Easter 2021
volume 63 • number 3

The Ambassador
What’s INSIDE
4
6
7
9
14
15
16

A publication of First Presbyterian Church, Stillwater, OK

FPC Work Day
GiFT Returns this Summer!
Youth Sunday
Intergenerational Culture
April Seasoned Adults
Poetry Workshop
One Great Hour of Sharing

JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK
See pages 2-3 for details

See page 7 for details

The May Ambassador deadline is
Thursday, April 29.
Ambassador news may be sent to:
fpchurch1889@stillwaterfpc.org
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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JOURNEY WITH US THROUGH HOLY WEEK
Palm Sunday Offerings


Sunday School Classes for all ages @ 9:45 via Zoom

Worship @ 11:00 am
 In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall. Please RSVP to let us know you plan to attend
so staff can ensure ample spaced seating for all
worshippers. (https://rsvp.church/r/7edCJwUx )
 Join us virtually via Facebook Live, listen live @
www.stillwaterfpc.org/listenlive, or via radio at KSPI
780 AM/PETE 94.3 FM.
 Celebration of Communion
Palm Sunday music
 A quartet of Choral Scholars will sing “Hosanna to
the Son of David” by Alan Bullard;
 Brandon Bowman will sing the spiritual “Wade in
the Water” during communion.

Community Holy Week Worship
The Community Holy Week Worship Services, sponsored by Stillwater Ministerium, have
long been a special time for Stillwater faith communities to come together for worship.
This year, each day during Holy Week, we will be posting video devotionals on the FPC
website (http://www.stillwaterfpc.org/page/home/worship/services/special-services)
and on the FPC Facebook page (www.facebook.com/StillwaterFPC). These video
devotionals each contain Scripture and reflections from a pastoral member of Stillwater
Ministerium along with a musical offering from a member of our local AGO chapter
(American Guild of Organists). We pray that you will find these reflections and music
offerings a blessing on your Holy Week.
Organists: Micheal Crockett, Brad Newcomb, Gerry Frank, and Rebecca te Velde
Vocalists: Amanda Barber, Micheal Crockett, Stephan Klaassen, Brad Newcomb, &
Megan Pitt
Pastoral Contributors are from the following faith communities: Highland Park United
Methodist, First Christian, and The Salvation Army among others.

Post-Sermon Talk with Natarsha Sanders
Friday, April 2 at 1:00 pm via Zoom
Join us as we gather on Good Friday afternoon for a post-sermon talk with Natarsha
Sanders, who will be leading worship with us on Maundy Thursday. Natarsha has
graciously offered to facilitate a conversation following her Maundy Thursday sermon.
This will be a time for us to dive deeper into discussion around the Scripture text, ask
questions, and learn and fellowship together.
Register here or contact Pastor Jenny if you’d like to join us.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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JOURNEY WITH US THROUGH HOLY WEEK
Maundy Thursday Worship








Maundy Thursday Worship will be Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 pm via
Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87458466892) or join by phone:
346-248-7799 and enter the Meeting ID: 871 5846 6892#
Maundy Thursday marks the evening that we remember Jesus’ last
supper with his disciples before his arrest, trial, crucifixion, and
death. This year’s service will include guest preacher Rev. Natarsha
Sanders, Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and a Service of Shadows
(Tenebrae) as we hear the last words of Christ.
Our guest preacher will be Rev. Natarsha Sanders, one of our
ministry colleagues in Synod of the Sun and the Executive Director
of Centering the Sacred, LLC. Natarsha is also a certified life coach
specializing in personal growth and racial/cultural competence.
Natarsha enjoys singing, teaching and writing. She is also passionate about the arts and inclusion. She resides in Texas with her husband, Lorenzo A. Watson. To learn more about Natarsha, visit
www.centeringthesacred.com.
Music led by Brandon Bowman and Rebecca te Velde.

