2019 ANNUAL REPORT
Annual Report 2020

1

2

Annual Report 2020

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength [and] you shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater
than these.
-Mark 12:30-31
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Greetings, brothers and sisters in Christ!
No doubt this year there will be many campaigns citing the
connection between clear 20/20 vision and the year 2020 we have
just started. We put much effort into 2019, though, to see our
neighbors - those nearby, and those half a world away.

Personnel Update
Financial Report

Congregational Life
Communications

We had great celebrations at Generations in Faith Together (GiFT)
in the summertime, fall, and during Advent, with many individuals
and families joining us in exploring how we can be better
neighbors (inspired by Fred Rogers and Mr. Rogers’
Neighborhood), sharing fun painting pumpkins, and giving hope to
neighbors through needed personal supplies and the Giving Tree.

Membership

We ate with and fed our neighbors through our weekly Saturday
Brunch ministry and in Service Days at Our Daily Bread, where
thousands of Payne County neighbors receive critically-needed
groceries. Members taught Life Skills classes at Mission of Hope
and filled the shelves at Pioneer Pantry for high school students in
need.

Adult

We welcomed our new Associate Pastor Rev. Jenny Hardin at the
beginning of the year, and celebrate the ways her time, gifts, and
abilities help further our mission of grace for all in Jesus’ name.
God has added to this community of faith this year, bringing 28
neighbors and their children to join us as new members in 2019.

Staff Serves Larger Church

Some of our members traveled to Peru in 2019 to meet with our
Fair Trade community partners, and, in a pilot effort this year, we
expanded the Fair Trade store to a larger location. We connected
with neighbors in Puerto Rico through our support of Solar Under
the Sun and Solar School. Celebrating the retirement of our
mission co-worker partners Drs. Les and Cindy Morgan, we formed
new partnerships with new PCUSA mission co-workers in Peru.

2019
Rick Dearinger
Kent Olson
Sydney Reding
David Silver
Phyllis Taylor
Becky Walker
Marilyn Water-Seig
Arletta Webster, Treasurer
Paula Meriwether (young adult)

May the year 2020 give us fresh eyes to see our neighbors and
fulfill Christ’s gracious command. Love may be in the form of a
meal, an invitation to worship, a letter to legislators, safe space to
meet in our church facilities, or bearing witness to neighbors’
challenges and triumphs.
Thank you for all the ways you live into Jesus’ call to love God and
one another. May your lives be filled with his love throughout the
new year.
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In Memoriam

Worship & Music
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Education
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Intergenerational
Youth
Children
UKIRK, Preschool, Scouts

Mission

20

Session
John Gelder, Clerk

2020
Cathy Fairbanks
Bill Henley
Tami Krehbiel
Ken McCarley
Becky Schlais
Jim Trapp
2021
Kay Burns
Casey Campbell
Lyle Eastman
Courtney Savage
Kathy Thomas
Brandi White

With joy,

Leah R. Hrachovec
Pastor, Head of Staff
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ADMINISTRATIVE & PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Magdalena Vinson

Rev. Dr. Leah R. Hrachovec

Church Administrator

Pastor

Mary Beth Garoffolo
Rev. Jenny Hardin

Finance Assistant

Associate Pastor

Vickie Foust
Building Supervisor

Jenna Campbell
Director of Children & Youth Ministries

Mike Flowers
Custodian
Kelly McCarley
Older Adult Coordinator

Rev. Verne Arens
Parish Associate

Rev. Deborah Meinke
Stated Clerk of Cimarron Presbytery
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PERSONNEL UPDATE
2019 began with new Associate Pastor Jenny
Hardin beginning her call with us in January.
Steve Foust resigned as Contemporary Music
Coordinator in April, and Jennifer Smith was
hired to fill the position in August. Mark Dieman
came on board as our second Youth Ministry
Assistant to join Jenna Linholm, and Allison
Johnston continued as Director of our Handbell
Choir..

2019 BUDGET SUMMARY
INCOME
Congregational Giving

2019 Budget

2019 Actual

623,172

659,703

Other Income

31,968

34,606

Carryover/Budget Equity

20,000

Income Totals:

$675,140

0
$ 694,309

EXPENSES
117,431

117,260

Personnel-Associate Pastor

70,093

70,093

Personnel-Director Children & Youth

60,989

60,909

Personnel-Church Administrator

40,639

41,241

Personnel-Office & Finc. Asst.

38,548

39,234

Personnel Committee members: Jim Trapp (chair), Nancy
Beckstrom, Dennis Ferrell, David Silver, Brandi White

Personnel-Music Staff

41,364

41,365

Personnel-Music Support

10,804

9,511

Stewardship/Finance Committee members: Becky Schlais
(chair), Belinda Bruner, Mary Dillingham, Jim Shaw, Leva
Kay Swim, Tammy Wasson, Arletta Webster

Personnel-University Support

1,900

1,900

Personnel-Children Ministry Support

7,265

7,445

Personnel-Youth Ministry Support

4,000

4,125

Personnel-Other Part-time Staff

6,342

6,104

19,907

19,332

2,970

2,546

32,416

32,416

Worship & Music

6,575

6,424

Communications & Connecting

7,264

7,070

University Ministry

1,350

1,350

Children Ministry

4,360

4,245

Youth Ministry

5,155

4,413

Fellowship & Family Ministry

2,593

2,516

Adult Ministry

2,673

2,274

Common Ed Ministry

2,150

2,017

Office

21,825

23,150

Deacon's

20,250

20,171

Trustee's

146,277

145,895

$675,140

$673,006

At the Presbytery level, the end of 2019 saw the
retirement of Stated Clerk, Rev. Deborah Meinke,
and in 2020 we will welcome Mark Southard as
the new Stated Clerk of Cimarron Presbytery. The
Stated Clerk office is housed on the 1st floor of
our main building.

