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A publication of First Presbyterian Church, Stillwater, OK

Announcements
FPC News
Children’s Ministry
Youth Ministry
Music in Worship Update
August Worship Schedule
Fall Classes for Adults
Rally Day of Blessing

August Worship Schedule
Sunday 8/16
-9:30 a.m. Broadcast-Only Service
-11:00 a.m. In-Person Service
Sunday 8/23
-9:00 a.m. In-Person Service
-10:00 a.m. Zoom Sunday School
-11:00 a.m. Broadcast-Only Service
Sunday 8/30
-9:00 a.m. In-Person Service
-10:00 a.m. Zoom Sunday School
-11:00 a.m. Broadcast-Only Service

The September Ambassador deadline
is Thursday, September 10.
Ambassador news may be sent to:
fpchurch1889@stillwaterfpc.org
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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First Presbyterian Church Staff

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor
Leah R. Hrachovec
leah.hrachovec@stillwaterfpc.org
Associate Pastor
Jenny Hardin
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org
Parish Associate
Verne Arens
arensv@gmail.com
Director of Children and Youth
Jenna Campbell
jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org

Office Update
As we continue into August, staff are now back in the office on a regular
basis, and can be reached there via email or phone. Phone calls to the
Office number are once again ringing to the office phones, and will be
answered during business hours, Monday-Friday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm.
Outside of business hours, please leave a message or if you have a
pastoral emergency, please use the pastor on-call number,
(405) 338-7545, to be connected to a pastor.

Church Administrator
Magdalena Vinson
magdalena.vinson@stillwaterfpc.org

If you don’t have a device on which to access
Zoom, the Church has a limited supply of tablets
available for checkout. Please contact the Church
Office if you have need of one.

Finance/Office Assistant
Mary Beth Garoffolo
marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org
Director of Music/Organist
Rebecca te Velde
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday School for all ages begins
Sunday, August 23!
On Zoom from 10:00-10:45 a.m.
Zoom links will be available in the First Things
weekly email. Contact the church office to be
added to this weekly email.

Handbell Choir Director
Allison Johnston
allisonjplaysviolin@gmail.com
Coordinator of Older Adult Ministry
Kelly McCarley
kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org
Childcare Coordinator
Erin Lawson
childcare@stillwaterfpc.org
UKIRK Assistant
Ethan Williams
ukirk@stillwaterfpc.org
Youth Ministry Assistants
Haley Brobston
Blake Malley
Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org
Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers

The Meinkes are moving! After 38 years in Oklahoma, we are relocating to
the Kansas City metro area close to Scott and Kate and granddaughter Nora.
As much as we would like to say in-person good-byes to each and every one
of you, we know it is not wise to do a face-to-face gathering at this time. We
are grateful to all of you who nurtured our family and helped our children
Laura and Scott grow into fine adults. We have many fond memories of
worship, choir, Dine with Nine, mission trips, youth events, Sunday school,
fellowship dinners, Presbyterian Preschool - and the list goes on! And of
course, I am glad to have served as your interim pastor and Stated Clerk of
Cimarron Presbytery. We certainly expect to return to Stillwater on
occasion and look forward to hosting visitors in our KC home and at
Heirloom Bakery and Hearth. Our new address will be: 5400 Falmouth Rd.
Fairway, KS 66205.
Peace be with you all,
Deb and Dave Meinke
Rev. Deb Meinke served as interim associate pastor for FPC from January
2017 to December 2018 and has recently retired as Stated Clerk of Cimarron
Presbytery. We give thanks to God for Dave and Deb’s presence among us as
members and leaders, and our prayers go with them in their move and
retirement!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.
–Psalm 89:5
On a walk this weekend with our 22-month old son, I stared up at the trees as we trekked up the street in
front of our house for the ump-teenth time this season. We go from puddle to puddle of shade during the days
when the sun is hot. I thought about how, when this pandemic started, those leaves swaying in the 95-degree
wind were barely on the branches. In this full-on summer afternoon, I realize again how much time has passed –
what we used to do, who we used to see before — and sadness washes over. My mind also turns to gratitude for
time holding a little hand and the ways that these trees’ leaves are endlessly fascinating for a toddler, who now
wants to taste an oak leaf. We do.
In these days when many of us are spending much time alone, it is easy to ruminate, fixate, and get stuck
in an emotion, frustration, or regret. In our household, we have restarted a practice of reviewing the day(s) we
have had and allowing a sense of wonder and gratitude to pervade that reflection. With God’s help, this practice
leaves us in a more receptive stance for whatever tomorrow brings. It is loosely based on St. Ignatius’ (b.1491)
practice for prayerfully reviewing the day. Here is a version of the steps of this daily practice:
Become aware of God’s presence.
Review the day with gratitude.
Pay attention to your emotions.
Choose one feature of the day and pray from it.
Look toward tomorrow
This practice, often called Daily Examen, is not going to solve all the problems of the pandemic by any means.
However, this practice can be a gift to us in these times when fears, questions, and grief threaten to take hold of
our every waking (and sleeping) moment. Finding wonder/awe and gratitude in the midst of even the most
trying days can help us see how God may be at work and how we can be part of that work in the next day, and
the next.
You have my prayers as this fall brings even more changes, especially as work, school, and caregiving come with
layers of challenges and unanswered questions. Become aware of the presence of God with you in daily living.
God’s presence can be felt on mountaintops, but also while folding laundry, sitting with a cup of coffee, or hearing
the leaves rustle overhead.
In Christ,
1