Easter Sunday Offerings


Children’s & Youth Sunday School Classes @ 9:45 via
Zoom

Worship @ 11:00 am
 In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall. Please RSVP to let us know you plan to attend
so staff can ensure ample spaced seating for all
worshippers. (https://rsvp.church/r/7edCJwUx )
 Join us virtually via Facebook Live, listen live @
www.stillwaterfpc.org/listenlive, or via radio at KSPI
780 AM/PETE 94.3 FM.
 Celebration of Communion
Easter Sunday music
 Musical offerings from the Chancel Choir
 Communion solo from Brandon Bowman
 OSU trumpeter James Fahlund
 Keeping with FPC tradition, the organ postlude will
be: Toccata from Symphony No. 5 for Organ by
Charles-Marie Widor

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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First Presbyterian Church Staff
Pastor
Leah R. Hrachovec
leah.hrachovec@stillwaterfpc.org
Associate Pastor
Jenny Hardin
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org
Parish Associate
Verne Arens
arensv@gmail.com
Director of Children and Youth
Jenna Campbell
jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org
Church Administrator
Magdalena Vinson
magdalena.vinson@stillwaterfpc.org
Finance/Office Assistant
Mary Beth Garoffolo
marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org
Director of Music/Organist
Rebecca te Velde
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FPC Garden & Grounds Work Day!
Saturday, April 17, starting @ 9:00 am
(rain date is April 24)
Come join us for an FPC Garden and Grounds Work
Day! This event is for all ages and families! Spring is
in the air, and it’s the time of year to get our hands
into the soil, plant new things, and prune the old.
We’ll have a variety of garden tasks ranging from
mulching to weeding to hedge trimming, with
something for all ages. Please bring any secateurs,
weeding tools, or trowels you might have along
with a pair of gloves, and we’ll provide the mulch
and plants! Children under the age of 14 need to be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Please wear a mask and bring a water bottle.

Handbell Choir Director
Allison Johnston
allisonjplaysviolin@gmail.com
Digital & Contemporary Music
Coordinator
Brandon Bowman
Coordinator of Older Adult Ministry
Kelly McCarley
kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org
Childcare Coordinator
Erin Lawson
childcare@stillwaterfpc.org
UKIRK Assistant
Ethan Williams
ukirk@stillwaterfpc.org
Youth Ministry Assistants
Haley Brobston
Blake Malley
Caroline Mosier
Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org
Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
-John 13:34-35
A dinner party. The very idea right now sounds absolutely luxurious. I don’t know about you, but among the many
things that have been hard about this time of pandemic is the absence of simple times to gather around the table
with one another: at church, at work, with friends, with extended family. I’ve missed the informal conversation,
special food offered and received, and the ability to make eye contact and see smiles in person.
Jesus’ words about a new commandment, above, are those he gave his friends at their last dinner together. While
his disciples may not have grasped in the moment the importance and poignancy of that night, Jesus surely did.
He wanted to make sure that, given all that was to come—betrayal, trial, suffering, death, grave, and resurrection
hope—his friends would remember what they were supposed to do. Love one another.
What are the words that we will offer one another when we are able to come together again? I am so relieved
that our local pandemic conditions have improved enough for us to begin worshiping in person again beginning
on Sunday, March 21. I am writing this letter before that service has happened, and I pray that our time together,
even as masks and distancing continue, will be full of love and joy.
One of our Sacraments in the church, celebrating the Lord’s Supper, calls us to the table, recognizing Christ as
both our host and our food. After being apart, we may rediscover the radical love that God has for us in sitting
down with us, making sure that we know we are welcome (even Judas was fed at the Last Supper), and reminding
us that what we do around the table has the power to change the world. May every table in your life feel
sacramental, as we remember how loved we are, and how much we can love others because of Christ’s love for
us.
These Lent and Easter seasons, we will be celebrating the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday (virtually, via Zoom), and on Easter Sunday. Whether you are joining in worship here or from
home, may you come to the table with joy. Christ is among us as we gather together and as we are sent into the
world in His name.
With resurrection hope,

"When someone dies, you don't get over it by forgetting; you get over it by remembering, and you are
aware that no person is ever truly lost or gone once they have been in our life and loved us, as we have
loved them."
-from Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko (1977)
www.stillwaterfpc.org

5

The Ambassador

volume 63 • number 3

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Easter-in-a-Basket Gatherings for Children
March 28 (Palm Sunday) and April 4 (Easter)
at 9:45 am on Zoom
As we celebrate Palm Sunday and Easter, we’ll unveil and share Easterin-a-Basket projects for Holy Week. Didn’t order an Easter-in-a-Basket?
You’re still invited to participate! We’ll hear the Palm Sunday and Easter story, sing songs, and reflect on Holy Week and Easter together.
Did you order an Easter-in-a-Basket box from Ferncliff? Boxes can be
picked up at the church anytime from 10:00a-5:00p March 22-26 or at
the March 28th Drive-Thru Sunday between 12:15-1:00pm!