Personnel-Pastor

Personnel-Common Expenses
Stewardship, Finance & Session
World Mission & Denom. Affairs

Expense Totals:

Worship : This includes a portion of the pastor, associate pastor and support staff's salary & benefits, a
portion of stewardship & finance, office & trustee expenses and all of music staff's salary & benefits and
worship and music expenses.
Nurture : This includes a portion of the pastor, associate pastor, university coordinator & support staff's
salary and benefits, a portion of stewardship & finance, office and trustee expenses and all of Director
of Children and Youth's salary & benefits and educational program expenses.
Witness : This includes a portion of the pastor, associate pastor, university coordinator and support
staff's salary and benefits, a portion of stewardship & finance, office and trustee expenses and all of
mission and deacon's expenses.
Annual Report 2020
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
Communications & Connecting
2019 was a busy and productive year for the Communications
& Connecting Committee as we worked with new members and
potential members to help them integrate into the community
that is FPC - Stillwater. We began the year with a Lunch and
Learn in February, and held two sessions of three weeks each of Presbyterian Women
our “First Steps” Sunday school class in March and in October
PW Circle meets on the second Wednesday of the month
for those curious about Presbyterianism. Several new members (January - May and September - December) for fellowship, bible
were welcomed through these classes.
study, and lunch. Rev. Deb Meinke led the women in “God’s
Promise: I Am with You” from January - May and Rev. Leah
On March 28th, all members of the committee worked a
booth at the Stillwater Women’s Night Out at the Payne County Hrachovec led “Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten
Commandments” beginning in September. Other activities
Expo Center. This was an excellent community outreach event.
included providing cookies for a parent group while their
The committee also worked closely with the Stewardship &
children with special needs attended the “Night to Shine” Prom;
Finance Committee to get FPC up and running with a Church
putting together a basket for the Mission Trip Silent Auction,
App through tithe.ly, which includes an option for giving
helping provide a meal for Special Olympics volunteers, and
through the app. The app has proved to be an easy way for
hosting a PW gathering at Golden Oaks for the women of that
congregation members to give to FPC, find out what events are
community.
coming up, listen to sermon audio files, and much more. We are
Using the PW Allene Brown funds, PW gave $2,000 to help with
encouraged by the response so far.
the cost of providing family meals and receptions following
2019 also included work on a new photo directory, and the
funeral and memorial services.
committee was in charge of scheduling and coordinating photo Highlight of 2019: Rebecca te Velde was honored as an
sessions, calling all members and FPC friends to help them sign Honorary Life Member of PW.
up, checking people in during each of the 6 photo sessions, and
helping to ensure all address information on file was correct.
Finally, in 2019, we grieved the loss of 14 members who died Second Mile Sewing
and 7 others who left or moved away. And, we celebrated the 28 Our membership is still quite small, but we are trying to ‘give’
in our own small way to the church and our community.
new members who joined in community with us here.
Committee members: Kathy Thomas (chair), Kay Burns, Janet & Stan
Waugh, Leah Hrachovec (staff)

Projects included:

 11 walker bags for the rehab floor of SMC.
 12 + senior bibs and 6 cloth bags distributed to four local
senior citizen homes.

 2 dozen scarves and headbands with matching boot cuffs
were distributed to Saturday Brunch guests on December 7.

 112 red felt Christmas stockings to be filled with toiletries
and distributed to local families in need.

 40 prayer shawls were knitted plus 4 baby blankets.
 A dozen aprons were made for the Saturday Brunch teams to
replace worn out aprons.
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Fellowship
Throughout the year, FPC hosts or
sponsors fellowship opportunities for
all ages. We spent an afternoon at
Couch Park in April, complete with
make-your-own trail mix, paper plant
pots, and a hike to look at animal
tracks and birds. Over the summer a
group of FPCers went to Bricktown in
OKC for a night at the ballpark. The
back-to-school season kicked off with
a concert at the OSU Botanical
Gardens. This family-friendly event
invited folks to bring a picnic dinner
and a blanket, and come enjoy the
music of local band Morgan on a
beautiful summer evening. In
November, FPC went to the movies
when we rented the theater for a
showing of ‘A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood’, a film that reflects on

the life of Fred Rogers (a Presbyterian
pastor!). This was also the second year
for Advent GiFT, an intergenerational
program that takes place during the
Sunday School hour on the Second
Sunday of Advent.

influence on jazz, blues, and ragtime.