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen/ .

“In a very real sense not one of us is qualified, but it seems that God continually chooses the most
unqualified to do his work, to bear his glory. If we are qualified, we tend to think that we have done the job
ourselves. If we are forced to accept our evident lack of qualification, then there’s no danger that we will
confuse God’s work with our own, or God’s glory with our own.”
- Madeleine L’Engle
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS
Fair Trade Store News
The Fair Trade Store has received permission to open
by appointment only going forward. There are lots of
chocolate options, plus the usual coffee, tea, olive oil,
and various and sundry jewelry, toys, and clothing
items. Our Fair Trade Store manage, Julie Bills, would
love to see your smiling eyes and masked faces, so if
you’re in need of a gift for anyone on your list, or
wanting to shop for yourself, pleas e be in touch!

Leader Launch
For all children’s and youth ministry volunteers
Sunday, August 16, 9:00-10:00 am on Zoom
Zoom link to be sent by email
You are a GIFT!
Thank you to all of our volunteers who make our children’s
and youth programs at FPC so special. This Leader Launch is
a time to be energized, appreciated, and informed about the
directions our ministries are headed this year – especially
important in a year that will be unlike what has been before!
Be inspired and equipped for the year ahead. We’ll consider
together the gift of this moment in time and how our
ministries can be inspired by the changes we have to make
during this pandemic time.
Note: look for a special package to be delivered to your
doorstep a few days before the Leader Launch! Included will
be a special gift for you as well as materials you’ll need
during the Leader Launch.
Child Protection Policy Training – Moving Online!
All volunteers who will be working with children
and youth at FPC must participate in a Child
Protection Training every three years. This year,
training will occur online using a series of modules
with videos, action guides, and quizzes. Jenna
Campbell will be emailing out the access
information as well as the necessary forms. The
training is good for three years.

Masks will be required for all shoppers, and
appointments may be made with Julie Bills by calling
405-372-1766 or emailing her at
jbills2007@hotmail.com. The Church Office will not be
scheduling any FTS appointments.
Boy Scout Troop 820 has been meeting via Zoom for a
few months, and the scouts enjoy seeing each other
through their computer screens. The troop is planning
a safe campout (locally) in mid-August.

Welcome back, university
students! We have lots of
exciting opportunities for
fellowship and learning this fall and we hope you
can join us. See our schedule below and be in touch
if you have any questions. You can reach us at
ukirk@stillwaterfpc.org.
Bible Study - Wednesdays at 6:30 pm at FPC (we
will meet on the Duncan Street lawn)
Cookout/Picnic - Sunday, September 20 at 12:30
pm at Boomer Lake
Movie Night - Wednesday, October 14 at 6:30 pm
at FPC
Christmas in November Party and Gift Exchange Saturday, November 14 at 6:00 pm at FPC
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Children and Worship Weekly Videos Resume August 23
While we won’t be offering Children and Worship in person for a while, we plan to
release a new Children and Worship video each week this fall. Videos can be found
at www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/children-and-worship. A link to the video will also
be shared each Sunday morning through the Stillwater FPC Facebook page.
This age-appropriate worship is a wonderful worship time to engage in as a family.
Each video is 10-15 minutes long and includes singing, signing, praying, scripture
storytelling, wondering questions, Bible reading, and prayer.

