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First Presbyterian Church Celebrates the Love and Grace of God by:

Growing through Bible Study, Prayer, and Worship,
Reaching Out to Serve,
Accepting questions,
Connecting people to Jesus Christ, One Another, and the World, and
Embracing All.
We gratefully respond as a part of the holy universal Church. Thanks be
to God!
We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

524 S. DUNCAN STREET
STILLWATER, OK 74074
405-372-5580
WWW.STILLWATERFPC.ORG
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WORLD MISSIONS &
DENOMINATIONAL CONCERNS

“But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who
formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have
called you by name, you are mine.”
-Isaiah 43:1

In June Rev. Deb Meinke represented
the Cimarron Presbytery as the
teaching elder commissioner at the
223rd meeting of the PCUSA General
Assembly in St. Louis. She served on
the Ecumenical and Interfaith
Committee. Tim Krehbiel attended
the Face to Face session for churches
and pastors seeking calls where he
first met Jenny Hardin who has
became the new FPC Associate Pastor.
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Staff
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Greetings, brothers and sisters in Christ!

Congregational Life

It is a joy to begin 2019 with you, and I also rejoice in looking
back at the many ways that God called us together for Christ’s
mission to share his grace and good news over the past year.

Communications

Among the many blessings of 2018 was the flourishing of
current and new ministries through First Presbyterian Church.
We saw record numbers and new faces at our children and
youth events, including a huge crowd of newcomers to our
Chili Supper Night in Bethlehem, which this year concluded
with a moving Living Nativity presented by Presbyterian Youth
Group.

Worship & Music
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Education
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We rejoice in the Deacons’ efforts in deepening outreach to
our neighbors in Stillwater through our free weekly Saturday
Brunch. This year, the Deacons began a Soap & Sock ministry
with those who came for meals. Foot health is a critical factor
among many who struggle with chronic health concerns and
lack of stable nutrition; this ministry, which provides free
soap and new pairs of clean socks to guests, follows in the
manner of Jesus, who bent down to wash his disciples’ feet.

FPC provided financial support for
Drs. Cynthia and Les Morgan, medical
missionaries in Southeast Asia. In
addition, Church volunteers stuffed
and mailed several hundred copies of
the Morgan’s fund-raising letter to
individuals and churches across the
country.

The congregation participated in a
Light Bulb Challenge, where members
were asked to count the number of
bulbs in their home, and the
Committee sponsored a luncheon
(Solar Sunday) to describe the
Honduras solar project. (Interestingly
the FPC complex contains more than
fifteen hundred light bulbs!) LED
bulbs for Solar Under the Sun
activities were provided by World
In July Rev. Gordon Edwards spoke in
Mission dedicated funds.
Fellowship Hall describing his
activities with Christian groups in
In November the Committee voted to
expand the mission and facilities of
Lebanon and Syria and answering
the Free Trade Store.
questions.
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Administration
Personnel Update

FPC sponsored two mission trips to
Goodland Academy near Hugo.
Eleven members were on the first
week-long trip in June which was
coordinated by Steve Fairbanks. A
mini-mission group led by Dennis
Ferrell returned to Hugo in October.
These two groups worked on several
construction and painting projects.
Later in November, a group of boys
from Goodland Academy visited
Stillwater and OSU for the weekend.
Throughout 2018 the Committee
worked in several diverse areas that
include: supporting and coordinating
mission opportunities; encouraging
local delegates to attend the PC(USA)
General Assembly in St. Louis;
overseeing the Fair Trade Store;
representing FPC at Cimarron
Presbytery meetings in Ponca City,
Newkirk and Blackwell; supporting
ecumenical activities within Stillwater
(Martin Luther King Day) and
meetings, dinners and receptions
with members of the state and
Stillwater Islamic community; and
overseeing and encouraging PCUSA
special offerings (One Great Hour of
Sharing, Pentecost, Peace and Global
Witness, and Christmas Joy).