Children and Worship Weekly Videos Added Each Week
Find each week’s Children and Worship video at www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/children-andworship or on the Stillwater FPC Facebook page. This age-appropriate worship is a
wonderful worship time to engage in as a family.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. on Zoom (Note the new start time!!)
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Sunday School videos for our 4-and 5-year-olds are posted each week at
www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/faith-kidnection.
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink is on Zoom! We’ll meet each week for a time to check in with each other, hear a Bible
story, and reflect on the Bible story through science, storytelling, movies, drama, and more!
The Zoom link is sent in the weekly children’s email. Contact Jenna Campbell
(jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added to the email list.
A new unit begins April 11: The Prodigal Son

Summer Camp at Ferncliff!
Ferncliff Camp and Conference
Center near Little Rock, AR will be
offering in-person overnight camps
this summer. Check out ferncliff.org
for more information, including
registration details.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY
PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sunday evenings
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship, discipleship, and
living our faith. At PYG, we play, laugh, pray, study
scripture, serve, ask big questions, and grow as faithful
disciples. Join us! All in-person events will be outside,
socially-distanced, and masks are required.

Upcoming PYG Calendar
Sunday evenings 5:00 - 6:00 pm
March
28
5:00-6:00pm

PYG

April
4
11
18
24
25

Happy Easter!
Youth Sunday planning
Youth Sunday planning
Youth Sunday rehearsal
Youth Sunday (FH)

No PYG
5:00-6:00 pm
5:00-6:00 pm
1:30-3:30 pm
11:00 am

SUNDAY MORNING
CLASSES FOR YOUTH
On Zoom each Sunday at 9:45 am
(note the time change due to in-person
worship resuming)
Zoom link is sent in the weekly youth email.
Contact Jenna Campbell
(jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be
added to the email list.

Youth Sunday – April 25th @ 11:00 am
Fellowship Hall
You are invited to a special worship service on April 25 th – completely planned and led by the youth of FPC! The theme of the
service will be Journey to Justice. Youth will offer reflections from
their study on mission, poverty, and racism.

Save the Date!
Senior Sunday is Sunday,
May 2, 2021!
On this Sunday we will celebrate our
high school graduating seniors during
worship.
Please make plans to join us!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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DEACONS’ CORNER

Suicide Prevention Training Through
Payne County Youth Service
Thursday, April 8 at 2:30 pm via Zoom
Deacons will be offering suicide prevention training during even-numbered months this year. The next training
date is Thursday, April 8 at 2:30 pm. Registration is required and can be done by clicking on the link below or
contacting Pastor Jenny in the church office by phone (405-372-5580) or email
(jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org). These training sessions last about an hour and are provided free of charge
by Payne County Youth Services.
Register here (https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYofumppzwqH9K4bDkBtnzywZqmcbZYP9u7)
or contact Pastor Jenny in the church office, (405) 372-5580.

Our Daily Bread is currently in need of several food items
Boxes of crackers (Saltines, Triscuits, etc)
Canned meats (chicken, tuna)
Canned chili with meat
16 oz boxes of breakfast cereal
Please take your donations to Our Daily Bread, 701 E 12th Ave,
Monday - Thursday from 9am to 1pm. Or you can call 405-5332555 to arrange another drop-off time. Thank you!