Children’s Ministry Kickoff
For all children 5th grade and under and their
families
Saturday, August 29
6:30pm @ Boomer Lake Shelter #3 (shelter behind
the Boomer Lake splash pad)
We will spread out and wear masks as we
celebrate the plans we have for children’s ministry
this year. It will be a time of fun and fellowship for
families to enjoy in a safe way. Please bring a lawn
chair with you so we can spread out around the
pavilion. We will have individual servings of ice
cream and popsicles for all to enjoy!
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Videos will be posted weekly at www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com where our Pre-K and Kindergarten
kids can enjoy a short Bible story, wondering questions, a song, and a prayer led by our Faith
Kidnection teachers! Faith Kidnection kids are also invited to attend the SpiritLink Zoom. Family
take-home sheets to go along with the stories will be available in your “Taking Faith Home”
goody bags you can pick up on August 23rd from 12:00-1:00 p.m. during our drive-thru Rally
Day of Blessing.
Teachers: Melody Reavis and Dustin Reavis
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink on Zoom! We’ll meet each week at 10:00 a.m. for a time to check in with each
other, hear a Bible story, and reflect on the Bible story through science, storytelling, movies,
drama, and more! We’ll put together the materials you’ll need for SpiritLink in your “Taking
Faith Home” goody bag that you can pick up on August 23rd from 12:00-1:00pm during our
drive-thru Rally Day of Blessing.
Zoom link will be sent by the weekly email.
SpiritLink Shepherds: Jenny Fowler and Suzii Parsons
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY (6TH-12TH GRADERS)

August/September Schedule
August
23
7:00 - 8:30 pm
30
7:00 - 8:00 pm
September
6
NO PYG
13
1:30 - 3:30 pm
20
7:00 - 8:00 pm
27
7:00 - 8:00 pm

Fall Youth Kickoff
PYG @ FPC Courtyard
Labor Day Weekend
Interfaith Tour (virtual)
PYG @ FPC Courtyard
PYG - Zoom

Youth Parent Gathering

PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sunday evenings
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship, discipleship,
and living our faith. At PYG, we play, laugh, pray,
study scripture, serve, ask big questions, and grow as
faithful disciples. Join us!
Note: fall PYG events will be a mixture of Zoom
gatherings and in-person gatherings. All in-person
events will be outside, socially-distanced, and masks
are required. Taking these measures is one way we
live out Jesus’ command to love our neighbors as we
seek to keep ourselves and our community healthy.
Links for the Zoom gathering will be sent in the
weekly email.

Wednesday, August 26 from 7:30 pm on Zoom
Parents of 6th-12th graders – this Zoom gathering is
just for YOU! We’ll enjoy some fellowship together
and equip you with the information you need for the
year – not only calendar information and forms, but
also resources and conversation around our year’s
theme of Matthew 25. Come get the support you
need as a parent of youth at FPC!

Interfaith Tour
September 13, 2020, 1:30 - 3:30 pm on Zoom
For youth grades 6-12
Sponsored by the Oklahoma Council of
Churches, this panel exposes youth to diverse
houses of worship to gain understanding and
appreciation for other faith communities.
This year, the tour will be virtual using Zoom!
Check the weekly youth email for the
registration link.

Youth Fall Kickoff
Sunday, August 23
7:00-8:30 pm @ FPC Courtyard
Come kickoff this new school year (the craziest one
ever…maybe?!?!) with games, fun, and root beer
floats. We’ll talk about plans for youth ministry for
the year and build our group! We will stay socially
distanced and wear masks, but we will have so much
fun! Please bring a face mask and a water bottle.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY (6TH-12TH GRADERS)
SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES FOR YOUTH
Our Sunday school curriculum is intentionally designed for
youth to explore their faith from a variety of perspectives
through their years in Youth Sunday School.

