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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Out to Lunch Bunch
Want to get to know your fellow FPC members a little better? Fellowship and
food are the best combination. We are going to try different places, order off the
menu, and enjoy the great fellowship of each other. Please join us for a Sunday
lunch of fellowship and friends. Just tell them that you are with FPC and we will
see you there.
3/29 – Nikki’s Greek, 610 E. McElroy Road
4/19 – Boba Fusion Café, 211 N. Perkins Road
5/3 – NaNa’s Mexican Kitchen, 132 S. Main St.

Summer Camp @ Ferncliff Camp
& Conference Center
For entering 3rd graders - 12th graders
July 5-10, 2020
Join your Stillwater FPC friends and others from Oklahoma and Arkansas at
beautiful Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center (just west of Little Rock) this
summer, July 5-10th. We’ll coordinate transportation for all Stillwater FPC
campers for this week (other dates are available through the summer if this
date doesn’t work for your family). Camp is already filling up, so learn more
and register soon at www.ferncliff.org.
*Receive $50 by using this discount code: stillwater

Join us as we celebrate
Magdalena and Miri Vinson!
Hosted by the Presbyterian
Women and Second Mile
Sewing. All are welcome!
Gift suggestions:
· Diapers (size 2 or 3)
· Books—a book or two
that you loved as a child
or one that you enjoy
reading to your child/
grandchild

Staff Information
Jenna Campbell, Director of Children and Youth Ministry, will be out of
the office on vacation March 18-22.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
[Jesus said] ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free.’’ - John 8:31
Poetry challenges me to see the importance and power of each written word and the silence in between.
Poems (and good song lyrics) have a way putting into just a few words the mountain of complicated feelings,
longings, memories, and prayers that run through our days.
Thanks to the Salt Project (www.saltproject.org), a Reformed Christian media collective, a poet whose words
have spoken to me lately is Frances Ellen Watkins Harper (1825-1911). She was an abolitionist, poet, novelist,
suffragist, and one of the first African-American women to be published in the United States. She was also a
person of deep faith, and did not hesitate to speak to her white Christian sisters and brothers about the truth
of the gospel and its power to free, standing boldly against the misuse of the Bible to excuse, and even
condone, slavery.
One of her poems celebrates the liberating power of the gospel of Jesus Christ and each person’s right to read
the Word of God for themselves. Here is an excerpt, below. If you’d like to read the entire poem, please visit
poetryfoundation.org.
Thanks be to God for the truth of Christ that continues to set us free.
Peace to you,

Learning to Read
By Frances Ellen Watkins Harper

From African-American Poetry of the Nineteenth Century: An Anthology (University of Illinois Press, 1992).

Very soon the Yankee teachers / Came down and set up school;
But, oh! how the Rebs did hate it,— It was agin’ their rule.
Our masters always tried to hide / Book learning from our eyes;
Knowledge did’nt agree with slavery— ’Twould make us all too wise.
But some of us would try to steal / A little from the book.
And put the words together / And learn by hook or crook.
....
And I longed to read my Bible / For precious words it said;
But when I begun to learn it / Folks just shook their heads,
And said there is no use trying / Oh! Chloe, you’re too late;
But as I was rising sixty / I had no time to wait.
So I got a pair of glasses / And straight to work I went,
And never stopped till I could read / The hymns and Testament.
Then I got a little cabin / A place to call my own—
And I felt independent / As the queen upon her throne.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES
The season of Lent begins on Wednesday, February 26. Take part in these Lenten offerings as a way
to deepen your Lenten experience this spring.

New Lenten Sunday Sermon Series
The Lord’s Prayer: On Earth as it is in Heaven
Begins Sunday, March 1st
First Sunday in Lent
During the season of Lent as we look toward Christ’s cross and God’s
Easter promises, Pastor Leah R. Hrachovec and Associate Pastor
Jenny Hardin explore the prayer Jesus taught his disciples—a prayer
that still challenges us, and gives us hope, today.
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5
April 12

Introduction: Our Common Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven. . . .
Your kingdom come, your will be done. . . .
Give us this day our daily bread. . .
Forgive us our debts as we forgive. . . .
Palm Sunday: Lead us not into temptation . . . .
Easter: Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Holy Week Worship Opportunities

April 5 Palm Sunday (8:30 and 11:00 a.m.)
April 9 Maundy Thursday (7:00 p.m.)
April 12 Easter (8:30 and 11:00 a.m.)

Lenten 2020 Workshop
Leaping High Toward God: Finding Meaning and Purpose in Suffering

Saturday, March 7 at First Presbyterian Church
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
$25 registration fee (includes lunch)
If you are personally experiencing suffering (of any kind), or if you accompany and minister to others who
experience suffering, and look to faith for help, then this workshop is for you. Through this workshop, you will be
provided with hands on prayer and meditation tools and an understanding of Pierre Teilhard's deeply spiritual
perspective on the tasks and stages of suffering. This workshop is great for Stephen ministers, spiritual directors,
counselors, chaplains, health care workers, ministers and others who care for suffering persons of any age.
Visit the Adult Ministry page on the FPC website to register or contact Sharon Bennett at 580-305-2289.