Soup’s On!: A new Deacon project
The Deacons are sponsoring a new project of preparing and delivering a
simple meal, casserole or soup to church members who are in need of a
'home cooked' meal. We have some simple recipes and a few cooks
already lined up but are looking for additional cooks, both young and old,
who would like to participate in this ministry.
If this sounds like something you would like to do, or you want more
information about it, please contact beckybair5@gmail.com. Cooks of all
ages are welcome!
Note: If you checked ‘Provide a meal for a family in grief or crisis’ on your
2021 Time & Talent form, we already have you on our contact list!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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AN INTERGENERATIONAL CULTURE AT FPC
Note: Our Intergenerational Team has met for the last year and a half to study more about what it means for a church to be
truly intergenerational. You’ll be hearing more from this team!
“Intergenerational ministry occurs when a congregation intentionally brings the generations together in mutual serving,
sharing, or learning within the core activities of the church in order to live out being the body of Christ to each other and
the greater community.” (Allen & Ross, Intergenerational Christian Formation)

A word from Mary Emmett on Intergenerational Ministry:
Who is looking forward to Youth Sunday in April? Why? I LOVE Youth Sunday! I feel I learn SO much from our youth. They
give me a different perspective on Biblical concepts, they help me “think outside the box”, they give me permission to be
creative, to be “hands on”, to join in the singing and clapping, to be young again! Youth Sunday is truly a powerful
Intergenerational worship service. I look forward to the musical talent and the passion and enthusiasm of the youth. We
always think of the older generation as being role models for the younger generation. On Youth Sunday, we are reminded
that the younger generation certainly has things to teach the older people. This mutual reciprocity is part of the beauty of
Intergenerational Ministry!
What if we seek to create opportunities to foster Intergenerational relationships and an intentionally Intergenerational
CULTURE at FPC? We are already doing so during Youth Sunday, GIFT, Our Daily Bread, and Mission trips. I remember being
impressed with Tim Schlais’ patience on a few of our mission trips to Hugo as he patiently taught Carly, one of the youth,
how to toe in a nail. And Thad and Quinn working together to build a window frame; Dennis and Judy’s grandsons working
alongside the adults. We learned new skills from each other as we worked and accomplished goals together. Evening Bible
study allowed for the sharing of ideas and perspectives between the older and younger generations. During all of this,
Intergenerational relationships were formed and, once again, mutual reciprocity occurred as the young and old learned
from each other. The Intergenerational culture fosters the idea of valuing each other as we learn and grow together.
How and where else could this happen? A church that is focused with an Intergenerational outlook and culture benefits ALL
generations. All ages benefit from mutual sharing and learning. Instead of being separated, we are together the Body of
Christ - we are truly a church family with all generations together feeling a sense of belonging. It is said that belonging
comes before believing. When children lead and serve, they are being trained as leaders. Yes, children ARE our future, but
they are also our PRESENT. Growing research indicates that Intergenerational relationships are one of the primary keys to
life-long discipleship and a sustained faith. An Intergenerational culture is NOT about the addition of more programs or
events. It’s about an Intergenerational outlook and mindset that permeates our congregation’s life together. It’s not about
what we DO - it’s about who we ARE. Our church is already experiencing Intergenerational Ministry together - now it’s time
for more of an intentional focus for some of what has been happening organically.