Gather on Zoom each Sunday at 10:00 am beginning
August 23!
Middle School (grades 6-7)
Connect – connecting God’s big story. This year, the class is
focused on the New Testament. In each session, youth gather
to watch a hilarious animated video, tap their creativity for
hands-on activities to explore the scripture, all while learning
and sharing thoughts and ideas about the week’s Bible story.
Middle Schoolers will get a Connect Bible to go with the lessons
they’ll be using. Check the weekly email sent by Jenna for the
link to get a Bible! The Bible and learner sheets will be in the
“Taking Faith Home” goody bag, available for pick up on
August 23.
Teachers: Tim Krehbiel (fall), Mary Emmet and Tammy Wasson
(spring), and Haley Brobston
Junior High (grades 8-9)
Confirmation
Confirmation is an intense, but rewarding, 9-month journey
through what we believe as Christians, and more specifically as
Presbyterians. Who are we? Who came before us? Why do we
do what we do? What do I believe? Youth will wrestle with
these and other questions and make their own faith choices. An
opportunity will be given to individuals at the end of the course
to make a profession of faith and join the body of believers here
as a member at FPC Stillwater if they so choose. Bibles and Big
Questions Journals will be available in the “Taking Faith Home”
goody bags , available for pick up on August 23.
Teachers: Casey Campbell, Rusty Rex, Carolyn Caldwell
Senior (grades 10-12) (Youth Suite- Main Area)
Senior High Youth will gather weekly to discuss current events,
study the Bible, hear the faith stories of members of the
congregation, and to relax and spend time together. Youth will
be challenged to think for themselves about things going on in
the world. This fall, the class will continue their study on the
book “Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt” in addition to
viewing and discussion of TheoEd Talks.
Teachers: Mindy Martin, Blake Malley