The year finished with a reimagining
of our ’A Night in Bethlehem’ which
included a character dinner with visits
from angels and shepherds, carols led
by Marilyn King at the piano, and
The Dine with Nine groups, a monthly closed with the Living Nativity put on
dinner fellowship for couples and
by the FPC youth. 150 people
singles, gathered as one large group in journeyed to Bethlehem with us, and
the spring for Tapas and Trivia and
the event was an overwhelming
again at Christmas time for the
success!
Annual Christmas Ball.
Seasoned Adults, a monthly dinner
program for older adults, included a
wide range of programs in 2019,
including a photo essay on Cornwall
and the Cotswolds, Robotics and how
they can help older adults age in
place, and the African American
Annual Report 2020

Committee members: Becky Brewer Walker
(chair), Nat Cooper, Kelly Nipp, Courtney
Savage, Marilyn Waters-Seig, Jenny Hardin
(staff)
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
Our Stephen Ministers continued
to offer consistent, confidential,
Christian care to persons facing
difficult times.
We also met twice a month for
continuing education and
supervision. 2019 education
subjects included Caring for the
Caregiver, What My Family Should
Know, Forgiveness, Ministry with
the Aging, and Ministering to

Persons who have Lost a Loved
One to Drug Overdose.
We joyfully commissioned Danny
Vaughan into Stephen Ministry
and welcomed Linda Good back
into active ministry. For
information on Stephen Ministry,
contact Linda Burks, Carolyn
Caldwell, Leah Hrachovec, or Kay
Stewart, our Stephen Leaders.

‘Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.” ‘

IN MEMORIAM
Janet Anderson

Leone List

Glen Bays

Dick Poole

Marilyn Bourne

Claudia Roach

Ken Breuninger

Josephine Roth

John Dearinger

Jim Seals

Lloyd Garrison

Lennie Steinbrink

Rudy Greer

Arvilla West

MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES BY YEAR
Cathy Fairbanks (45)

Ava Osborn (46)

Larry Perkins (51)

Lynda Williams (59)

Steve Fairbanks (45)

Lynn Osborn (46)

Steve Stone (51)

Allan McCrary (61)

Beverly Gumm (45)

Karen Culton (47)

Suzanne Coyne (52)

Robert Culton (62)

Bonny Mullen (45)

Judith Dobson (47)

Lee Rutledge (52)

Norman Durham (62)

Paul Mullen (45)

Margie Keener (48)

Susan Worthington (52)

Evelyn Johnson (63)

Dick Shawley (45)

Marvin Keener (48)

Rebecca Bair (54)

Robert Kerns (63)

Cynthia Shawley (45)

Andrea Arquitt (49)

Rita Breuninger (54)

Marilyn Heath (64)

Dorothy Spivey (45)

Ed Arquitt (49)

Rick Dearinger (54)

Anne Thomas (64)

Kay Stewart (45)

Edwin Koeppe (49)

Kay Enmeier (54)

Owen Thomas (64)

Connie Stiegler (45)

Allen Murphy (50)

David Smith (54)

Veta Jo Fenimore (66)

Barb Henderson (46)

Janna Murphy (50)

Catsy Gunn (55)

Louise Bellatti (70)

Bob Henderson (46)

Bettie Todd (50)

Jim Gunn (55)

Mary Thomas (71)

Ken McKinley (46)

Susie Glasscock (51)

Sydney Reding (55)

Dick Heath (79)

Mary McKinley (46)

Cathy Grove (51)

Jim Williams (55)

Kirk Mittelstet (46)

Pauline Kopecky (51)

Mary Frye (57)

Madelyn Mittelstet (46)

Beverly Perkins (51)

Judy Jones (59)
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WORSHIP & MUSIC
FPC Music Ministry

community. 2019 concerts included a
solo organ recital by Organist Rebecca
The Chancel Choir is a veritable family
te Velde in April in collaboration with
of hard-working singers who provide
trumpets Steffi Tetzloff and Austin
music in worship from mid-August to
Laurent and French horn Mary
mid-May. True ‘ministers of music’, they Monaghan, a concert in August by
serve God and this congregation in
pianist Heather Lanners and
worship while also caring for one
ornithologist Tim O’Connell presenting
another. ‘Choir Mom’ Nedra Segall
a lecture-recital in Fellowship Hall that
blessed us once more this year with her featured music of and about birds, and
unique ministry of encouragement and
rounded out by a solo organ recital by
support for our student members, who Dr. Michael Bedford, currently serving
often refer to the choir and FPC as their as the national President of the
home away from home. Our choral
American Guild of Organists, in
offerings spanned many centuries and
October.
styles of sacred Christian music,
presented in tandem with the
proclamation of the Word. Choral music From the Organ Bench
for the major liturgical festivals of Holy Director of Music/Organist, Rebecca te
Week and Easter, Reformation Sunday,
Velde completed her term as Dean of
All Saints Sunday, Advent Lessons and
the Cimarron Chapter of the American
Carols, and Christmas Eve highlighted
Guild of Organists (AGO). In 2019, she
some of our singers’ notable talents.
attended the Southwest Region AGP
convention in Denver, performed
Bell Choir Director Allison Johnston
recitals in Tulsa, Oklahoma City, and
continued her work with the Handbell
Stillwater, fulfilled a commission for a
Choir following her graduation from
set of three organ pieces, and
OSU in May. The Handbell Choir
commenced work on Volume 7 of
enriched worship services with their
Oxford Hymn Settings for Organists with
music several times each semester. A
co-editor David Bednall.
plethora of instrumentalists offered
their talents during worship this year.
The youth shared their talents on Youth
Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent, and
on Christmas Eve while the children
sang in worship several times, under the
guidance of our choral scholars and
Contemporary Music Coordinator. This
spring brought the resignation of Steve
Foust as CMC, and in August Jennifer
Smith was hired to fill that position.