CONTENTS

At the beginning of this year, we celebrated and thanked
Interim Associate Pastor Deb Meinke’s faithfulness to God in
service to our congregation for these past two years. We are
especially grateful for the ways she has inspired us to become
an Earth Care Congregation in the PCUSA. Her presence and
leadership allowed our Associate Pastor Nominating
Committee time to conduct a diligent, thoughtful, and faithful
search for a new Associate Pastor. We begin 2019 with new
Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin, who comes to us from
Dubuque Seminary with her gifts in university outreach,
mission, Christian education, preaching, and pastoral care.
This year holds many opportunities to deepen our
relationships with and outreach to neighbors and one another,
sharing God’s abundant grace and welcome. May you have joy
in Christ as we continue to grow and serve together.
Gratefully,
Committee Members: John Steinbrink
(chair), Julie Bills, Gerrit Cuperus, Steve
Fairbanks, Dan Grischkowsky, Iris
McPherson, Dick Shawley, Deb Meinke
(staff)
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Membership
In Memoriam

Intergenerational
Adult
Youth
Children
UKIRK, Preschool, Scouts

Mission
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Session
John Gelder, Clerk
2018
Susie Causley
Gerrit Cuperus
Scott Johnson
Dick Shawley
John Steinbrink
Kathy Thomas
Tammy Wasson
Cassidy McCann (youth)
2019
Rick Dearinger
Kent Olson
Sydney Reding
David Silver
Phyllis Taylor
Becky Walker
Marilyn Waters-Seig
Arletta Webster, Treasurer
2020
Cathy Fairbanks
Bill Henley
Tami Krehbiel
Ken McCarley
Becky Schlais
Jim Trapp

Leah R. Hrachovec
Pastor, Head of Staff
Annual Report 2018
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LOCAL MISSION

ADMINISTRATIVE & PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Magdalena Vinson

Rev. Dr. Leah R. Hrachovec

Church Administrator

Pastor

Rev. Deborah Meinke
Interim Associate Pastor (2018)
/Stated Clerk of Cimarron Presbytery

Mary Beth Garoffolo
Finance Assistant

Vickie Foust
Building Supervisor
(May 2018 - present)

Rev. Jenny Hardin
Associate Pastor (1/1/2019)

Peter Thomas
(retired March 2018)
Kenny McCarley
(May - August 2018)

Mission of Hope Life Skills

Mental Health Outreach

Board of Deacons

Classes were taught the first and third
Wednesday of each month to the
clients of Mission of Hope. The classes
offered included: Getting a Job,
Keeping a Job, Getting Organized,
Problem Solving and Transactions,
Maintaining Health, Budgeting,
Keeping Your Money and Legal Issues.
Clients are required to attend all eight
of the session offerings. This year,
childcare was provided during the
class time which enabled presenters
more time on task. Members of the
deacons and the congregation shared
their time and expertise in conducting
these sessions.

This ministry provides a meal once
each month to members of the
Depression and Bi-polar Support
Alliance (DBSA). Saturday Brunch is
often able to set aside some of the
week’s entrée that can be frozen and
designated for this dinner. Deacons
share in the responsibility for
providing bread, salad/vegetable, and
dessert to accompany the meal. There
are usually between six and ten
members present for the meal.
Supporting the work of this group by
providing food and sharing in
fellowship is one way that our church’s
heart goes out to the community.

Steve Fairbanks, Co-Moderator
Terry Henley, Co-Moderator

Community Food Offering

Saturday Community Brunch

Non-perishable food items collected
are given to Our Daily Bread Food &
Resource Center (ODB) here in
Stillwater. FPC Deacons also began
organizing quarterly volunteer days
for Saturday shopping assistance at
ODB, and plan to continue these
through 2019.

Gifts were purchased based on written
requests, and were distributed to the
following local agencies: Mission of
Hope (40 gifts), Wings of Hope (40
gifts), Payne County Youth Shelter (27
gifts), and Church of the Harvest for
Operation Christmas (34 gifts)

This ministry is another way that our
church shows its heart to the
community. A warm meal is prepared
and served each Saturday to anyone
who would like to share in the meal
and fellowship. Some of our guests
have been coming almost since the
inception of the brunch about seven or
eight years ago. A team of volunteers
is responsible for each Saturday’s
meal. Some teams provide breakfast,
while others provide lunch. During
2018, volunteers prepared and served
3,704 trays of nutritious meals.
Leftover food is sent home with
guests, sent to the Mission of Hope, or
designated for the DBSA monthly
meal. Bags are filled with healthy
snacks and distributed to any children
who are present, as a way to provide
some extra food over the weekend.
Shelf-stable peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches are also provided to our
guests.

Compassionate Meals

Sock Ministry

This ministry provides a family meal
and/or reception in conjunction with a
memorial service when the church
family experiences the death of a
member or friend of the congregation.
In 2018, compassionate meals
volunteers provided the comfort of
food and support on behalf of thirteen
church members’ families.

The Deacons started a sock ministry
earlier this year. We gave away thirtynine dozen (468 pairs) of socks. The
socks were distributed from October January on the first Saturday of the
month at Saturday Brunch. Any guest
may take a bundle of two or three
pairs of socks. Deacon Betsy Showalter
started this ministry and recently
received a second order of socks to
continue the ministry in 2019.

