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First Presbyterian Church Staff
Pastor
Leah R. Hrachovec
leah.hrachovec@stillwaterfpc.org
Associate Pastor
Jenny Hardin
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org
Parish Associate
Verne Arens
arensv@gmail.com
Director of Children and Youth
Jenna Campbell
jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org
Church Administrator
Magdalena Vinson
magdalena.vinson@stillwaterfpc.org
Finance/Office Assistant
Mary Beth Garoffolo
marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org
Director of Music/Organist
Rebecca te Velde
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org
Handbell Choir Director
Allison Johnston
allisonjplaysviolin@gmail.com
Digital & Contemporary Music
Coordinator
Brandon Bowman
Coordinator of Older Adult Ministry
Kelly McCarley
kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org

ANNOUNCEMENTS
8:30 am Worship Begins Again on Sunday, August 22nd!
Thank you for your worship survey responses!
8:30am worship joins the Sunday schedule starting August 22!
Upon recommendation from Worship & Music, and in consideration of
member and friends’ responses to the Short Worship Survey conducted in July,
Session has approved the addition of an 8:30am worship service at FPC to
begin on Sunday, August 22. 8:30am worship will include the celebration of the
Sacrament of Communion, and will likely be a shorter service than 11:00am
worship.
Consider attending the 8:30am service this fall, particularly if a shorter service
and one in which greater physical distancing from other worshipers makes this
new service a good option for you. Our 11:00am worship service will continue
in person and online.

A Note Regarding COVID-19 Policies and Procedures
We are excited to be planning gatherings for the fall and the
beginning of the academic year. At this time, the COVID Response
Task Force continues to meet weekly to review the latest guidelines
from the CDC, discuss questions about policies for building use and
group gatherings, and to pray for our FPC community. Please know
that we are excited to see you at our planned upcoming events, and
that they also may change based on local trends and positivity rates.
If you have questions or concerns, please reach out to a member of
the COVID Response Task Force: Thad Leffingwell (chair), Jim Ansley,
Andrea Arquitt, Kirk Mittelstet, and Becky Schlais.

Childcare Coordinator
Erin Lawson
childcare@stillwaterfpc.org
UKIRK Assistant
Youth Ministry Assistants
Elijah Ankrom
Haley Brobston
Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org
Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers

Scouts’ Good Turn
FPC and our Board of Trustees thanks our Boy Scout Troop 820 and the Cub
Scouts, a new younger co-ed pack who will soon be meeting regularly at FPC.
These two groups of scouts have been pulling up weeds this summer and
adding to the cadre of excellent FPC volunteers who have been shaping our
green spaces into places of beauty again after a hard winter season.
We are grateful for our partnership with these hard-working scouts and their
leaders!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; a branch will sprout from his roots. The Lord’s spirit will rest upon him,
a spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of planning and strength, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord.
-Isaiah 11:1-2 (CEB)

Maybe it’s because so much of the last year and a half has been strange and hard, but it seemed like a real
2020/2021 thing that most of our crepe myrtles in Oklahoma took a big hit this year. These beautiful shrub trees
that had flourished tall and strong and flowery for many years just, didn’t, this spring.
While we may mourn the loss of so much growth, even shade, in the bare spots in our church butterfly garden
(and some of our own yards) this year, it is a comfort to see those little shoots that grow quickly off to the side
of most of these crepe myrtle stumps. Little spouts of green on the edges of so much dead wood remind us that
God’s creation is constantly surprising us and showing us a way, if we have eyes to see.
What comes back may look very different than what was before, and maybe for good reason. Isaiah was trying
to convey this hard and good news to the people of God many centuries ago. They had been all but wiped out,
not by a pandemic, but by a war in the region that deeply divided even those who shared common culture and
religion. Into this devastation, Isaiah shares a divine vision: the “stump” of Jesse, their ancestor in faith, that
looks so dead is not, in fact. Growing again requires a reprioritization of those most vulnerable, in order that all
life may flourish.
Isaiah reminds them that justice produces peace. For life to flourish again, they must follow a new leader that
God will raise up, who “will judge the needy with righteousness, and decide with equity for those who suffer in
the land” (Isaiah 11:4). For us, the righteous one that we follow is Jesus our Lord, who brought into fruition the
prophecies of Isaiah for a community that heals, restores, speaks truth, and welcomes the outcast into the
household of God.
This pandemic has changed us. May we, with God’s help, (re)grow in ways that reflect Christ’s desire that there
would be no division between us, that we would honor God with the whole of our lives, and love our neighbors
as ourselves. It is true that our lives, including our community of faith, have been changed by this pandemic. But
in great love and mercy, God in Christ has given us a “spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of planning
and strength, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord,” so that we, and the world, can thrive and grow
again.
As we look to a new fall season, may we hold those new understandings, new plans, new schedules, with a spirit
of God’s wisdom, justice, and love. May God help your life, and the life of the world, grow into greater
faithfulness and peace.
In hope,