Summer GiFT Update
Summer GiFT is back! We are making plans for a once a week
Summer GiFT event to be held outdoors in June. We are confident
we can hold a safe event as we will remain outdoors and socially
distant. And the outdoors will be the perfect location for our Summer GiFT
theme of RENEW as we consider God’s call to care for God’s good creation.
More information to come on specific dates, but plan to come
connect, fellowship, learn, and play at this intergenerational event! Are you
interested in serving on the short-term planning team for this event? Please
contact Jenna Campbell at jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC AT FPC
Choir
Courtyard Choir met on a couple of Sunday afternoons at the start of 2021, but outdoor opportunities during the
winter months are fewer, less regular, and shorter (cold feet!). On Weds., Feb. 24, we moved into the sanctuary for
our first indoor rehearsal since Mar. 11, 2020. This was undertaken with strict adherence to the most current
restrictions and guidelines for safe indoor singing. Our detailed protocol has been approved by our Covid-19 Task
Force. It is a joy to finally sing in the comfort and quiet of our beloved sanctuary and to hear one another in that
space. The choir will sing during worship on Easter Sunday!
Rebecca te Velde performed the “Tuesdays at Trinity” Virtual Organ Recital from Trinity Episcopal Church in
downtown Tulsa on Tuesday, March 23. The half-hour recorded recital can be viewed anytime by clicking on Trinity’s
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tuesdays+at+trinity
Soli Deo Gloria Music Virtual Piano Recital
Our virtual spring SDG event is a performance by Blake Hilligoss recorded especially for us on our beautiful Kawai
grand piano in Fellowship Hall!
Blake is a senior piano performance major studying with Dr. Thomas Lanners at OSU. He is preparing to enter a
master’s degree program in piano performance in the fall. We thank him for sharing his talents and the beautiful
sounds of our grand piano for us all to enjoy! The video will air on Monday, April 12 via the FPC website and
Facebook page, and will be available thereafter for viewing and sharing.
Did you miss the first SDG event of 2021? Listen and watch here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cR5Lq0eU4fc
This is a 22-minute virtual demonstration, performance, and tour of our FPC pipe organ, which is celebrating its 65 th
birthday! Reuter Pipe Organ Op. 1125 was built in 1955 and dedicated in 1956.
A Little Monday Music – All of the videos to date are available for viewing anytime on the FPC Stillwater YouTube
channel: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbRmxlR6cgaPfqLubGV6sHAFZCzDVNAV7
Choral Scholar News:
Lexi Ferguson has recently been hired as the music teacher for Sequoia Elementary School in Shawnee, beginning
Fall 2021! Lexi will graduate from OSU in May with a Bachelor of Music Education degree with an emphasis in vocal
performance. She has served as an FPC Choral Scholar since the fall of 2018. She will continue through the summer
as a cantor and soloist.
Amanda Barber has been accepted to the master’s degree program in choral conducting at OSU, and also has been
awarded the Graduate Teaching Assistantship for that program, beginning Fall 2021! We at FPC are so fortunate
that she will be staying with us for two more years!
Hearty congratulations to both of these talented and hard-working women!!
Jack Moffatt just performed a starring role in OSU’s opera production of Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss II. It is
available to view anytime via OState TV (https://ostate.tv)
***
Heartfelt thanks to our church leadership and congregation for continued support of our Choral Scholar ministry! It
is both an internal and an outreach ministry of great and lasting significance. We are blessed by the students’ talents
and spirited leadership, and their spiritual and professional lives are profoundly impacted by their time and
experience as part of the FPC family.
Thank You!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Lavon Alexander
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Cindy Abbott (Schlais)
Calvin Adkisson (Vaughan)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
David Awtrey
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
The Berry Family (Berry)
Mandy Blackburn
Rose Marie Bligh
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Rick Bowman (Fairbanks)
Betty Lou Branson (Frohock)
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Marilyn Choike (Bruce)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Janet Cole
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Conrado and Miriam (Hardin)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lori Fagan
David Fairbanks (Fairbanks)
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Halana (Leffingwell)
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Bob Harding
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Mark Howard
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
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Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Larry Johnson (te Velde)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Carol Kliesen (Rex)
Margy Knox
Craig Kohler
Pauline Kopecky
Alice Kowalewski (Harding)
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Elaine MacPhee (Belanus)
Mary Kay Mallory
Phil Massie (Beckstrom/Houston)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
The Moore Family (Campbell)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Susan Nance
Michelle Nickolson
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Denton Padgett (Fairbanks)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Daniel Powell
Tim Rains (Silver)
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Jack Reeves
Elaine Renfrow (Fairbanks)
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Gloria Sandvold
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Nikki McCollom Shelton (Houston/
McCollom)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)

Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Paul Sorrentino (Beckstrom)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Christine Stone
Debbie Stout
Phyllis Taylor
Upendo Kids (Shawley)
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Scott Williams (Preston)
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)
Jim Wise
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer List.
Thank you!