Yearbook/Supplies
The deacons provided one dozen Case
Logic Z binders to the Stillwater Middle
School for those in need.

Giving Tree
Jenna Campbell
Director of Children & Youth Ministries
Mike Flowers
Custodian

Kelly McCarley
Older Adult Coordinator

Rev. Verne Arens
Parish Associate
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2018
Steve Fairbanks
Jenny Fowler
Terry Henley
Janet Lawson
Mary Morrison
Lee Scoggins
Karin Stemm
Neilly Thomas
Eli Parsons (youth)
2019
Claudia Roach
Betsy Showalter
Jim Beckstrom
K Cohlmia
Mary Emmet
Lisa McGaw
Jason White
Jean Aresco
2020
Belinda Bruner
Judy Ferrell
Heather Lanners
Suzii Parsons
Denise Rex
Doug Swanson

Community Use of FPC Space
Many local groups use space at FPC for
their weekly or monthly meetings,
helping make our facilities truly part
of the wider community.
7th Day Adventist Spanish Church
AlAnon
American Guild of Organists
Church Women United
Companion Animal Assistance Program
Daughters of the American Revolution
Depression and Bi-polar Support Alliance
Edwin Fair
Iglesia de Dios Pentecostes
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill
OSU American Sign Language Club
OSU Wesley Student Group
Stephen Ministry ecumenical training
Victim’s Impact panel
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PERSONNEL UPDATE

2018 BUDGET SUMMARY

2018 brought multiple staffing changes here at
FPC. With the February departure of UKIRK
Assistant Kay Solomon for a semester abroad in
China, interviews were conducted, and Ethan
Williams was hired as the new UKIRK Assistant.
Long-time Building Supervisor Peter Thomas gave
notice of his resignation in March, and Vickie
Foust was hired in May to fill the position.
Katharine Nipp filled the position of Children’s
Ministry Assistant in the spring of 2018, and
Carleigh Epperson took over in the fall.

INCOME
Congregational Giving

2018 Budget

2018 Actual

634,498

631,321

Other Income

33,421

18,704

Carryover/Budget Equity

50,292

26,447

Income Totals:

$718,211

$ 676,472

EXPENSES
Personnel-Pastor

117,431

115,960

Personnel-Associate Pastor

75,077

48,448

Personnel-Director Children & Youth

61,192

60,633

The big joyful news was the hiring of Jenny
Hardin to fill the position of Associate Pastor.
This was a fruitful end to a long search process,
involving much dedication and effort on the part
of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee
with assistance from staff and the Personnel
Committee and Cimarron Presbytery.

Personnel-Church Administrator

40,642

42,472

Personnel-Office & Finc. Asst.

38,551

40,705

Personnel-Music Staff

41,367

41,157

Personnel-Music Support

14,559

16,411

Personnel-University Support

2,400

1,900

Personnel-Children Ministry Support

8,077

6,825

Personnel Committee members: David Silver (chair), Nancy
Beckstrom, Dennis Ferrell, Linda Good, Becky Schlais

Personnel-Youth Ministry Support

7,700

7,000

Personnel-Other Part-time Staff

10,500

7,552

Personnel-Common Expenses

27,305

23,679

3,300

1,501

28,640

28,640

Worship & Music

7,325

6,950

Communications & Connecting

7,405

7,292

University Ministry

1,500

829

Children Ministry

5,110

4,947

Youth Ministry

4,150

3,533

Fellowship & Family Ministry

2,325

523

Adult Ministry

2,970

2,471

Common Ed Ministry

11,825

8,870

Office

23,850

24,484

Deacon's

21,320

20,131

Trustee's

153,690

153,559

$718,211

$676,472

APNC members: Tim Krehbiel (chair), Ed Arquitt, Leslie
Baldwin, Dustin Reavis, Courtney Savage, Laura Smith,
Brandi White, Mike Dvorak (COMP liaison)
Stewardship/Finance Committee members: Tammy Wasson
(chair), Belinda Bruner, Becky Schlais, Jim Shaw, Leva Kay
Swim, Arletta Webster

Stewardship, Finance & Session
World Mission & Denom. Affairs

Expense Totals:

Worship : This includes a portion of the pastor, associate pastor and support staff's salary & benefits, a
portion of stewardship & finance, office & trustee expenses and all of music staff's salary & benefits and
worship and music expenses.
Nurture : This includes a portion of the pastor, associate pastor, university coordinator & support staff's
salary and benefits, a portion of stewardship & finance, office and trustee expenses and all of Director
of Children and Youth's salary & benefits and educational program expenses.
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Witness : This includes a portion of the pastor, associate pastor, university coordinator and support
staff's salary and benefits, a portion of stewardship & finance, office and trustee expenses and all of
mission and deacon's expenses.
Annual Report 2018
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
Communications & Connecting

Second Mile Sewing

2018 was a busy and productive year for the Communications
& Connecting Committee. Four Lunch & Learns were held for
new members and visitors, we led a Sunday School class on
connecting with inactive members, and worked to provide
nametags for all members and regular attenders.