There are a thousand reasons to live this life, every one of them is sufficient.
- Marilynne Robinson, Gilead (2004)
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Calling all 2021-2022 children’s and youth ministry volunteers!
Be equipped and inspired for a great year ahead in children’s and youth
ministry. Volunteers will leave this event feeling energized, appreciated,
and informed about the directions our ministries are headed and your
part in all of this. PLUS the chance to win gift cards in several drawings!
Please RSVP by August 11 at www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning. Child care
will be provided.

Child Protection Policy Training
Two Options:
In-person on Sunday, August 29,
12:15-1:15pm – Fellowship Hall
Online (two required courses)
All volunteers in children’s and youth ministry
(and intergenerational mission trip
participants) are required to be trained before
starting their volunteer service. The training is
good for three years.
Please RSVP by August 11th at
www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning to let us know
how you would like to complete the training
(in-person or online).

st

th

For children and youth in 1 -12 grade
The Pay It Forward Challenge is an opportunity for FPC 1st-12th graders to
experience the joy of generosity and make an impact in this world. Thanks
to the generosity of Leone List and her estate’s gift to FPC, our 1st-12th
graders will receive cash in the amount of $100-$150 to use to make a
difference in our community and the world. A Pay It Forward Kickoff will
start the challenge on September 12 at 9:45am in Fellowship Hall.
Claire Grace, a Stillwater native and founder of the Show Compassion
Foundation, will be the speaker and will inspire the children and youth to
consider how they can use their gift to make an impact. They’ll then have 2
months to learn about needs, listen for God’s call to give, multiply their gift
by inviting others to join them, and carry out their giving. Children and
youth will share stories of how the money was used in worship on
November 14th.
Have a 1st-12th grader who wants to participate in the Pay It Forward
challenge? Register by September 8 at www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning

If you choose the online option, after you
register using the link above, the access
information for the two required courses will
be emailed to you by Jenna Campbell.