Larger Church:
Synod of the Sun
Synod of the Trinity
Synod of Alaska - Northwest

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Lt. Tom Cooper Air Force (Good)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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SESSION
Session Organization
The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them
in the work. If you have an interest in serving in a
certain area, please contact one of the elders assigned
to that ministry and volunteer. Do not be shy. As
Presbyterians, we believe that the fruit of the Spirit
increases with greater involvement and more people.
Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom
Karsen Riley

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Kiah Butcher
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Rusty Rex
Courtney Savage

Communications &
Connecting:
Kiah Butcher (chair)
Kay Burns
Jill Stoutzenberger

Adult Ministry:
Judi Baker
Fellowship & Family:
Jean Aresco
Erin Petrotta
UKirk (University):
John Mark Day
Worship and Music:
David Conway (co-chair)
Ashley Kirven-Bobier (cochair)

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson
Personnel:
Thad Leffingwell (chair)
John Mark Day
Kiah Butcher

Session Summary
The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Stillwater, OK met
in its Stated Meeting on Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 5:30
pm. via Zoom meeting. Elder Erin Petrotta opened the
Session meeting with a devotional thought and a prayer.
Highlights of Session action:
 Reviewed the 2021 application for recertification as an
Earth Care Congregation in the PCUSA from our Earth
Care Team, represented by Jim Ansley, Ann Houston,
and Pat Jaynes.
 Celebrated news from Deacons that members and
friends contributed over $1,000 in cash and donations to
Pioneer Pantry outreach within Stillwater Public Schools
 Discussed Parish Paper: “How Can We Build Trust in a
Vaccine”
 Approved Worship & Music Committee and COVID
Response Task Force’s recommendation to return to
in-person worship in hybrid format (will simulcast
online/radio) starting Sunday, March 21 at 11:00 am
 Received the February 28, 2021 membership report
indicating 513 members
 Approved a one-time carry forward of unused 2020
professional and annual leave for administrative staff
into 2021.
 Reviewed Intergenerational Ministry Team Goals & Next
Steps for intergenerational ministry efforts within FPC
Meeting concluded with prayer by Leah Hrachovec. Next
stated meeting Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 5:30 pm via Zoom.

Endowment Liaison:
David Conway

Nominating Committee:
Rusty Rex
World Mission and
Denominational Concerns: Erin Petrotta
Kathy Thomas

Monthly Income / Expense Report
February 2021
Giving
Other
Income

$

50,966.59

$

2,165.87

Total Income $

Year
% of
to Date
Budget
$ 148,093.58
23.19
10,418.14

35.15

53,132.46

$ 158,511.72

23.72

Expenditures $

50,077.00

$

118,347.00

16.37

Net

3,055.46

$

40,164.72

$

$

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT EDUCATION
Adult Sunday School
These classes meet via Zoom and can be accessed via phone by dialing 312-626-6799 and entering the Meeting ID:
819 5021 2242# or online via the following link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81950212242. You can also find access
information in the weekly First Things emails or on our website, www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning and
selecting Adult. Adult Sunday School classes will not meet on Easter Sunday.
Feasting on the Word
Led by Denise Rex
Sundays, January 10 - May 23 at 9:45 am on Zoom
Following the Revised Common Lectionary, this Bible study class dives deep into Scripture,
asking reflective questions and challenging participants to think in a new way.
Matthew 25: A Closer Look
Sundays, beginning April 11 at 9:45 am on Zoom
Last summer, the Session of FPC voted for us to become a Matthew 25 congregation. If you
have been asking yourself, “But what does that mean?” then this is the class for you! During
our first gathering on April 11th, we will welcome Lemuel Garcia-Arroyo, the Presbyterian
Mission Agency’s mission engagement advisor for our region. He will share an overview of Matthew 25, examples of
how other communities and congregations have been living into this calling, and answer questions about the
invitation we have answered. During the following weeks, we will be joined by representatives from our mission and
ministry partners, including our Mission Co-Workers in Peru. We look forward to having you join us!

Fair Trade Store Greetings!
The Fair Trade Store is open by appointment and also before and after church starting
on Palm Sunday. Masks are required and there is a limit of 2 customers in the store at a
time. The Easter Bunny stopped by and dropped off all kinds of wonderful Easter eggs,
chicks, bunnies, garlands, and tea towels for your Easter shopping. Chocolate has also
arrived and the store is stocked with all of your favorites right now with many choices
in both milk and dark chocolate. I look forward to welcoming you all back to our FTS
after this long break!
To schedule an appointment, please contact Julie Bills at jbills2007@hotmail.com

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Small Groups and Bible Study
Are you curious about what the Bible says about something or why
the Bible says what it says? Do you spend time reflecting on what
was said during the sermon on Sunday mornings? Would you like to
share your study of a text with others? We are looking to expand our
weekly small group Bible study and hope you will join us!
To help us in our planning, please fill out this interest survey
(https://stillwaterfpc.breezechms.com/form/3378d1), and Pastors
Leah and Jenny will be in touch. You can also reach out directly to
one of the pastors.