2018 was a difficult year for us as Jane Durham, our leader
of 20+ years, passed away in March. We have tried to
continue doing projects to benefit our church and our
community in her memory and honor.

This year also saw the creation of an FPC church t-shirt, which
was sold throughout the fall, and FPC coffee mugs that are
available to welcome visitors and new members, and serve as a
form of outreach. We also conducted an informal survey of
listeners to our Sunday radio broadcast of the 11:00 am
worship service, and discovered more people than expected
are listening weekly!
Committee members: Kathy Thomas (chair), Paula Kendrick, and Bill
Henley, Leah Hrachovec (staff)

Projects:

 12 adult bibs and 12 walker bags for the rehab floor of
SMC.
 21 canvas “Earth Bags” for FPC children to decorate
during their Earth Day Celebration.
 5 new receiving blankets with each new child’s name
embroidered on it.
 81 red felt Christmas stockings to be filled with toiletries
and distributed to local families in need.

Presbyterian Women
PW Circle meets on the second Wednesday of the month
(January - May and September - December) for fellowship, bible
study, and lunch. Rev. Deb Meinke led the women in the
Horizons Bible Study, “God’s Promise: I Am with You”. Other
activities included putting together a basket for the Mission
Trip Silent Auction, helping provide a meal for Special
Olympics volunteers, hosting a PW gathering at Golden Oaks
for the women of that community, hosting the Cimarron PW
Fall Gathering, and the Stillwater Church Women United World
Community Day. Highlight of 2018: Beverly Perkins was
honored as an Honorary Life Member of PW.
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Additionally, we held a silent auction for four blankets made
by Second Mile members, the proceeds of which were
donated to local charities.
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BOY SCOUT TROOP 820
Boy Scout Troop 820 celebrated 100 years of
scouting in Stillwater in 2018. Troop 820, chartered
by the First Presbyterian Church, gathered over 140
current scouts, scouters, alumni, family and friends
on December 8 to help celebrate.
Former and current Scoutmasters were recognized
to including the longest tenured scoutmaster of
Troop 20 and Stillwater community supporter, the
late L.E. Tinker. Former Scoutmaster, Lyle Eastman,
and current Scoutmaster Warren Lewis were also
recognized.

Special presentations were made, including: the
Scout Law candle ceremony, National Association of
Presbyterian Scouters recognizing Troop 820 as a
Centennial Presbyterian BSA Troop, and an Eagle
plaque recognizing the 160 Eagle Scouts since the
troop’s formation.
Visitors are welcome to attend the troop’s Monday
night meetings at 7:00 pm at the First Presbyterian
Church.

ENDOWMENT
The Endowment Committee works to inform the
congregation of the benefits of endowment funds, inform
members regarding special bequests to the church,
oversee the prudent management of the endowment
funds and inform the congregation, Session, families and
other related parties about the impact of named
endowments which have been established for the benefit
of the church.
Examples of support provided by endowments during
2018 included:

 The new Soli Deo Gloria music concert series
supported by funds from the Joy Smith Music
Resource Endowment.
 Support to the Presbyterian Preschool program from
the Gumm PreSchool, Colleen Murphy and Darlow
Endowments
 Support to the Deacons Crisis Assistance from the
Clapp Deacon’s Endowment
18

 Endowment funds continue to be invested in New
Covenant Mutual Funds. Funds are invested according
to an identified strategy and consistent with socialwitness principles adopted by the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The total market
value of the endowment funds at December 31, 2018
was $1,360,689.00.
Financial gifts to the church’s endowment may be
given as legacy gifts to FPC or to help ensure the
future of a specific ministry.
2018 Committee Members
Donna Koeppe (Chair)
Margie Keener
Kent Olson
Lynn Osborn
Tim Riley
Arletta Webster
Leah Hrachovec (ex-officio)
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Fellowship
Throughout the year, FPC hosts or
sponsors fellowship opportunities
for all ages. We spent an afternoon at
the lake in April, lucking into the
first nice weekend of the spring!
Over the summer the FPC family
came together to help pull off our
first Generations in Faith Together
(GiFT) week, an intergenerational
program that took the place of our
traditional VBS. The focus of the
week was ‘All God’s Creatures’,
benefitting Heifer International, and
the turnout was fantastic. The backto-school season kicked off with an
afternoon at Jellystone Park on Lake
Keystone and continued with our
Leader Launch luncheon and training
for all who work with our children
and youth in any capacity.