PLEASE NOTE
As of printing, Children’s and Youth Ministry
Sunday activities will take place inside in our
children’s and youth spaces. We are monitoring
COVID numbers and meeting weekly with our
COVID Task Force to best determine our safe
practices at FPC. Updates regarding masks and
changes in plans will be communicated through
the weekly email sent by Director of Children and
Youth Ministry, Jenna Campbell.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Children and Worship Returns August 22nd!
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are invited to come to Children and
Worship each Sunday in the Westminster Room following the Time
with Children at the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Just follow the banner
and the volunteers will be waiting at the back of the sanctuary!
This age-appropriate worship time includes singing and signing, praying
and scripture story-telling. There is also a time to respond to the sacred
stories using art, books, puzzles, or working with the stories they have
just seen and heard. As we respond to God’s love, we also have a time
for children to offer their coins or talents. Parents may pick up children
in the Westminster Room immediately following worship.
Parents, please note: On days that communion is celebrated in the
sanctuary, your child will be brought back to the sanctuary during the
singing of the doxology following the Offering. You may meet them at
the back of the sanctuary or volunteers will assist them in finding their
families in the pews. It’s important that children experience the
sacrament with their families and congregation.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Every Sunday from 9:45-10:45am – begins and ends in the Worship Center!
Gathering Time
Faith Kid-nection and SpiritLink children are invited to start the Sunday school hour at 9:45am in the Worship Center. We’ll
gather and sing together before the Shepherds take the kids to their classrooms. They’ll be back to the Worship Center by
10:45 where parents can pick up their children.
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Children Pre-K to Kindergarten age are invited to join in play, games and songs as we explore God’s love,
grow in faith, and learn how to share God’s love with others using the Walk with Me curriculum. This class
meets in room 122 in the preschool wing, and begins and ends in the Worship Center.
Teachers: Melody Reavis and Dustin Charter
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink is a workshop rotation-model Sunday School in which students learn about a Bible story or theme
from different perspectives throughout each unit. Lessons are told throughout the year using various ways of
learning: art, science, computers, storytelling, cooking, movies, drama, and more!
Creators: 1st-3rd graders – Shepherd: Jenny Broyles
Makers: 4th-5th grades – Shepherd: Suzii Parsons
Our units for this fall will focus on Seeing Jesus with a focused study on Matthew 25 (hungry, thirsty, stranger, poor, sick,
imprisoned).
SpiritLink Teachers and Shepherds 2021-2022
Thank you for serving!
Shepherds: Jenny Broyles & Suzii Parsons; Modern Magi – Virginia Charter; Scrolls & Scribes – Nat Cooper
Thou Art – Kim Leffingwell and Nancy Beckstrom; On Location – Shannan Frohock
www.stillwaterfpc.org
Burning Bush Theater – Courtney and Eric Savage
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YOUTH MINISTRY
SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES FOR YOUTH
9:45-10:45am in the Youth Suite
Our Sunday school curriculum is intentionally designed for youth to explore
their faith from a variety of perspectives through their years in Youth Sunday
School.
Gathering Time – 9:45am
Youth Sunday school begins at 9:45am all together in the Youth Suite for a
gathering and connection time before splitting up into age groups for more
focused discussion and study.
Middle School (grades 6-7) (Youth Suite Blue Room)
Connect – connecting God’s big story. This year, the class is focused on the
Old Testament. In each session, youth gather to watch a hilarious animated
video, tap their creativity for hands-on activities to explore the scripture, and
learn and share thoughts and ideas about the week’s Bible story or theme.
Teachers: Haley Brobston and Tim Krehbiel
Junior High (grades 8-9) (Youth Suite Orange Room)
The Great Commandment
This class will explore what it means to Love God, Love Self, and Love Others,
including discussions on relationships and faith and human sexuality.
Teachers: Brenda and Kelly Nipp, Claire Leffingwell
Senior High (grades 10-12) (Youth Suite- Main Area)
Sticky Faith: Nurturing Faith Beyond High School. Senior high youth will
consider theological frameworks and real-world ideas to build a solid
foundation that endures through the faith struggles they will face in college.
Teacher: Mindy Martin, Elijah Ankrom, Caroline Mosier

PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sundays, 5:00-6:30 p.m. in the Youth Suite
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship,
discipleship, and living our faith. At PYG, we play,
laugh, pray, study scripture, serve, ask big
questions, and grow as faithful disciples. Join us!
PYG Sponsors for 2021-2022
Kim Leffingwell
Rusty Rex
Tim Riley
August
22
Youth Fall Kickoff (5:00-7:00pm)
29
PYG (5:00-6:30pm)
September
5
No PYG (Happy Labor Day!)
12
PYG
19
Possible Camp Night (more info to come)
24-26 Intergenerational Mission Trip to
Goodland Academy