Welcome to our new Youth Ministry Assistants!
We’re excited to have two new Youth Ministry
Assistants join the staff at FPC: Haley Brobston and
Blake Malley. Haley is a freshman at OSU. You
have seen Blake Malley around FPC as he joined
FPC three years ago and has been volunteering
with our youth. We’re thrilled to welcome them
both to this position!
“Hello everybody, I am Haley Brobston. I am from
Tulsa, Oklahoma and I graduated from Booker T
Washington. I am a freshman at Oklahoma State
University and am currently undecided on a major
but I am between elementary education and
athletic training. I can’t wait to meet you all!!”
"Hello everyone! My name is Blake Malley and I
am a 23-year old student at OSU. I am an
accounting major with a minor in construction
engineering technology. I have lived in Edmond, OK
for most of my life and I attended Deer Creek High
School. I have been volunteering at FPC Stillwater
for a few years now, and I am so excited to be one
of the youth ministry assistants! In my free time, I
enjoy tending to house plants, reading, taking
pictures, hiking, and thrift shopping. Fun fact: I am
scared of climbing ladders and getting haircuts."
PYG Sponsors for 2020-2021
Kim Leffingwell
Rusty Rex
Tim Riley
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC IN WORSHIP
Why can’t we sing together?
It is painfully quiet in our sanctuary. The choir room stands in silent testimony to what we have lost during this
pandemic. Simply put, the reason we are not singing together is that scientists agree that the Covid-19 virus is to a large
degree an airborne disease, and it is frighteningly contagious. The problem with singing has to do with droplets and,
most importantly, aerosols, which are the microscopic particles that we all produce when we breathe. When we project
our breathing, as in singing or loud talking or laughing, the aerosols travel farther––thus the social/physical distancing
constraints we are living with. And, depending on ventilation, aerosols can hang in the air for hours and can even form
“aerosol clouds” in a closed environment. This is why we cannot safely sing together in our sanctuary or choir room.
Scientific research about aerosols has mushroomed since January of this year, with many studies happening
globally. Two dealing specifically with singing and playing instruments are being carried out “next door” in Colorado, one
at U.C. Boulder (in collaboration with the U. of Maryland), the other at Colorado State University. In the first case,
intermediate preliminary results have just been released today Aug. 6:
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/second-round-of-performing-arts-aerosol-study-produces-encouragingpreliminary-results/; final results are expected in December
For more detailed information on singing and the transmission of aerosols, click on these links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=152&v=2zomUZxhj-I&feature=emb_logo (from Australia)
https://www.drheathernelson.com/update1 (a compilation of links by subject matter)
https://ncceh.ca/documents/evidence-review/covid-19-risks-and-precautions-choirs?
fbclid=IwAR1rPid5ie4lSuh5u2iUl0qy9J7h8p7uIzOrYX9xCiZO6ltH0GAZpPKC0uA (Canadian document specifically
about choirs and singing, published July 10)
https://vimeo.com/402577241 (a graphic demonstration)
Aren’t our sanctuary and choir loft big enough to allow for safe singing with physical distancing and masks?
Sadly, there’s also the issue of ventilation. We would need to have nearly 100% exchange of outside for inside air at
specified intervals in addition to physical distancing with masks.
Two of the many important webinars on vocal/choral music have been hosted by a consortium of U.S. choral
organizations that includes the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) and the American Choral Directors
Association (ACDA), together with scientists working in the field of aerosols. Oklahoma’s own Dr. Tim Sharp is the
Executive Director of ACDA, and he himself contracted Covid-19 earlier this year, so he spoke both from first-hand
experience with the virus and as a prominent choral director searching for ways to keep choral music alive during this
pandemic. He and many others are sharing various ideas (involving various levels of technology and equipment), but
scientific results so far, including the information released today, affirm the above-mentioned conditions. In fact, results
from a recent German study specified at least 8 feet before and behind each singer and at least 5 feet to each side,
together with nearly 100% exchange of outside/inside air at specific intervals. So even if we were safely spaced out in
our sanctuary or choir room, the danger associated with limited ventilation makes singing too great a risk until the
pandemic subsides and/or everyone can be vaccinated. But in time, courtyard or parking lot rehearsals could potentially
be a first step.
“How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?”
This verse (among others) from Psalm 137 has echoed endlessly in my mind over these quiet months. How do we
keep our sacred songs present in our hearts, minds and voices? For now, tune in to the live/broadcast worship service
and please sing along with our cantor and organ/piano! No, it certainly is not the same as singing together. It can even
feel like a lonely exercise. But every voice is real, alive, and beautiful in God’s ears, no matter what we might think when
we hear only ourselves! St. Augustine of Hippo is quoted as having said, “He who sings well prays twice.” Let us sing well
(as opposed to humming) and offer our sung praise and prayer to God even in this “foreign land.”
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC IN WORSHIP CONTINUED
What about our Chancel Choir, Bell Choir and other musicians?
Until we can rehearse, sing, and play together, we are fortunate to be blessed by our Choral Scholars’ solo voices as
they help to lead our remote singing in worship. For the time being, we can safely have only one singer in the choir loft
with the organist/pianist, safely distanced from one another and from the pastor and liturgist below. Even our singers
can now be masked, thanks to the specially-designed “The Singer’s Mask” that doesn’t muffle the voice: https://
www.broadwayreliefproject.com/singersmask
Meanwhile, our choir family remains strong, passionate, eagerly awaiting the chance to sing and play again,
connected by Zoom get-togethers and personal check-ins. Here in this “foreign land”, the choir family carries on its less
visible but equally critical ministry of loving and praying for one another. Every pandemic has an end. We will jump at the
first opportunity to safely ease back into our music-making.
Without our choirs, what can happen musically at FPC this fall?
Stay tuned!! As with so many of FPC’s ministries, the Holy Spirit is at work, enlivening our creative spirits and opening
new possibilities for musical expression, both in and outside of worship. Zoom and video-recording may well play a part.
This month we will be assessing ideas and looking for ways to implement them.
For our online/broadcast worship, we have no less than five OSU student singers (all Chancel Choir members) who
are eager to serve as cantors/soloists, and who will rotate in that role. What a blessing for us all, and they are grateful for
the opportunity!
Meanwhile, we continue to mine our solo vocal music library, adding to it as needed. Neither it nor our instrumental
music collection have ever been catalogued, and there is also the task of sprucing up and reconfiguring the choral library
anthem boxes. The music pages on the church website will see added content in the coming months. (You can now click
on http://www.stillwaterfpc.org/page/home/worship/music weekly to see the music information for the coming
Sunday’s worship.)
Thanks be to God for the gift of music that continues to nurture and sustain us in every circumstance.

Soli Deo Gloria!

AGO OrganFest 2020
This year’s biennial national convention of the American Guild of Organists, scheduled
for Atlanta in July, had to be cancelled due to the pandemic. In its place, the Atlanta
convention steering committee and national AGO officers created an online organ
festival that aired the week of July 20 and incorporated a number of recorded
performances that were to have occurred live at the convention. I am grateful to our
staff and congregation for allowing me professional leave time to fully enjoy and digest
the many offerings of that festival week in real time with colleagues from all over the
country and beyond. I will be “attending” many more of the “PipeTalks” segments (it
feels like being a kid in a candy store!) and additional workshop presentations that are
going to be aired over the coming months. Anyone can enjoy the festival’s offerings, free
of charge, via the festival website: https://agoorganfest2020.org/