The Dine with Nine groups, a
monthly dinner fellowship for
couples and singles, gathered as one
large group in the spring for Tapas
and Trivia and again at Christmas
time for the Annual Christmas Ball.

character dinner with visits from
angels and shepherds, carols led by
Marilyn King at the piano, and closed
with the Living Nativity put on by the
FPC youth. 225 people journeyed to
Bethlehem with us, and the event
was an overwhelming success!

Seasoned Adults, a monthly dinner
program for older adults, included a
wide range of programs in 2018,
Committee members: Nat Cooper, Nicole
including a photo essay on Cornwall Eastman, Kelly Nipp, Courtney Savage,
Becky Walker, Marilyn Waters-Seig
and the Cotswolds, Robotics and
how they can help older adults age in
place, and the African American
influence on jazz, blues, and
ragtime.
The year finished with a reimagining
of our traditional Chili Supper &
Carol Sing. Combined with the Living
Nativity, this event became ’A Night
in Bethlehem’ and included a
Annual Report 2018
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UKIRK
UKIRK is the primary function of the Church’s University
Ministry program. UKIRK stands for “University
Church” (Kirk being the Scottish word for church). UKIRK
meets as a group of university students on Wednesday
evenings at 8:30pm. The meeting opens with scripture
reading and prayer and proceeds to an in-depth Bible
study. Students also talk about life and their faith and

connect with each other. Occasionally the group will have
special guests (OSU staff member, mission workers, etc.).
Other activities of UKIRK include various social and
service activities. The group meets once a month for lunch
after church and several times a semester has a social
event (cookout, bowling night or Christmas party). In the
fall semester, UKIRK assisted with one of the Church’s
Saturday Brunches. During finals week the Session
University Ministries Committee and UKIRK prepare
and distribute “survival bags” to university students
with connections to the Church. These bags have
snacks (homemade cookies, oranges, popcorn, tea and
coffee bags, etc.) to help them “survive” finals week.

UKIRK Committee: Jim Trapp (chair), Tami Krehbiel

Ethan Williams
UKIRK Assistant

PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL
First Presbyterian Church has served the Stillwater
Community for more than 40 years by operating the
weekday Presbyterian Preschool, this year serving 101
children in 82 families. The Preschool program’s
mission is to supplement and support family
experiences by nurturing the spiritual, emotional, social,
intellectual, physical and aesthetic development of the
child.

8
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Dana Brown
Preschool Director
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
Our Stephen Ministers offered
Christian care and support and
encouragement to persons
experiencing life challenges in
2018. Beyond the privilege of
being present with people during
significant times in their lives, we
participated in peer supervision
and continuing education.

We also welcomed Danny
Vaughn as a trainee in the 201819 class.

Our Stephen Ministry retreat,
Walking Toward Wholeness,
featured meditations from The
Healing Breath by Neil DouglasKlotz. We heard The Beatitudes in
a new way through a study of the
Aramaic words Jesus spoke from
Highlights of the year included
the Sermon on the Mount.
the training and commissioning
Perhaps "now is the blessedly
of Mary Emmet (second from left right and ripe time" to consider
on first row) as a new Stephen
Stephen Ministry training!
Minister.

‘Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.” ‘

IN MEMORIAM
Charles Bruce

Sam Hamilton

Thelma Burton

Phyllis Leaghty

Susie Causley

Linda Stangl

Dona Cooper

Art Stoecker

Jane Durham

Sandra Swank

Everett Fansler

Tom Thedford

Linda Fansler

Mary Williams

Children’s Ministry
Worship

Several children served in worship as
ushers and a few as liturgists this
year. Our Children and Worship
program offers a special worship
opportunity for children ages 3 to 3rd
grade. 23 volunteers served as
storytellers and helpers, guiding the
children in a worship experience
through storytelling and wondering
questions.

FaithKidnection Class (4 and 5 year
olds) spent time learning about
important stories in the Old and New
Testaments using the Walk With Me
curriculum. Our 12 Sunday school
volunteers are crucial to creating our
welcoming, warm learning
environment.
Our 3rd graders received their Bibles
in worship and gained Bible reading
skills during the Exploring My Bible
class with their parents.
5 FPC children experienced summer
camp at Dwight Mission Camp and
Conference Center in Vian, OK.

quarterly FPC service days at Our
Daily Bread.
Our children’s ministry committee
and volunteers provided a week of
free child care for the children of our
Presbyterian Preschool teacher’s
children during the Teacher Walk Out
in April.