Allison Johnston
Handbell Choir
Director

Amanda Barber
Choral Scholar

Clayton Headrick
Choral Scholar

Committee members: Phyllis Taylor (chair), Ed
Arquitt, John Mark Day, Brandi White, Leah
Hrachovec (staff), Jenny Hardin (staff), Rebecca
te Velde (staff), Jennifer Smith (staff)

Lexi Ferguson
Choral Scholar

Soli Deo Gloria Music
Begun in 2018, this music ministry
outreach is supported by the Joy Smith
Music Endowment and is meant to
highlight and share the beauty of our
Kawai grand piano and our Reuter pipe
organ with the congregation and wider
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Jennifer Smith
Contemporary Music
Coordinator
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The Chancel Choir, made up of both long-time, dedicated members, and the gifted
university students who serve as Choral Scholars, continues to bring joy to congregational
worship. Musical highlights of the year include Holy Week and Easter services, World
Communion Sunday, Reformation Sunday, All Saints, the annual Lessons and Carols
service, and Christmas Eve services.








Addition of Jennifer Smith to the church staff as our new Contemporary Music
Coordinator
Utilizing communication new tools such as SignUp Genius and the church app to
recruit and schedule liturgists and communion servers
More than 35 church members served as ushers this year, both for regular worship and
for funerals
Celebrations of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at all 8:30am worship services,
11:00am on selected Sundays, and during Wednesday midweek prayer, as approved by
Session
Our pastors and elders, joined by Rebecca te Velde and volunteer musicians led
worship on the 3rd Thursdays of even months at Golden Oaks Retirement Community.
Session approved the celebration of Communion at these services

Maintenance of the church’s musical instruments also falls under the Worship and Music
Committees responsibilities. A tremendous change occurred in 2019 when our longtime
organ technician, Roger Banks, passed away. With a newer technician located, we are experiencing increased costs in
routine upkeep and repairs to our organ, which was originally installed in the 1950’s and is quite valuable. In particular,
the organ console is reaching the end of its expected useful life, approaching 25 years old. A new console will cost
$5,000.00-$7,500 as a very preliminary estimate. This will require a fundraising expense in the next year or two.
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EDUCATION
The opportunities for education at
FPC in 2019 were diverse and
offered transformative learning for
all ages. Our work with Ministry
Architects came to a close in 2019,
the culmination of three years of
work building a strong foundation
for children’s and youth ministry.
Through this work, our volunteers
are equipped and appreciated
through events like the Leader
Launch and the Volunteer
Appreciation Brunch. Our
committees are becoming more
inspired to work together on
ministry opportunities rather than
remaining in age-segregated silos.
We celebrate 2019 as our first year
working toward our big three year
goals in children’s and youth
ministry.
Common Ministry Goals:
Connecting Generations - the goal is
to implement a plan to connect
generations within the church and
support intergenerational
relationships through intentional
planning and programming. An
intergenerational ministry task force
was created and began learning
about the research and best
practices for intergenerational
ministry and dreaming about how
best to support an intentionally
intergenerational culture at FPC.
Support, Equip, and Engage Families
with Children and Youth - several
listening sessions were held with
families with children and youth to
hear about their current needs and
desires related to how FPC can best

14

support families at FPC. This
information will be compiled to
create a plan tailored to the needs of
our families.
Children’s Ministry Goal: Worship
Engagement
The committee began discussions on
how we can best engage our 3rd-5th
graders in worship through
education and leadership. Potential
leadership roles have been
identified.
Youth Ministry Goal: Prayer
Our goal is to have youth who are
confident and consistent in their
prayer life and are comfortable
praying individually and out loud
with a group. We focused on training
our youth volunteers in their
confidence with prayer, as well as
introduced youth to a variety of
prayer practices.
Our second time offering Summer
GiFT (Generations in Faith Together)
resulted in four days of all ages
gathered to consider ‘Who Is My
Neighbor?’ Mister Rogers and the
story of the Good Samaritan
provided inspiration for our time
together through a curriculum
written by Jenna Campbell, Director
of Children and Youth Ministry. A
highlight was a full size trolley
constructed by James Causley, as
well as a focus on opportunities to
be a neighbor in our community,
state/nation, and world. 103
children, youth, and adults from FPC
and the community participated.

Annual Report 2020

Mark Dieman
Youth Ministry Assistant

Jenna Linholm
Youth Ministry Assistant

Carleigh Epperson
Children’s Ministry Assistant

Erin Lawson
Childcare Coordinator

EDUCATION
Adult Ministry
The Adult Ministry Committee works to
provide learning opportunities
throughout the year for curious adults,
including adults who are not members of
FPC.

The January Series 2019
For the fourth year in a row, the
committee’s programs started by hosting
a midday simulcast of the January Series
from Calvin College. The 15 programs in
the Series attracted 138 separate viewers
and a total viewing audience for the 15
days of 690 people, an average of 46
attendees per session.