Welcome to our new Youth Ministry
Assistant, Elijah Ankrom!
Elijah will be joining Haley Brobston in
working with our youth this year.
Hello, my name is Elijah Ankrom, and I am
thrilled to begin my journey at First Presbyterian Church,
Stillwater. I am 21 years old and grew up in Yukon,
Oklahoma. I counseled at Dwight Mission Presbyterian
Camp and Conference Center for two years. I then
counseled two summers, including this past summer, at
Glacier Presbyterian Center in Montana. I am thrilled to get
to join the Youth Ministry Team and work with your
amazing youth. A fun fact about me is I ran Division I Track
and Cross Country at University of Central Arkansas my
freshman year of college.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Food Safety Training
Sunday, September 12 at 12:15 pm
in Fellowship Hall
Are you a regular volunteer in our kitchens? Have you considered
helping with our Saturday brunch ministry? If so, you are invited to
join us for food safety training, a yearly requirement for us to
continue as part of The Emergency Food Assistance Program (this is
what allows us to receive food from the regional food bank to
supplement our brunch ministry). Whether you have been a long-time
volunteer or are only just getting involved, we hope you will join us for
this 30-minute training workshop.

It's Pioneer Pantry time again!
Please bring toiletries, Walmart gift cards
or cash/checks for students right here in
Stillwater who may not have a stable
place to live. All donations are managed by the
SHS's Pioneer Pantry and given to students in need.
Bring your donations to the church on August 15th
after the 11:00 am worship service. We will either
have a table inside or a drive thru where you can drop
them off.
Please let Casey Billingsley know if you have any
questions.

6th -12th graders and their families are welcome at
our first ever PYG Summer Book Club discussion!
Meet at the pavilion at the OSU Botanic Garden and
we’ll discuss the book “The Boy Who Harnessed the
Wind” by William Kamkwamba. The book is also
available in a young reader’s edition and a picture
book. Come (if you’ve finished the book or not!) and
let’s talk about this amazing story of one person
whose idea changed a community.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Adult Sunday School
9:45 am on Sunday mornings
Feasting on the Word
Sundays, August 22 - November 21
led by Denise Rex
Meets in the Upper Room (south end of second floor)
Feasting on the Word follows the Revised Common Lectionary, inviting participants into the rhythm of the church year. Join
us to explore questions that will help us better understand the biblical passage for the week.
Table Talk - see page 9 for details
Sundays, August 22 - September 23
led by Casey Campbell and the Stewardship & Finance Committee
Meets in Fellowship Hall

Fall Presbytery Book Study
Becoming Brave: Finding the Courage to Pursue Racial
Justice Now by Brenda Salter McNeil
Tuesdays at 3:00 pm, beginning September 7, via
Zoom.
This fall, Cimarron Presbytery will be reading Becoming
Brave together. To be added to the class list, contact
Pastor Jenny Hardin at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org
or in the church office at 405-372-5580.

Couple Check-up Gathering
Sunday, August 8 at 4:00 pm
in the Courtyard at FPC
Join us as we meet and get to know
others who participated in taking the
Couple Check-Up assessment. We will
have light refreshments and talk about
helpful next steps.