PW NEWS
PW/Circle will meet Wednesday, April 14, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Masks will
be required and the women will be seated socially distanced. Pastor Leah will lead the
Bible study, Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament, Lesson Seven:
Lament Over the City.
If you have any questions about PW/Circle please contact Mary McKinley, moderator,
377-4367. All women and guests are welcome.

PW NEWS

In-Person Seasoned Adults Returns
Monday, April 19th @6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Great News! We will be returning to in-person Seasoned Adults for our
April meeting in the Fellowship Hall! On April 19th at 6:30 pm, we will
start with a brief fellowship time, followed by our very own Magdalena
Vinson sharing “Return to Fern Gully: The Australian Rainforest”. There
will not be a meal due to COVID-19 protocols, but we will provide a takehome dessert. Participants will be required to wear masks and socially
distance (couples may sit together). If you would like to attend, please
make reservations by April 16th either by email
(kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org) or by calling the church office at
405-372-5580.
Looking ahead to our May 17th program, Pastor Jenny will be sharing a
program on World Mission Connections. Mark your calendars early!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS
Interested in Climbing the Poet Tree?
Learn to express yourself and your love for Christ through the arts.
April is National Poetry Month and Belinda Bruner is offering a Zoom
workshop on how to write a poem. Join Belinda on April 27 at 6:30 to
7:45 pm to find out what dance, anatomy, and music have in common
with the art of poetry. This will be guided writing with artsy exercises.
Fun for ages 8 and up. Look for the link in First Things @ FPC.

Join our Easter Photo Scavenger Hunt! Gather as many of the
items listed as you are able, arrange them so they can all be seen
in a photo, and snap a picture. Then post (or have an adult in your
family post) your photo on social media by Sunday, April 4. Don’t
forget to tag First Presbyterian Church so we can see your photos!
Each item from the list that you include in your photo is worth a
different number of points, and the individual and family who
submit photos that add up to the greatest number of points will
win a prize! You can find links to the list of items in the First
Things email, on the church website, and on Facebook, as well as
links to Easter egg and spring flowers coloring pages.

Stillwater First Presbyterian Church,
Certified PC(USA) Earth Care Congregation
*Stillwater, OK+ – Stillwater First Presbyterian Church was certified as an Earth Care
Congregation by Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s Presbyterian Hunger Program through
February 2022. This honor speaks to the great commitment that First Presbyterian
Church has made to care for God’s earth.
To become an Earth Care Congregation, this congregation affirmed an Earth Care Pledge to integrate
environmental practices and thinking into their worship, education, facilities, and outreach.
“It is exciting that First Presbyterian Church is one of the 276 churches that chose to dedicate themselves
to intentional care of God’s earth this year. Particularly in a time of much uncertainty and worry about the
future, this congregation’s activities and commitment even in the midst of navigating limitations brought
about by COVID-19 brings hope to their community. We believe that First Presbyterian Church will inspire
others to respond intentionally to God’s call to care for the earth,” says Jessica Maudlin, Associate for
Sustainable Living and Earth Care Concerns for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).*
*This is part of a longer press release issued by PC(USA). To read the full letter, please visit the Earth Care page of
website, www.stillwaterfpc.org. Or keep an eye out in the NewsPress!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule
9:45 am Zoom Sunday School
11:00 am Hybrid Worship Service

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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One Great Hour of Sharing is one of the three special offerings we collect, along with our siblings in the PC
(USA) across the country, every year. The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work
in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing
community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.
There are several ways to contribute to this offering: during worship, when we collect the regular Sunday
offering (be sure to write “OGHS” or “Special Offering” in the memo line of your check), online via the giving
portal on the FPC website, and during our drive-thru on Palm Sunday. If you’ve been putting coins into your fish
bank during Lent, you can bring that to the drive-thru too! To give to OGHS directly, visit https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/oghs/ and make a donation online.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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