Family Trees & Olive Branches
Led by Pastor Leah, this study used the
book by Christina Hergenrader to
explore topics about families, the
culture of families, and what we pass
down and learn from our families.

Common Ground: Talking About
Gun Violence in America
Led by Preston Bobo, this class utilized
the book by the same name to engage in
measured conversations about guns and
gun violence.

Feasting on the Word
Denise Rex continued her offering of
this adult Bible study class that follows
the Revised Common Lectionary and
features a multi-media format.

Love Carved in Stone
This once-a-month Bible study, led by
Pastor Leah Hrachovec, explored what it
would mean to consider the Ten
Commandments not as a harsh list of
what not to do, but instead, as a ‘love
letter’ from a loving God. This class
continues into the spring of 2020.

Faith on the Go

Started by Ken McCarley, this group’s
aim is to motivate FPCers to a more
This Lenten Devotional Class, led by
active lifestyle, however that looks to
Pastor Jenny, covered how we let go of
them. Activities such as the Monthly
things that might hold us back, like fear, Step Challenge aim for some friendly
and how we cultivate new life when we
competition, and additional activities are
believe in ourselves and trust in the
planned for 2020.
Lord.

Cultivating and Letting Go

The 15 speakers provided insight on
current social, political, personal and
religious issues, including how
inequality affects health, why the death
penalty is antithetical to the teachings of
Jesus, and continuing conversations on
Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our
race,
Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder

Sunday Morning Class
Offerings

Sunday Evening Class Offering

Using this book by Richard Louv, Jenny
Bobo and Rev. Deb Meinke led a
discussion on Louv’s research-supported
main thesis: “that direct exposure to
nature is essential for healthy childhood
development.”

Neighborhood Church
This class challenged attendees to explore
how FPC can become a vibrant and
engaging community partner with the
families and neighborhoods living around
us. Led by Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin.
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Women’s Retreat
In late February, a group of FPC women
gathered at Osage Forest of Peace for a
weekend retreat. Led by Pastor Jenny in
prayer and worship and Cindy Rigby
(W.C. Brown Professor of Theology at
Austin Seminary) in discussion about
the theology of play, participants were
given opportunities to learn, fellowship,
and relax.
Committee members: Kent Olson (chair),
Andrea Arquitt, Jenny Bobo, Linda Burks,
Kelly McCarley, Ken McCarley, Bill Segall,
Jenny Hardin (staff)
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EDUCATION
Youth Ministry
Worship

Twenty youth led worship at FPC on
Youth Sunday in early February
based on the community theme
they’d spent the previous semester
studying. A memorable moment was
the musical offering by the youth of
the song, “One Voice” by the Wailin’
Jennys. The youth presented the
scripture and provided leadership
for the Maundy Thursday service
during Holy Week. Away from FPC,
eight youth worshipped, played, and
studied with youth from across the
state and beyond at Dwight Mission
Camp and Conference Center in
Vian, OK at summer camp. And four
FPC youth and Jenna Campbell
travelled to Purdue University in
West Lafayette, IN with over 30
others from the Oklahoma
delegation to attend the Presbyterian
Youth Triennium. Compelling
preachers and inspiring worship and
music were a highlight for the group.

Interfaith Focus

In 2019, our youth experienced
several opportunities to increase
their understanding of and
relationships with people of differing
faiths. In the spring, the Islamic
Society’s youth hosted FPC youth at
the mosque. In turn, our youth
hosted the Islamic Society’s youth at
FPC for a church tour, conversation,
and fellowship in May. In September,
our youth joined 300 other youth
from across the state of Oklahoma
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for the Interfaith Tour in Oklahoma
City sponsored by the Oklahoma
Conference of Churches. They had
the opportunity to visit OKC First
Church of the Nazarene, a Hindu
temple, and the Islamic Society of
Greater Oklahoma City.

Faith Formation

In Sunday school, our 6th-7th graders
spent the year doing a survey of the
Old and New Testaments. In the
spring, our 8th and 9th graders
finished their year of Confirmation
and we confirmed 5 youth. In the
fall, our Junior High class studied
the Greatest Commandment and the
10 Commandments. Our 10th-12th
graders finished a study on Sticky
Faith, focusing on how to nurture
faith that sticks after high school, as
well as a Lenten study. In the fall,
they reflected on stewardship and
began a book study on Being
Presbyterian in the Bible Belt. At PYG
(Presbyterian Youth Group), youth
spent the fall semester diving deep
into prayer: why we do it and how we
do it. Each youth had a prayer
journal and prayer challenges were
modeled each week at PYG, exposing
the youth to diverse prayer practices.

Service

Many of our youth serve in
leadership roles in the church:
liturgists, ushers, musicians in
worship, Children and Worship
storytellers and helpers, Earth Care
Team members, children’s ministry
committee members, and serving in
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leadership roles for our Summer
GiFT program. Our Youth Sunday
Leadership Team also provides a
space for older youth to lead in
ministry.