Seasoned Adults
It was great to see everyone for our July program,
and to be able to share a meal together! Thank you
to Dr. Tim Hardin for the informative presentation
on household waste recycling. We will not have a
program in August, but on September 20th we will
welcome representatives from the Stillwater
Chamber of Commerce to discuss what’s new and
coming for Stillwater. Please reserve the date and
we hope to see you then.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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TABLE TALK: A FUTURE WITH HOPE
9:45-10:45 am Sundays
August 22 - September 26
Fellowship Hall
Tables are defined as “a piece of furniture with a flat top and one or more legs, providing a level surface on which objects
may be placed, and that can be used for such purposes as eating, writing, working or playing games.” As I think about the
many tables I have sat around in my life, I think the definition is missing one key element, that element being a place for
conversation. Almost every table I have encountered in my life, there has been some form of conversation. Around our
table, we share details of our day, laugh, cry, and have tough discussions.
One of the early memories of my life is my grandparent’s table. A large, oval shaped, wooden table draped with a blue
vinyl tablecloth was the center piece of many family gatherings from birthdays to holidays to a quiet meal after a long day
in the fields. Although there were no assigned seats, everyone understood that my granddad sat at one end, my
grandmother at the other with my family on one side and my cousin’s family directly across. But even with the implied
seating arrangement, we often added a seat or two for others to join us, a place for those to gather who may not have
been family but welcome all the same. No matter what, there was a place for everyone at that big table with the blue
vinyl tablecloth in my grandmother’s kitchen.
Whether at my grandparent’s table, crowded around the hood of an Army HUMVEE eating a quick meal before another
patrol in Iraq, or our family sharing a small hospital tray table having one last meal together in my dad’s final hours,
tables are a place where we gather, we talk, where we can welcome friends and strangers, a place where all are
welcome.
We are inviting you to the FPC table to join in a six-week conversation about our church family – the blessings and
problems the past year brought; our hopes and dreams for the future; how we can support one another and our
community. The discussion will be during Sunday School (9:45-10:45 a.m.) in Fellowship Hall running August 22 thru
September 26.
Grab a cup of coffee, sit with us, and let’s talk…
Casey Campbell and the Stewardship & Finance Committee

PW NEWS
PW/Circle will meet Wednesday, September 8, at 10:00 a.m.
Location will be determined at a later date with information
sent prior to September 8. Pastor Leah will lead the 20212022 PW/Horizons Bible Study: What My Grandmothers
Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s
Genealogy of Jesus. The Bible Study books will be available
at the September meeting.
All women and guests are welcome.
If you have any questions about Circle and the Bible Study,
please contact Mary McKinley, moderator, at 405-377-4367.

Coffee & Conversation
We are excited for our new program “Coffee and Conversation”,
where we will meet with our parishioners at the Independent
and Assisted Living facilities here in Stillwater. The tentative
schedule is as follows:
2nd Tuesday 10:00 am – Legacy Village in the Private Lounge
3rd Tuesday 10:45 am – Primrose in the Pub
4th Tuesday 10:00 am - Golden Oaks in the Small Dining Room
If you live in one of these facilities, please come and join Pastor
Leah Hrachovec, Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin and Older Adult
Ministry Coordinator Kelly McCarley for coffee, snacks and a
joyful time together. We look forward to seeing you there!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Lavon Alexander
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
Bobbie Aupperle
David Awtrey
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Sarah Bartlett (Hardin)
Betty Bays
Zella Beers
The Berry Family (Berry)
Mandy Blackburn
Rose Marie Bligh
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Betty Lou Branson (Frohock)
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Janet Cole
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Conrado and Miriam (Hardin)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Sara Davies
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Eva Elassi
Lori Fagan
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Halana (Leffingwell)
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Bob Harding
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Nikki Hoffman
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
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Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Larry Johnson (te Velde)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Margy Knox
Evelyn Koehn (Good)
Pauline Kopecky
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Tracie Lively
Phil Massie (Beckstrom/Houston)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Don McCall
Stephanie McMillan
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
The Moore Family (Campbell)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Susan Nance
Michelle Nickolson
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Sydney Reding
Jack Reeves
Sara Roberts
Cooper Russell (Savage)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Christine Stone
Debbie Stout
Phyllis Taylor
Reed Taylor
Upendo Kids (Shawley)

Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Scott Williams (Preston)
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)
Jim Wise
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer List.
Thank you!

Larger Church:
Synod of Living Waters
Asia and the Pacific

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler/Broyles)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)
In Memoriam
K. Cohlmia
Joined First Presbyterian Church
May 12, 1985
Entered the Church Triumphant
June 25, 2021
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.”