Community Building and
Fellowship

Families with children gathered at
Faith Formation
Couch Park for a Children’s Ministry
All children ages 4-5th grade start the
Kickoff in August to enjoy fellowship
Sunday school hour with a gathering
and learn about children’s ministry
time in the Worship Center. They
opportunities for the year. Many
enjoyed music led by Steve Foust and Service
families enjoyed a rainy and wet
our choral scholars, and this year we The Earth Day Celebration at Fun in
afternoon at Pumpkin Palooza held
Faith for ages 3 to 5th grade was a fun at Parkhurst Pumpkin Patch in
placed more emphasis on time in
way to help the children commit to
their class small groups for sharing
Arcadia, OK.
caring for the environment in a
and prayer.
variety of ways. The children
Committee members: Judy Ferrell (chair),
The 1st-5th grade SpiritLink Sunday
decorated
Finals
care
package
bags
Dustin Charter, Melody Reavis, Sydney
school continued using the workshop
for our University students at this
Reding, Eric Savage, Laura Smith, Jenna
rotation model with a brand new
event as well. Children also
Campbell (staff), Carleigh Epperson (staff)
curriculum, Spark Rotation by
participated with their families in the
Sparkhouse Publishing. Our
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MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES BY YEAR
Barb Henderson (45)

Ed Arquitt (48)

Rebecca Bair (53)

Robert Culton (61)

Bob Henderson (45)

Edwin Koeppe (48)

Rita Breuninger (53)

Norman Durham (61)

Ken McKinley (45)

Allen Murphy (49)

Rick Dearinger (53)

Evelyn Johnson (62)

Mary McKinley (45)

Janna Murphy (49)

Kay Enmeier (53)

Robert Kerns (62)

Kirk Mittelstet (45)

Bettie Todd (49)

David Smith (53)

Marilyn Heath (63)

Madelyn Mittelstet (45)

Susie Glasscock (50)

Catsy Gunn (54)

Anne Thomas (63)

Ava Osborn (45)

Cathy Grove (50)

Jim Gunn (54)

Owen Thomas (63)

Lynn Osborn (45)

Pauline Kopecky (50)

Sydney Reding (54)

Veta Jo Fenimore (65)

Karen Culton (46)

Beverly Perkins (50)

Jim Williams (54)

Lloyd Garrison (67)

Judith Dobson (46)

Larry Perkins (50)

Mary Frye (56)

Louise Bellatti (69)

Margie Keener (47)

Steve Stone (50)

Kenneth Breuninger (57)

Mary Thomas (70)

Marvin Keener (47)

Suzanne Coyne (51)

Judy Jones (58)

Dick Heath (78)

Leone List (47)

Lee Rutledge (51)

Lynda Williams (58)

Andrea Arquitt (48)

Susan Worthington (51)

Allan McCrary (60)
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WORSHIP & MUSIC
FPC Music Ministry

EDUCATION
From the Organ Bench

The Chancel Choir has welcomed new 62 years young, our pipe organ
continues to serve and lead this
members and experienced increased
musically engaged, responsive
participation, enabling many choral
congregation. Organ technician Roger
highlights in worship, particularly for
Banks retired in October due to ill
Holy Week and Easter, World
health after 22 years of dedicated
Communion Sunday, Reformation
Sunday, the annual Service of Lessons service that included two significant
organ renovations and expansions in
and Carols, and the 11pm Christmas
1996 and 2009. He installed a new
Eve service. A plethora of
swell shade motor in 2018 and
instrumentalists and vocal soloists
repositioned the shutters for improved
enrich our worship throughout the
dynamic capabilities. The organ is now
year, often in collaboration with the
under the care of JR Neutel, President
choir, and the Bell Choir adds their
silvery touches. Youth musicians share of the Reuter Organ Company
(Lawrence, KS).
their talents as a group on Youth
Sunday and Christmas Eve, and the
Director of Music/Organist, Rebecca te
children share songs in worship that
Velde is serving a third year as Dean of
they learn during their weekly
the Cimarron Chapter of the American
SpiritLink gatherings in the Worship
Guild of Organists (AGO). In 2018, she
Center with Steve Foust and the Choral was a panelist for a workshop on
Scholars. Fellowship Hall services
careers in church music at the national
provide varied musical expressions
AGO convention in Kansas City;
anchored by our beautiful grand piano presented workshops in San Antonio
and Steve Foust’s guitar. In 2018, 60
and Philadelphia; and performed solo
Oklahoma State University Singers
recitals in Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and
filled our sanctuary the Sunday after
Houston.
Easter and savored a lavish brunch
served them by the congregation.