Community Building

Through Taco Tuesdays in the
summer, a thrift store shopping
adventure, the lock-in, and Friday
Night Live events through the year,
our youth enjoyed many
opportunities to fellowship and
share the Spirit with one another. 17
youth kicked off the new school year
at our PYG Kickoff and learned about
youth opportunities for the year.
Their community extends beyond
the church building through support
and encouragement of one another
during the week using the GroupMe
app.
Committee members: Mindy Martin (chair),
Sandy Cohlmia, Rick Dearinger, Kristen
Kulling, Cassidy McCann (spring), Tim Riley,
Courtney Savage, Jenna Campbell (staff),
Jenna Linholm (staff), Mark Dieman (staff)

Children’s Ministry
Worship

Several children served in worship as
ushers and as liturgists. It was a joy
to have the children sing in worship
four times over the year, in addition
to the children ringing bells on
Christmas carols during worship on a
Sunday in December. Our Children
and Worship program offers a special
worship opportunity for children
ages 3-3rd grade. 16 volunteers served
as storytellers and helpers, guiding
the children in a worship experience
through storytelling and wondering
questions.

Faith Formation

Our little ones in the nursery receive
special care from our nursery
workers and Child Care Coordinator,
Erin Lawson. All children ages 4-3rd
grade start the Sunday school hour
with a gathering time in the Worship
Center. They enjoyed music led by
Steve Foust (spring) and Jennifer

Smith (fall) and our choral scholars.
They also had time each Sunday to
check-in with their small groups for
prayer requests and sharing.
The 1st-5th grade SpiritLink Sunday
school continued using the workshop
rotation model with the curriculum
Spark Rotation by Sparkhouse
Publishing. Our Faith Kidnection
Class (3 and 4 year olds) spent time
learning about important stories in
the Old and New Testaments using
the Walk With Me curriculum. Our 11
Sunday school volunteers are crucial
to creating our welcoming, warm
learning environment.
Three 3rd graders received their
Bibles in worship and gained Bible
reading skills during the Exploring
My Bible class with their parents. In
addition to the parent-child class, we
also held a parent Bible class to
increase their understanding of and
confidence in using the Bible. Six FPC
children experienced summer camp
Annual Report 2020

at Dwight Mission Camp and
Conference Center in Vian, OK.

Service, Community Building and
Fellowship

Our revamped Pumpkin Palooza
event for children and their families
was held at Dennis and Judy Ferrell’s
property and included a hayride,
ziplines, paddleboating, fall games,
pumpkin painting, and roasting hot
dogs. The afternoon was enjoyed by
184 people, 126 of which were guests
from the Stillwater community.
Children also participated with their
families in the quarterly FPC service
days at Our Daily Bread, as well as
several fellowship events through the
year with the congregation.
Committee members: Melody Reavis (chair),
Mabrie Baldwin, Lyle Eastman, Shannan
Frohock, Sydney Reding, Eric Savage, Laura
Smith, Jenna Campbell (staff), Carleigh
Epperson (staff)
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UKIRK
UKIRK is the primary function of the Church’s
University Ministry program. UKIRK stands for
“University Church” (Kirk being the Scottish word for
church). UKIRK meets as a group of university students
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm. The group has
other gatherings for special occasions, and enjoyed
fellowship meals together on several Sundays, on Ash
Wednesday after worship, an end-of-year gathering with
a campfire at the home of Tim and Tami Krehbiel, and
a Christmas party.

This year, the University Ministry Committee and UKirk
also co-hosted a Block Party with Fellowship & Family in
late August. UKirk helps with Saturday Brunch on the
5th Saturdays and has been spending time during
Wednesday gatherings to clean out cupboards and
closets in the church building.
University Ministry supports our university students by
hosting meals, assembling and distributing finals care
packages, and praying for them. In 2019, University
Ministry implemented a new gathering for current OSU
faculty and staff, meeting for lunch at Qdoba in
November.

UKIRK Committee: Tami Krehbiel (chair), John Mark Day, Paula
Meriwether, Ethan Williams (staff), Jenny Hardin (staff)

Ethan Williams
UKIRK Assistant

PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL
This year we have 97 children
enrolled from 86 families. The
Preschool program’s mission is to
supplement and support family
experiences by nurturing the
spiritual, emotional, social,
intellectual, physical, and aesthetic
development of each child.
Outside time develops both fine
and gross motor skills, social
skills, and creativity, and it’s a
great emotional outlet. During Fire
Safety week, the firefighters came
and taught the children about fire
safety and being a firefighter.
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Dana Brown

In November of 2019, 5 teachers
and director Dana Brown traveled
to Nashville, TN to attend the
NAEYC conference. Their time
there was spent learning about
current national trends in early
childhood education and
furthering their knowledge in
many ways.
Jenna Campbell, FPC Director of
Children & Youth Ministries,
continues to support the
Preschool’s optional chapel time
by leading the Tuesday chapel
time. Optional chapel is also
offered on Fridays.
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Preschool Director

BOY SCOUT TROOP 820
2019 was another great year for Boy Scout Troop 820.
Without your support, camping supplies and activities
would be subpar. Leadership, teamwork, values,
service, and other life skills learned and experienced in 
Boy Scouts is of great benefit to a child’s life, and help
shape them into knowledgeable and genuine adults.
A few highlights of Troop 820’s year include:





Major flooding in the church basement where the
troop meets due to heavy rainfall in April and May.
With a collaborative efforts from the church and
the troop, there is a new floor and fresh paint on
the walls!
In June, several scouts enjoyed a week of summer

camp at Tom Hale Boy Scout Reservation in
Talihina, OK.
Later in the month, several scouts and leaders
spent 2 weeks at Philmont Boy Scout Ranch near
Cimarron, NM.