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC AT FPC
Chancel Choir
Have you ever considered singing in our choir? Now is the perfect time to give it a try! We will be starting on Wednesday,
August 18 at 7:00 p.m. We can’t wait to sing, learn, and laugh together again and be reunited as a choir family! We would love
to welcome anyone 6th grade and older. No experience is necessary––we rehearse well in order to sing well! In addition to our
Wednesday evening rehearsals, we rehearse on Sunday mornings at 10:15 in the sanctuary and sing at the 11:00 am worship
service, beginning August 22. If you would like more information, please give director Becky te Velde a call at (405) 624-2612.
As of this writing, we anticipate being able to sing from the choir loft for the first time in 17 months! We will continue wearing
our singers’ masks, custom made for us by the Second Mile Sewers, and we have plenty to go around! We will also be following
all safety protocols with guidance from the FPC Covid Response Task Force.
Come, make a joyful noise to the Lord, and bring a friend!

Organ Update
As noted in the May issue of The Ambassador, our organ is soon to undergo important repairs and renovation in time for its
65th anniversary celebration this fall (see back page for a save the date!). In early August, Reuter craftsmen will be working in
our Sanctuary to install refurbished pedals and brand new keyboards on the console and a brand new rank of Trumpet pipes in
the Swell division. They will also make repairs to wind chests and reconfigure the layout of pipes in the Swell chamber for
better accessibility and maintenance.
Although most of this renovation addresses the life and health of our instrument through repairs and upgrades of critical
working parts, the brand new Swell Trumpet is something that we will hear! Each of these pipes has been hand-crafted
specifically for our instrument and Sanctuary acoustic, and this rank’s addition will fill out the organ’s tonal ensemble and
provide a wonderful new solo sound. Each new pipe will be carefully “voiced” to blend and balance with the rest of the organ.
In the course of this project, we will be without the use of the organ for a couple of Sundays. When we learn the exact date
that onsite work will begin in August, we will post that on the FPC Facebook page. The Reuter crew will welcome helping hands
to unload and transfer pipes to the organ chamber! After that, they will also welcome us to stop in (very quietly) to observe
their work in progress. (Do please call the church office in order to be let into the building).

Dwight Mission Returned to Cherokee Nation
For many decades, Stillwater FPC members have been
transformed by the camp and conference ministry of
Dwight Mission. But before it was a camp and conference
center for the Presbyterian church, it was originally started
as a Cherokee boarding school. On June 23, the original 86
acres of the historic site was returned to the Cherokee
Nation, in addition to the sale of 120 acres that had been
acquired through the years. While the Cherokee Nation will
take some time to consider options for the land and
buildings, the hope is that Presbyterians will be granted
some weeks each summer to run a summer camp program.
Read more about this transfer of land from the following
articles:
Presbyterian Outlook and the Cherokee Phoenix

More information on the Dwight Mission Closing
Celebration Worship may be found on page 15
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC OUTREACH
Stephen Ministry Training is Back!
After a year’s absence (thanks to COVID-19), we are excited to announce Stephen Minister
Training will be offered in person beginning October 4, 2021. Training sessions will be held at
participating Stillwater churches* once a week from 6:30 until 9pm for 20 weeks. Cost is $50 for
training materials; financial assistance is available.
Stephen Ministry Training is an ecumenical, nationwide Christian ministry dedicated to providing
high quality training to lay persons so they can reach out with God’s healing love to people who are hurting. You
can watch testimonial videos from people who received care from a Stephen Minister here. Stephen Ministers
meet with individuals typically once a week for about an hour and are supported throughout their ministry by
trained supervision facilitators. Not only do they experience the joy of making a difference in someone’s life, but
they also experience personal and spiritual growth of their own.
Stephen Ministry reminds us that we are called to serve. 1 Peter 4:10-11—
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God.
If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Questions about Stephen Ministry, the training course, or how to enroll? Please talk to one of our five
Stephen Leaders--Kay Stewart, Carolyn Caldwell, Leah Hrachovec, Linda Burks and Linda Good.
Questions about what it’s like to be a Stephen Minister? Please talk to one of our current Stephen Ministers —
Mary Emmet, Gary Franklin, Ken McCarley, Mary McKinley, Ava Osborn, Denise Rex, and Danny Vaughan.
*Participating Stillwater churches—First Presbyterian, First United Methodist, Lost Creek Methodist, St. Francis
Catholic, Sunnybrook Christian, and Zion Lutheran.