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE
August Worship Schedule
Sunday 8/16
-9:30 a.m. Broadcast-Only Service
-11:00 a.m. In-Person Service
Sunday 8/23
-9:00 a.m. In-Person Service
-10:00 a.m. Zoom Sunday School
-11:00 a.m. Broadcast-Only Service
Sunday 8/30
-9:00 a.m. In-Person Service
-10:00 a.m. Zoom Sunday School
-11:00 a.m. Broadcast-Only Service
The first in-person service since March was held on Sunday, August 2nd. Approximately 10 members of the
congregation who were not staff, ushers, or greeters were in attendance and followed all guidelines provided by
the COVID Task Force. Greeters took temperatures as individuals entered the building, and ushers provided
guidance to seats that ensured proper social distancing. Those in attendance did a great job of not congregating
while entering and exiting the church, and all went well.

Peace & Global Witness Offering
On World Communion Sunday (this year, on Sunday, October 4), we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends
throughout all creation. Join us during A Season of Peace (September 6 - October 4) in celebrating and extending the
peace of Christ with active peacemakers here at home and around the world.
Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace throughout
our community and our world. We begin at the communion table, with our siblings in every time and place, and we
celebrate the peace we find there and commit to building a more just and peaceful world. We celebrate the truth
found in 2 Thessalonians, “May the God of peace give you peace at all times in all ways.”
Find more information on the insert in this Ambassador and by visiting https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/
peace-global-witness/.
If you prefer to contribute via check, you can send your offering to the church office at 524 S. Duncan St., Stillwater,
OK 74074. Please write, ‘Peace & Global Witness’ in the memo line so we know where to direct your gift.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP
Seasoned Adults
Peace to everyone! I have missed seeing you all these last several months due to COVID 19 pandemic and I pray
you are staying safe and healthy. I think it will be awhile before we are able to return to some type of normal with
our Seasoned Adults program, but our church staff was thinking it may be possible to do a “socially distanced” get
-together at the OSU Botanic Gardens for our scheduled program in September. I believe the safest way would be
for everyone to bring their own food and lawn chairs, and to not have a traditional speaker, but just have an event
where we can catch up with people. I’d like to get an idea of who would be interested in attending something like
this, or if you have any other suggestions for our group. Also, if you would be interested in a porch visit, I’d love to
schedule a time to meet. You can email me at kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org, or you can leave me a message
with the Church office (405-372-5580).

Bulletin Buddies
As we continue to find creative ways to connect with each other during this
time, some members and friends of FPC have committed to be Bulletin
Buddies. These faithful individuals and families are taking time each week to
connect with those who are not connected to the church through our
different online platforms. While printing and delivering a copy of the Sunday
bulletin is part of what our Buddies do, it is far from all. Bulletin Buddies also
call or write to check in on their Buddies, perhaps offer porch or yard visits if
everyone is comfortable with that, and work to develop and maintain
connections between church members and across generations while it
remains unsafe to gather all together.
Would you like someone to connect with each week? Call us at the church
office (405-372-5580) and we will pair you with a buddy!

PW NEWS
The Horizons 2020-2021 PW/Horizons Bible Studies, Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament, has arrived and been delivered to those who requested a copy. Also, the 20202021 PW Yearbook has been printed and delivered to those who received the Bible study.
Because of Covid-19, the September Circle/PW meeting will not be held. Members will later
receive by email or a phone call telling of the plans for the fall.
During the summer the PW Coordinating Team voted to give $1,000 to Our Daily Bread.
PW NEWS If you have any questions about PW/Circle please contact Mary McKinley, moderator, 377-4367.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Cindy Abbott (Schlais)
Calvin Adkisson (Vaughan)
Landon Allen (Olson)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
Noelle Baker
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Mandy Blackburn
Dawn Blair (Burgoon)
Rose Marie Bligh
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Rita Breuninger
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Lin Brown (Seals)
Belinda Bruner
Blake Buck
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Marilyn Choike (Bruce)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Dick Croom (Knox)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lori Fagan
Norma Franke
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Josh Garnett (McCarley)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
Bill Gilpen (Foust)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Tim Hardin
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Stephen Harrel (Preston)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Lori Henry (Olson)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
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Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Pauline Kopecky
Alice Kowalewski (Harding)
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Wendy Long (Burgoon)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
Mary Beth Morris
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Denton Padgett (Fairbanks)
Edith Padgett (Razook)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Pat Razook
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Jack Reeves
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Gloria Sandvold
Don Savage (Savage)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver (Silver)
David Smith (Cooper)
Mason Smith (Schlais)
Ted Smith
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Paul Sorrentino (Beckstrom)
Nora Jane Sparks (Frohock)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Jo Lynne Stephens (Smith)
Debbie Stout
Judi Tarlton (PW Bowling)
Rick & Rita Titus
Nettie Vick
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)

Nona Wilhm (PW Bowling)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Scott Williams (Preston)
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)
Jim Wise
Elizabeth Woodford (Leffingwell)
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer
List. Thank you!