Rebecca te Velde
Organist & Director
of Music

Steve Foust
Contemporary Music
Coordinator

Allison Johnston
Handbell Choir
Director

This new music ministry outreach is
supported by the Joy Smith Music
Endowment and is meant to highlight
and share the beauty of our Kawai
grand piano and our Reuter pipe organ
with the congregation and wider
community. The inaugural concert in
August was presented by pianist
Heather Lanners. A November concert
featured OSU piano students of Tom
and Heather Lanners.
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Contemporary music components of
worship have included integrated
guitar and vocal leadership and solos
as well as guitar collaborations with
the choir and instrumentalists.
Committee members: Charles Bruce, John
Mark Day, Linda Good, Phyllis Taylor, Kathy
Thomas, Leah Hrachovec (staff), Deb Meinke
(staff), Rebecca te Velde (staff), Steve Foust
(staff)
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Questions. Our 10th-12th graders did a
book study on Galatians, enjoyed
conversing with several faith journey
Worship
guests, a variety of adults who
Youth led worship at FPC on Youth
shared their personal faith journeys
Sunday in early February based on
with our students. In the fall
the justice theme they’d spent the
semester, our senior high class used
previous semester studying. 15
the Sticky Faith curriculum which
youth were involved in the planning focused on conversations around
and leading of the service. Eli
how to nurture faith that sticks after
Johnson, Quinn Leffingwell, and
high school. At PYG (Presbyterian
Cassidy McCann preached on Amos
Youth Group), spent the fall
5 and Matthew 25. The youth
semester studying what it means to
presented the scripture and provided live in community with one another.
leadership for the Maundy Thursday 18 youth traveled to Heifer Ranch in
service during Holy Week. Away
Perryville, AR in September and
from FPC, 7 youth worshipped,
experienced two transformative days
played, and studied with youth from living in the Global Village and
across the state and beyond at
reflecting on issues of poverty and
Dwight Mission Camp and
hunger in the world.
Conference Center in Vian, OK at
summer camp.
Service

Faith Formation
Amanda Barber
Choral Scholar

Contemporary Music Coordinator
Soli Deo Gloria Music

Youth Ministry

In Sunday school, our 6th-7th graders
spent the year doing a survey of the
Old and New Testaments. In the
spring, our 8th and 9th graders
reflected on faith and human
sexuality using the These Are Our
Bodies curriculum. In the fall, our
Confirmation class learned all about
our Reformed faith using the new PC
(USA) curriculum Big God, Big

Youth and their families attended
quarterly service days at Our Daily
Bread with FPC. Many of our youth
serve in leadership roles in the
church: elder, deacon, liturgists,
ushers, musicians in worship,
Children and Worship storytellers
and helpers, Earth Team members,
and serving in leadership roles for
our Summer GiFT program.

Community Building

The youth enjoyed fellowship with
their friends at our lock-in and
Friday Night Live events. The first
Tears & Cheers event was held in
May. This event welcomed new
upcoming 6th graders to PYG and
also celebrated our graduating
seniors over a dinner and time to
pass on words of wisdom to the
youth. This summer, youth met
weekly at Taco Tuesdays to keep up
with one another during busy
summers and enjoyed a few pool
parties and movie nights throughout
the summer. 19 youth kicked off the
new year at the Youth Ministry
Kickoff at the Ferrell’s house and
learned about youth opportunities
for the year.
Committee members: Mindy Martin (chair),
Sandy Cohlmia, Rick Dearinger, Brenda &
Scott Johnson, Kristen Kulling, Jenna
Campbell (staff), Jenna Linholm (staff),
Conner Funk (staff)

Clayton Headrick
Choral Scholar

Lexi Ferguson
Choral Scholar
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Adult Ministry
The Adult Ministry Committee works to
provide learning opportunities
throughout the year for curious adults,
including adults who are not members of
FPC.

The January Series 2018
For the third year in a row, the
committee’s programs started by hosting
a midday simulcast of the January Series
from Calvin College. The 15 programs in
the Series attracted 115 separate viewers
and a total viewing audience for the 15
days of 530 people.
The 15 speakers provided insight on
current social, political, personal and
religious issues, including race in
America, cybersecurity, biowaste, global
poverty, inequality and health, and the
death penalty.

