere that allowed me to find and
love this church."
Welcome, Eric! We are glad you are here.

Trustee Highlight
The Board of Trustees received a report from Gose & Associates after walking the church grounds and inspecting the
building with Roger Gose, PE. The primary issues found were with water entering the building. The Trustees have
already started looking into solving some of the issues highlighted in the report.
Looking forward to 2022, there is an expected increase in utility costs due to the winter storms this past winter. Early
next year there will be work completed in the Sanctuary to add flooring to the concrete areas. The work is not
expected to disrupt Sunday worship.
If you notice any property issues around the church, please let one of the Trustees know. We do weekly
walkthroughs of the church, but we might still miss things.
Board of Trustees: Mike Woods, Billy McCollom, Dennis Ferrell, Tammy Wasson, Virginia Charter,
www.stillwaterfpc.org
and Andrea Arquitt. Session Liaison: Charlie Johnson
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FPC OUTREACH
Welcoming New Neighbors - Afghan Families

As most of you know, approximately 40 Afghan families will be coming
to Stillwater within the next couple of months. Catholic Charities of
Eastern Oklahoma is the major agency in charge of coordinating this
historical event. Several churches in Stillwater are working with the
Catholic Church to make this resettlement a success. This is truly an
ecumenical event. OSU is also very involved in this as most of the
Afghan families will be housed in university housing that usually houses
international students and the School of Global Studies and
Partnerships will be offering English classes to all interested Afghans
beginning in January. We are expecting our first two families to arrive
in the very near future. Each family will be assigned a local family to
assist them in their resettlement. Some of our church families are
providing that assistance and others would be welcomed to participate
in that very meaningful activity. It is likely that these Afghan families
will become permanent residents of Stillwater.
Our goal is to give them all the help they will need for several months
in making this very difficult transition. In most cases they will be leaving
many extended family members back in Afghanistan. There are many
other ways in which you can get involved in this program including
purchasing gift cards from the Himalayan Grocery Store or Walmart in
$50.00 increments, providing suggested furniture needs, school
supplies, monetary gifts, etc. The specific needs are posted on our
church website. Also, on the church web site is information under the
title ‘Who Are Afghans’. We would encourage you to read this
introduction to Afghan culture and get involved in this very important
happening in our community. For more information about how to get
involved and help welcome our new neighbors, contact Rev. Jenny
Hardin at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or 405-372-5580.

We are seeking volunteers with pick-up
trucks to help pick up our monthly order
from the regional food bank in the new year.
Food Bank Order Pick-up Pickup
Alternatively, if you don’t have a pick-up
truck and would like to help, we can also use
some extra hands to help unload at the
Fellowship Hall and stock our pantries!
Food Bank Order Unload and Shelve
Or you can contact Associate Pastor Jenny
Hardin at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or
405-372-5580 to sign up to help.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ANTI-RACISM GROUP
Becoming an Antiracist
One of our initiatives as a church
should be to understand our long
history of racism as a nation. Along
that line of thought, our church has
decided to become a Matthew 25
congregation which embraces three
main themes:
1. Building congregational vitality
2. Dismantling structural racism
3. Eradicating systemic poverty
Our group was organized by Kay
Stewart and Linda Burks in July 2020 to meet about once a month by Zoom to discuss racism in its many forms and,
more to the point, learn how we can become antiracists. Antiracism embraces the idea that racism is “baked into”
our society and has become a way of life we need to understand so that racism can be de-constructed. We’d very
much like to have others join us for in-depth conversations that try to understand how our history has led us to our
present state and what we might be able to do about it.
We started with a 21 Day Challenge in a text titled Facing Racism, a study guide that talks about how to dismantle
structural racism and includes a review of the PC(USA) antiracism policy.
The outgrowth of those discussions led us to an in-depth review of the book, How to be an Antiracist, by Ibram X.
Kendi. In it, we learned what is a racist and what are the attributes of a successful antiracist. We’ve had other
discussions about the Stillwater Public Schools Board Resolution on Racial Matters, a fun meeting with PYG about
their studies, and quite a bit of Stillwater Black History and the area between 9th and 12th where so many Black
residents were clustered by years of segregation. (The Washington School has become a focus for efforts to repurpose it as a historical landmark and a possible museum.) Most importantly, however, we’re learning what we can
do: be curious, deconstruct our differences, and acknowledge our biases and privileges of whiteness.
Join us for a change! We meet by Zoom once a month, usually on the 4 th Wednesday at 6:30pm (starting back up in
January, 2022)
Image from Anti-Racist Baby by Ibram X. Kendi

Christmas Joy Offering: A gift opens doors. -Proverbs 18:16
By supporting the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions (BOP), the
Christmas Joy Offering honors the faithfulness of current and retired
church workers and their families in need. Thanks in part to support from
this Offering, church workings can receive critical financial assistance to
support them through life’s challenging circumstances. These generous
actions bear witness to our faithful response to God’s charge to love one
another as Christ commanded. To learn more, visit https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/.
First Presbyterian Church will be collecting the Christmas Joy Offering on
Sundays December 19 and 26.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule (thru Dec. 5)
8:30 am Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Hybrid Worship Service
Sunday Worship Schedule beginning Dec. 12
11:00 am Hybrid Worship Service
Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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