Larger Church:
Asia and the Pacific
Synod of Mid-America
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Lt. Tom Cooper Air Force (Good)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SPC 1st Class Bryn Williams JT Army (Williams)
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for all the beautiful cards
I received for my 80th Birthday in May! It
was such a surprise to find so many greetings
from my FPC family. My son and
granddaughter from Arizona were able to
come for a few days to join in the
celebration. Thanks again for making my
birthday so special!
~Cathy Grove
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FALL CLASS OFFERINGS FOR ADULTS
Adult Sunday School Classes resume on August 23
Lectionary Bible Study
Sundays, August 23 - November 22
Led by Denise Rex
Based on the lectionary Scripture readings for each Sunday, this Bible study class will take a deep look at the
assigned texts, discuss such topics as the historical context and how the text applies to our lives today. This class will
be held via Zoom, and access details will be in each week’s First Things email.

With Pride: A Survey of LGBTQIA+ Issues in the Church
Sundays, September 13 - October 4
Led by Rev. Jenny Hardin
Join Pastor Jenny to talk through issues affecting the LGBTQIA+ community in the church and in society. We will
discuss language and terminology, LGBTQIA+ history in the PC(USA), biblical interpretation, as well as current issues.

Animate: Bible
Sundays, October 11 - November 22
Led by Rev. Leah Hrachovec
Join Pastor Leah in this series that will have us digging deeper into the Bible and how it came to be. Topics covered
will include canon, history, testaments, gospels, genre, interpretation, and grace. Each class will include a short
video, personal reflection, and discussion as a group. Participants have the option of keeping a journal. If you would
like a participant journal, please contact the church office: 405-372-5580 or fpchurch1889@stillwaterfpc.org.

NEW Fall Book Study: “How To Be An Antiracist” Book Discussion
Beginning Wednesday, September 2nd, at 6:30 pm via Zoom
Kay Stewart and Linda Burks will lead a discussion based on this book by
Ibram X. Kendi, in which he makes the claim that the opposite of “racist” isn’t
“not racist.” Kendi's concept of antiracism reenergizes and reshapes the
conversation about racial justice in America--but even more fundamentally,
points us toward liberating new ways of thinking about ourselves and each
other. Instead of working with the policies and system we have in place,
Kendi asks us to think about what an antiracist society might look like, and
how we can play an active role in building it. We hope you will join us for a
discussion, shaped by this book, that will help us look at the policies and
system in our own community and within ourselves.
If you have questions about the book, the plan of study, or would like to join
the discussion, please contact Linda Burks at lkburks@suddenlink.net

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them in
the work. If you have an interest in serving in a certain
area, please contact one of the elders assigned to that
ministry and volunteer. Do not be shy. As Presbyterians,
we believe that the fruit of the Spirit increases with
greater involvement and more people.
Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Courtney Savage
Thad Leffingwell

World Mission and
Denominational Concerns:
Bill Henley (chair)

Adult Ministry:
Ken McCarley (chair)
Judi Baker

Communications &
Connecting:
Kathy Thomas (chair)
Kay Burns

Fellowship & Family:
Becky Schlais (chair)
Erin Petrotta
UKirk (University):
Tami Krehbiel (chair)
John Mark Day
Worship and Music:
David Conway
Ashley Kirven-Bobier

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson
Personnel:
Jim Trapp (chair)
Thad Leffingwell
Ashley Kirven-Bobier

Meeting adjourned with prayer at 7:45 pm. Next stated
meeting Tuesday, August 11, 2020 via Zoom.