Sunday Morning Class
Offerings
Feasting on the Word
Denise Rex and Bill Segall continued
their offering of this adult Bible study
class that follows the Revised Common
Lectionary and features a multi-media
format.

A Thoughtful Conversation About
Social Media
This was an intergenerational Sunday
school class, led by Rev. Leah Hrachovec,
that focused on examining the role that
social media plays in our personal,
social and church lives.

Lord, Teach Us to Pray
A Lenten Adult Sunday School class, led
by Phyllis Taylor, that explored prayer,
taught new ways of approaching prayer,
and increased participants’ comfort levels
with silence and with spoken prayer.

Creation Care
A Sunday school class led by Deb
Meinke that examined what we are doing
and should be doing to renew god’s
creation.

14
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Everything Happens for a Reason
and Other Lies I’ve Loved
This Sunday School class, based on a
book of the same title, was led by Deb
Meinke and Ken McCarley. It addressed
some major questions often posed by
believers, like “Where is God when
tragedy strikes?” and “Does the strength
of our faith correlate with material
prosperity?”

Caring for One Another
This was a Sunday school class designed
to increase awareness of serious mental
illness, led by Linda Burks and assisted
by Jason White. The series of classes
provided information on understanding
mental health and serious mental
illness, community resources available
to support individuals and families
impacted by mental illness, and
Christian tools for caring for one
another.
Committee members: Andrea Arquitt, Jenny
Bobo, Linda Burks, Kelly McCarley, Ken
McCarley, Kent Olson, Bill Segall, Deb Meinke
(staff)

Worship Highlights
Our Ash Wednesday worship service celebrated the
beginning of the season of Lent.
Observed Maundy Thursday with a Service of
Remembrance and a Service of Shadows,
involving our youth, Deacons, Chancel Choir,
and other church members.
We hosted Holy Week ecumenical services for the
Stillwater community.
We acquired new Communion Ware crafted by local
potter and OSU student Austin Navrkal, just in
time for Easter Sunday.
We welcomed Phyllis Taylor and Rev. Verne Arens in
the pulpit several times in 2018.
Our All Saints Sunday worship included lighting
candles to remember the saints in our lives.
On Advent Sundays our FPC families lit the Advent
candles each of the four Sundays.
Our last worship service of 2018, Dec 30, was held
in Fellowship Hall and included a hot chocolate
bar and food contributed by members.

Annual Report 2018

11

EDUCATION
2018 was a year of living into the
structures and processes set
through the Ministry Architects and
Renovation Team work from
previous years. We thanked the
Renovation Team for their two years
of service working to provide a firm
foundation for children’s and youth
ministries at FPC. Through a new
agenda template, the use of event
coordinators, and a process to
recruit, equip, and support
volunteers, committees and
volunteers flourished in their
focused work. The first ever joint
calendar planning meeting that took
place in April resulted in a full 20182019 program year calendar for the
church that allowed committees to
plan ahead and honor the time of
our families.
Families with children ages 0-18
enjoyed the Family Visioning
Summit held in February where they
spent time together naming their
family’s mission, values, and goals
through a process led by Ministry
Architects consultants.
Intergenerational ministry
opportunities were a highlight of the
year with the beginning of our
intergenerational GiFT programs
(Generations in Faith Together). Our
very first Summer GiFT was held in
July as an intergenerational vacation
Bible school. A four-day event held
in the evenings, the event featured
dinner, music (with a theme song
written by our own Steve Foust!),

12
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Youth Ministry Assistants

engaging skits, amazing decorations,
fun crafts and games, and centers
with faith-filled conversations and
activities focused on the week’s
theme: All God’s Creatures. With
curriculum written by Jenna
Campbell, Director of Children and
Youth Ministry, 120 children, youth,
and adults learned about Heifer
International’s work to end poverty
and hunger in the world and
considered how they are called to
love and serve. The week ended with
a Creature Carnival, complete with a
petting zoo and carnival games.
An Advent GiFT was held in
December when over 75 children,
youth, and adults gathered together
to reflect on the Advent season
through a variety of activities and
conversations.
December brought beloved FPC
Advent traditions together in a new
event called A Night in Bethlehem.
On a Sunday evening, more than 225
people from FPC and the Stillwater
community gathered for the chili
supper, carol sing, and the Living
Nativity presented by our FPC youth.
Guests enjoyed interacting with the
nativity characters (our youth in
costume!) and taking their pictures
with the characters at the photo
booth.
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Conner Funk

Jenna Linholm

Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson

Erin Lawson
Childcare Coordinator
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