Save the Date! Intergenerational Mission Trip
The World Mission and Denominational Concerns Committee and the Mission Trip Planning Team have been
working with the Goodland Boys Home in Hugo, OK to schedule a mission trip for September 24th through
October 1st, 2021 for adults and youth in the 6th-12th grades . The purpose of this trip will be to complete the
exterior renovations on the chapel building that we have been working on for the past three years. Some
skills needed include the ability to use a hammer, tape measure, pry bar, skill saw, screw gun, caulk gun, chalk
line, staple gun, paint brush, and paint sprayer. If you possess any or all of these skills (or if you would like to learn!) look
for the registration form available on the church website and at the welcome desk in the Narthex. The registration
deadline is Friday, August 27th. Tasks during this trip will include removing the old siding on the North end of the church,
fixing any damaged interior walls, installing insulation, replacing the doors, refurbishing the window frame, adding the
new siding, and painting. Costs for participants are as follows:
Weekend (Friday evening through Sunday afternoon): $50
Full week (Friday through Friday): $175.
Scholarships are available for FPC Stillwater participants. If you are in need of financial assistance, contact Associate
Pastor Jenny to make a confidential request.
We will leave Stillwater Friday September 24th after work and school, arrive in Hugo that evening, and be ready to start
work early the next morning. Youth will work with us through Sunday afternoon before returning home. The rest of the
team will complete the project during the remainder of the week.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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SESSION
Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them
in the work. If you have an interest in serving in a
certain area, please contact one of the elders assigned
to that ministry to learn more or to volunteer.
Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom
Karsen Riley

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Kiah Butcher
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Rusty Rex
Courtney Savage
Adult Ministry:
Judi Baker

Communications &
Connecting:
Kiah Butcher (chair)
Kay Burns
Jill Stoutzenberger

Fellowship & Family:
Jean Aresco

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson

UKirk (University):
John Mark Day

Personnel:
Thad Leffingwell (chair)
John Mark Day
Kiah Butcher

Worship and Music:
David Conway (co-chair)
Ashley Kirven-Bobier (cochair)

Endowment Liaison:
David Conway

Monthly Income / Expense Report
Giving
Other
Income

$

38,489.65

Year
% of
to Date
Budget
$ 345,657.33 54.13
18,777.02

63.36

Total Income $

40,564.07 $ 364,434.35

54.54

Expenditures $

63,070.96 $ 350,441.25

48.46

Net

(22,506.89) $

$

$

2,074.42

$

13,993.10

The meeting was adjourned with prayer led by Pastor Leah
Hrachovec at 7:20 pm. The next stated meeting is Tuesday,
August 10, 2021 at 5:30pm by electronic means (Zoom).
2nd Quarter Giving Statements

Nominating Committee:
World Mission and
Denominational Concerns: Rusty Rex
Kathy Thomas

June 2021

The Session of First Presbyterian Church in Stillwater, OK met
in its stated meeting on Tuesday, July 13, 2021 by electronic
means (Zoom). The meeting began with an opening thought
and prayer offered by Pastor Leah Hrachovec. Highlights of
Session action:
 Received Eric Windhausen into church membership by
letter of transfer
 Approved recommendation from COVID Response Task
Force and Personnel to adjust mask protocol for nursery
workers/Preschool staff to follow the same guidelines for
mask wearing as the rest of staff and member/guest
protocols
 Discussed church identity with What Next? resource from
PCUSA
 Approved plan from Stewardship & Finance for fall annual
campaign, including Commitment Sunday on October 31
 Approved adding an additional weekly worship service at
8:30am beginning Sunday, August 22
 Received the June 30, 2021 membership report indicating
522 members
 Reviewed the Fall 2021 Program Calendar