Several award ceremonies were held throughout
2019, including Eagle Ceremonies for Jared
Croston and Josh Skillings.



At the end of 2019, the troop bid farewell to Jared,
Josh, Benjamin Houser, and Caedmon Shideler.

We are thankful for the church’s generous support, and
are looking forward to another great year in 2020!

ENDOWMENT
The Endowment Committee works to inform the
congregation of the benefits of endowment funds, inform
members regarding special bequests to the church,
oversee the prudent management of the endowment
funds and inform the congregation, Session, families and
other related parties about the impact of named
endowments which have been established for the benefit
of the church.
Examples of support provided by endowments during
2019 included:

 Total replacement in 2020 of technology equipment
in Scrolls & Scribes classroom for Sunday School use
from the Sheerar Child/Youth Endowment
 Long-term maintenance of the facilities of First
Presbyterian Church from Unrestricted Endowment
 The Soli Deo Gloria music concert series supported
by funds from the Joy Smith Music Endowment
 Support to the Presbyterian Preschool program from
the Gumm Preschool, Colleen Murphy, and Darlow
Endowments.

 Support to the Deacons Crisis Assistance from the
Clapp Deacon’s Endowment
Endowment funds are invested in the New Covenant
Trust Company, a division of the Presbyterian
Foundation, PCUSA. Funds are invested according to
an identified strategy and consistent with social
witness principles adopted by the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The total market
value of the endowment funds on December 31, 2019
was $1,621,027.15. Financial gifts given to the
church’s endowment may be given as legacy gifts to
FPC or to help ensure the future of a specific ministry.
2019 Committee Members
Donna Koeppe (Chair)
Margie Keener
Kent Olson
Lynn Osborn
Tim Riley
Arletta Webster
Becky Schlais (Session liaison)
Leah Hrachovec (ex-officio)
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LOCAL MISSION
Mission of Hope Life Skills

Yearbook/Supplies

Homebound and Newborns

Classes were taught the first and third
Wednesday of each month to the
clients of Mission of Hope. The classes
offered included: Getting a Job,
Keeping a Job, Getting Organized,
Problem Solving and Transactions,
Maintaining Health, Budgeting,
Keeping Your Money and Legal Issues.
Clients are required to attend all eight
of the session offerings. This year,
childcare was not provided during
class time, but we provided a tub filled
with coloring books and crayons.
Members of the deacons and the
congregation shared their time and
expertise in conducting these sessions.

The deacons provided one dozen Case
Logic Z binders to the Stillwater Middle
School for those in need. They also
provided money for the purchase of 8
yearbooks for middle school students
and 8 yearbooks for junior high
students unable to purchase them.

Our homebound members received
cards throughout the year, lilies at
Easter, and poinsettias at Christmas.
They were also offered home
communion. Newborn babies in the
Reavis and Plum families were
welcomed with newborn baby baskets.

Giving Tree

Board of Deacons

Gifts were purchased based on written
requests, and were distributed to the
following local agencies: Mission of
Hope (31), Wings of Hope (40), Payne
County Youth Shelter (17), and Church
of the Harvest for Operation
Christmas/ACTION (31). DHS received
19 Wal-Mart cards in the amount of
$20 each.

Mary Emmet, Co-Moderator
Judy Ferrell, Co-Moderator

2019
Betsy Showalter
Jim Beckstrom
K Cohlmia
Community Food Offering
Mary Emmet
Lisa McGaw
240 pounds of non-perishable food
items were collected and delivered to
Jason White
Compassionate Meals
Our Daily Bread (ODB) here in
Jean Aresco
Stillwater. FPC Deacons collected $300 This ministry provides a family meal
Leo Reges (young adult)
during their 2019 meetings which was and/or reception in conjunction with a
memorial
service
when
the
church
also donated to ODB. The Deacons
2020
family experiences the death of a
continued to organize quarterly
Belinda Bruner
member
or
friend
of
the
congregation.
volunteer days for Saturday shopping
In
2019,
compassionate
meals
Judy Ferrell
assistance at ODB and plan to continue
volunteers
provided
the
comfort
of
Heather Lanners
these in 2020.
food and support on behalf of 8
Suzii Parsons
church members’ families.
Saturday Community Brunch
Denise Rex
This ministry is another way that our
Barbara Stoecker
Stillwater Pioneer Pantry
church shows its heart to the
community. A warm meal is prepared
2021
Once we learned there are 40+
and served each Saturday to anyone
Becky Bair
homeless students in Stillwater and
who would like to share in the meal
450+ district wide, we partnered with
Casey Billingsley
and fellowship. Some of our guests
Stillwater Pioneer Pantry to help pre-K Linda Burks
have been coming almost since the
- 12th graders in need at all 10 school
inception of the brunch about seven or sites. In April and August we collected Ben Matthews
Megan Matthews
eight years ago. A team of volunteers
basic hygiene items, gently used
is responsible for each Saturday’s
Pat Razook
Stillwater Pioneers/Eskimo Joes/OSU
meal. Some teams provide breakfast,
apparel, and cash offerings to buy Walwhile others provide lunch. During
Mart gift cards. We collected a total of
2019, volunteers prepared and served $631 in 2019, allowing us to purchase Community Use of FPC Space
Many local groups use space at FPC for
3,623 trays of nutritious meals.
Wal-Mart cards so that teachers could
Leftover food is sent home with
their weekly or monthly meetings,
take students shopping for basic
guests, sent to the Mission of Hope, or necessities.
helping make our facilities truly part
designated for the DBSA monthly
of the wider community.
meal. 196 bags are filled with healthy
Mental Health Outreach
snacks and distributed to any children
7th Day Adventist Spanish Church
This ministry provides a meal once
who are present, as a way to provide
AlAnon
each month to members of the
some extra food over the weekend.
American Guild of Organists
Depression and Bi-polar Support
2779 shelf-stable peanut butter and
Church Women United
jelly sandwiches were also provided to Alliance (DBSA). Saturday Brunch is
Companion Animal Assistance Program
often able to set aside some of the
our guests.
Daughters of the American Revolution
week’s entrée that can be frozen and
Depression and Bi-polar Support Alliance
designated for this dinner. Deacons
Edwin Fair
Sock Ministry
share in the responsibility for
Iglesia de Dios Pentecostes
This ministry began during the latter
providing bread, salad/vegetable, and
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill
half of 2018. New socks are distributed dessert to accompany the meal.
OSU American Sign Language Club
to our Saturday Brunch guests on the
Supporting the work of this group by
OSU Parkinson’s Exercise Group
first Saturday of each month. During
providing food and sharing in
Stephen Ministry ecumenical training
2019, we provided approximately 970 fellowship is one way that our church’s Victim’s Impact panel
pairs of socks to men, women, and
heart goes out to the community.
children.
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21