Endowment Liaison:
Becky Schlais

Monthly Income / Expense Report
$ 52,585.66

Year
to Date
$ 387,730.48

% of
Budget
58.79

$

1,282.03

$ 114,703.92

346.54

Total Income $ 53,867.69

$ 502,434.40

72.54

Expenditures $

60,493.71

$ 411,871.80

57.42

Net

(6,626.02) $

July 2020
Giving
Other
Income

$

Session met for a stated meeting on July 14, 2020, via Zoom
(electronic platform) to maintain distance during pandemic.
Elder Erin Petrotta opened the meeting with prayer. Kathy
Thomas served as Acting Clerk. Highlights of Session action:
 Joyfully received Paul Ryan Tako into membership by
affirmation of faith
 Approved a request from Stillwater Public Library to
allow 2020 Census signs on church property and hand
out reminders of Census with Saturday Brunch meals
 Received an update from Treasurer Cathy Fairbanks
about ongoing federal discussions regarding PPP loan
forgiveness
 Discussed Parish Paper “Care, Leadership, and SelfRenewal in Uncertain Times”
 Committed to help Fellowship & Family in contacting
members via phone or letter/note to express Christian
love and connection
 Approved two worship services for Sunday mornings
beginning August 2, with one offered in person and one
distance-only
 Received June 30, 2020 membership report indicating
509 members
 Approved small group to discuss the book How to Be an
Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi led by Kay Stewart and Linda
Burks

90,562.60

Stillwater Community United is a community group of which
Pastors Leah and Jenny are participants. Stillwater Community
United has been responsible for planning and carrying out
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebrations in past years.
Following the June 3 protest at the police station, they have
begun having conversations about race and racial justice with
Mayor Joyce. They continue to meet on the third Tuesday of
the month at 12:00 pm at Mt. Zion Baptist Church. Recent
meetings include learning some of the history of the Black
community in Stillwater.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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RALLY DAY OF BLESSING
Blessings Abound at Rally Day of Blessing
Sunday, August 23, Noon-1:00pm
Rally Day has always been a day full of blessing and promise! For many in our community, August brings many
changes, including back-to-school, whether at home or in the classroom. Especially this season, the last several
months have also brought unexpected or difficult changes in life, whether grief, job change, loss of a loved one,
illness, or other circumstance.
On Rally Day, August 23, we invite you to come to First Presbyterian Church and drive between the Fellowship
Hall and Main Building for a drive-thru of blessings:
·
Pray with another member of the FPC community as we bless your backpack, tablet, or other device that
helps you do the work, teaching, and/or learning you are called to do
·
Pick up a “Taking Faith Home” bag filled with goodies and supplies needed for use during Zoom (online)
Sunday school this fall (Pre-K to 12th grade)
·

Receive a new FPC pencil to encourage you in schoolwork, grading, or writing to loved ones

·
Select a prayer shawl for yourself or a friend, relative, neighbor, or coworker as a tangible reminder of
God’s comfort and our prayers for the wearer. We have many colors and sizes available, don’t hesitate to take
one (or more)!
·
Bring a donation for the Pioneer Pantry, benefiting homeless and housing insecure students within the
Stillwater School System. Pioneer Pantry is one of the local ministries that is supported by our Board of Deacons.
We encourage you to stay in your car, wear your mask, and allow staff and volunteers to assist you as you receive
these reminders of God’s abundant grace and love in the midst of our everyday lives.

“Taking Faith Home” Goody Bags
Children and Youth—Get your “Taking
Faith Home” goody bags on Sunday,
August 23rd at the Rally Day of Blessing
from 12:00-1:00pm at church. Each
grade (ages 4 to 12th grade) will have a
goody bag with the materials they’ll
need for their Sunday school classes as
well as some fun items to kick off the
back to school season. Any bags not
picked up on this day will be delivered
to your doorstep!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Fall Sunday Worship Schedule
Begins August 23
9:00 am In-Person Worship
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
11:00 am Broadcast-only Worship

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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PIONEER PANTRY
Did you know that over 400 Stillwater students do not
have stable housing? This creates an enormous amount
of need for these children and their families. Stillwater
High School manages the Pioneer Pantry where any
student in need can shop for personal care items with
no questions asked. They keep toiletries, clothing and
Walmart gift cards on hand that students can choose
from. Over the summer, FPC raised more than $800 that
we donated to the Pioneer Pantry in the form of
Walmart gift cards.
On Sunday, August 23rd, as part of the Rally Day of
Blessings, we will have a table outside of the Church
from noon to 1:00 pm where you can bring donations of
personal care items (deodorant, toothpaste and
toothbrushes, soap, contact solution, shampoo, etc),
$20 gift cards or cash. Please consider what you can
donate to this worthy cause!

www.stillwaterfpc.org

16