Second Quarter 2021 Giving Statements were recently sent to church
members by email (if we have your current email address) or by mail.
If you did not receive your statement, please contact Mary Beth
Garoffolo, Office and Finance Assistant, at 405-372-5580
or marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org and she will send it to you.
If you received a paper statement and would like to change to
receiving it by email OR if you want to change from email to receiving
a paper statement in the mail, please let her know that as well.
Thanks so much to everyone for your generous and constant financial
support of FPC. We truly could not do it without you!!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS

A thank you from Our Daily Bread
Jenna and First Presbyterian Church Summer
GiFT Program,
Thank you so much for the donation to our
Garden! We love the way you incorporated
Biblical principals. Well done.
Thanks again,
Rachel

Dwight Mission Closing Celebration Worship Set for August 7th
Please join all who love Dwight Mission on Saturday, August 7 for a time of fellowship and worship on
site at Dwight Mission as we honor the past and prepare for the future.
Timeline for the day:
11:00 - 11:30 Energizers and camp songs
11:30 - 12:30 Worship
12:30 - 2:30 BYO picnic lunch, socialize, take photos, etc.
Important items to note:
 Worship will be held at Barto Chapel. Bring lawn chairs/blankets for comfortable seating and feel
free to bring a tailgate tent for additional shade.
 The event will be held outdoors. The only inside access will be to Oxley for restrooms.
 When possible, please ride with others (or meet up in Sallisaw to carpool for the last few miles).
There is limited space on-site to park.
 Following worship, there will be a couple hours to be on site. You are encouraged to bring a
picnic lunch.
 Attendees are strongly encouraged to be vaccinated prior to the event.
 Masks and social distancing are required for all attendees due to increasing COVID numbers.
 There are plans to record the event and share it online for anyone unable to or uncomfortable
with traveling to site.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHTS
The Jeffery-Brown Family
Matt Jeffery, Sara Brown, and Nolan Moses (we call him little Mo)
have lived in Stillwater for two years after relocating from
Colorado. We love to spend our time exploring our great state,
spending time with family and friends, and playing games in the
backyard.
Sara and Matt make a living as contract managers working for
Government contractors. Sara loves to bake delicious sourdough
bread and Matt enjoys roasting his own coffee beans. We love to
travel and hope to do more of it once COVID restrictions are
lifted. Matt also plans to attend the upcoming Solar School
offering and be involved in a future solar install project.
"Our hope is that First Presbyterian Stillwater continues to
operate as a Matthew 25 congregation and lead in our
community through outreach, intentional giving, and inclusivity.
Stillwater is fortunate to have a church that embraces all and
connects people to one another, the world, and most importantly
Christ.” - Matt

The Ingram Family
Ellen, Dale and Nate Ingram are excited to officially be members of
Stillwater First Presbyterian after a weird period of visiting from afar
during the pandemic and bonding with other members through
Zoom meetings, such as Martin Luther King studies, Enneagram and
new member orientation.
Nate stayed engaged through lots of safe PYG get-togethers. While
there are so many things the Ingrams love about our new church,
Jenna Campbell’s youth group was what first attracted us and a big
reason this family is so grateful to join hearts with you all.
The Ingrams moved to Stillwater four years ago. Dale and Ellen
graduated from OSU, moved around a lot and considered Stillwater a
great place to raise a child and eventually retire. Dale works in public
relations at AT&T. Ellen is mostly retired and volunteers with several
nonprofit organizations. Nate is a sophomore at Stillwater High
School and is very involved in the Pioneer band and the bowling
team.

www.stillwaterfpc.org

15

The August Ambassador
First Presbyterian Church

Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit # 143

524 S. Duncan
Stillwater, OK 74074
405-372-5580
www.stillwaterfpc.org

Address Service Requested

Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule - Beginning Aug 22
8:30 am Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Hybrid Worship Service

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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Save the Date!
Sunday, October 24 at 4:00pm

Anniversary Organ Recital
Rebecca te Velde, Organist
30th Anniversary
Reuter Pipe Organ Op. 1125
65th Anniversary Year

Presented as the Fall 2021 SOLI DEO GLORIA Concert
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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