WORLD MISSIONS &
DENOMINATIONAL CONCERNS
World Mission and Denomination Concerns supported
a number of ministries in Oklahoma and beyond in
2019.



With the church, sponsored a mission trip to
Goodland Academy near Hugo, OK in July. 18 FPC
members and friends participated in the
continued work on the chapel at Goodland,
completing the insulation and re-siding of the
west wall.



Hosted and coordinated a visit of guests Rev. Nase
Chunga and Alfred Nthakomwa from the Synod of
Livingstonia in Malawi.



Supported the move of the Fair Trade Store to the
old Cimarron Resource Room.



Gives thanks for the Earth Care Team in keeping
up FPC’s certification as an Earth Care
Congregation.



Coordinated with Tim Hardin and Kathy Thomas
to share about their experience in McAllen, TX
with Synod of the Sun



Supported Solar Under the Sun through FPC
member attendance and teaching at Solar School
and in helping to fund and support a Solar Under
the Sun building trip to Puerto Rico.



Encouraged generous giving to all four PC(USA)
Special Offerings (One Great Hour of Sharing,
Pentecost, Peace and Global Witness, and
Christmas Joy).

STAFF SERVES LARGER CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Leah R. Hrachovec






Led Solar 1 Training at Solar School for Solar
Under the Sun
Served on Board of Directors for Stillwater
CARES
Convened Stillwater Ministerium monthly
meetings
Member, Permanent Judicial Commission,
Cimarron Presbytery

Rev. Jenny Hardin



Continues to serve on the More Light
Presbyterians Board of Directors



Preached/led worship in the Ecumenical Holy
Week services hosted by FUMC

 University of the Ozarks



 Solar Under the Sun (including a scholarship for
Rachel Schlais to attend Solar School.)

Preached for Baccalaureate at Blackburn College
(a PCUSA affiliated liberal arts college)



Wrote and gave the invocation at Relay for Life

 Dwight Mission Camp and Conference Center



Contributed a submission to ‘Words for
Waiting’, an Advent Devotional published by
UKirk, in partnership with the Office of
Christian Formation

Financial contributions by World Mission and
Denominational Concerns in 2019 included:

 Theological Education Foundation

 Mission co-workers Les & Cindy Morgan (retired in
2019) and Jed & Jenny Koball
 Support for General Assembly Projects
Committee Members: Bill Henley (chair), Julie Bills, Casey
Campbell, Gerrit Cuperus, Steve Fairbanks, Jenny Hardin
(staff)
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Jenna Campbell



Past Moderator and Exam Administrator for the
Educator Certification Committee for the PC
(USA)



President, South Central Region of the
Association of Presbyterian Church Educators



Curriculum writer for the 2019 PC(USA) Special
Offerings for the denomination



Cimarron Presbytery Registrar for Presbyterian
Youth Triennium



Summer Camp Chaplain, Dwight Mission Camp
and Conference Center



Cimarron Presbytery Council member



Member of Oklahoma Presbyterian Network,
helping to plan the 2019 Tri-Presbytery meeting
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First Presbyterian Church Celebrates the Love and Grace of God by:

Growing through Bible Study, Prayer, and Worship,
Reaching Out to Serve,
Accepting questions,
Connecting people to Jesus Christ, One Another, and the World, and
Embracing All.
We gratefully respond as a part of the holy universal Church. Thanks be
to God!
We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

524 S. DUNCAN STREET
STILLWATER, OK 74074
405-372-5580
WWW.STILLWATERFPC.ORG
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