Lenten GiFT
Sunday, April 5
9:45—10:45 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

All ages are invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall to experience a variety of stations
based on different ways to pray, as well as reflections on the Lord’s Prayer.
* This event will take the place of regular adult, youth, and children’s Sunday School
programming on this day.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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LENTEN DEVOTIONALS FOR ALL AGES
Devotionals are available in the black display case in the narthex

For Preschool/Early Elementary
My Lenten Journey: A Stickerbook of Ways to Praise for 40 Days

Lent is a powerful, prayerful time to remember Jesus’ journey to the cross. With colorful stickers
highlighting both biblical events and meaningful practices of Lent, this sticker book helps children make
the 40-day journey in a memorable way. Children can complete the storybook by adding a colorful sticker
illustration to each page.

For Elementary and Youth Families
An Illustrated Lent—Reflections on Prayer

Journey through Lent with weekly devotionals, activity pages, and coloring pages. An
Illustrated Lent for Families: Reflections on Prayer invites families to focus intentionally on
the spiritual discipline of prayer during the Lenten season. By exploring different Gospel
passages of Jesus engaged in prayer, families will be encouraged to learn new ways to
expand and enrich their experiences of prayer, individually, as a family, and in community.

For Youth and Adults
Words for the Wilderness
This Lent, journey through the wilderness with words to sustain you every step of the way.
Select a card each day of Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday.
Contemplate the word you select each day, trusting that it is exactly what you need for that
day. Then read the short scripture verse and prayer on the back of the card. Get creative
and display your words in a fun way—adhere the cards to a fridge or wall, create a fun wall
hanging, or arrange them on a desk or table. Display the cards so you can continue
journeying with the words throughout the entire season of Lent.

Praying in Color
Introduced by our youth during Youth Sunday this year, use this prayer practice to
guide your Lenten journey. Each day choose a word to ponder or a person to pray
for. Write the word or name in the allotted space with a pen and draw or doodle
around it. Add color with colored pencils or markers. Let the word or name speak
to you. If words come to you as you draw, pray them. If not, just continue to draw,
stay quiet, and let the word or name burrow into your mind and heart. Returning
to the calendar each day establishes a special time to be present to God.

From Suffering to Salvation: Inspiration from Henri J.M Nouwen
Each Lent, we are called to prayerfully consider that sacrificial love, receive it, share it and
demonstrate it to others. A spiritual icon of the 20th century, Henri Nouwen wrote about this love
which continues to captivate millions. In these pages, Nouwen excerpts are accompanied by Scripture
passages and original reflections composed by author Christopher Klofft.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY (6TH-12TH GRADERS)

Spring Youth Ministry Calendar
February
23
1:30 - 3:30 pm
4:30-7:30 pm
28-29 8:00 pm - 8:00 am

Bowling Day with FPC
@ Frontier Lanes
Camp Night in OKC
Lock-In @ FPC

March
1
8
15
22
27-29

No PYG
5:00-6:30
No PYG
No PYG
4:00 pm - 2:30 pm

PYG
Happy Spring Break!
Happy Spring Break!
Youth Quake Retreat

April
5
9

5:00-6:30 pm
5:00-8:00 pm

12
19
25

No PYG
5:00-6:30 pm
Afternoon

No PYG
Maundy Thursday
rehearsal and worship
Happy Easter!
PYG
Earth Day Celebration

Youth Sunday—Thank you!
Thanks to our youth who led the congregation in a deeply
meaningful and inspiring worship service for Youth Sunday
on February 9th. The service was based on the theme of
prayer, which the youth are studying for this school year, and
included a variety of creative prayer practices. Thanks to the
youth and our assistants and sponsors for your hard work!

Youth Sunday School
Sundays from 9:45-10:45 am
All youth are invited to gather in the Youth Suite at
9:45 a.m. for snacks and fellowship before classes
begin at 10:00 a.m.

Friends are
welcome!
Please bring a
snack to share!

Youth Quake Retreat
Friday, March 27 (4:30 p.m.)
to Sunday, March 29 (2:30 p.m.)

Canyon Camp in Hinton, OK / For all 6th-12th graders / Cost: $85
With a superhero theme, this conference is sure to be great! Small groups, games, hiking, Superhero dance party,
worship...all in the beautiful canyon! Register and pay using the link at www.stillwaterfpc.org (under Fellowship and
Youth Group) or by using the church app. Registration is complete when you've both paid through the payment link
(or brought a check to church with memo of Youth Quake) AND registered through Indian Nation Presbytery's
registration link on the FPC website.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Children’s Sunday School Opportunities
Sundays from 9:45 a.m to 10:45 a.m.
All children begin and end in the Worship Center
Faith Kid-nection (Pre-K to Kindergarten)
Join in play, games and songs as we explore God’s love,
grow in faith, and learn how to share God’s love with
others using the Walk with Me curriculum.
SpiritLink (1st-5th graders)
SpiritLink is a workshop rotation-model Sunday School in
which students learn about a Bible story from different
perspectives during each unit: art, science, computers,
storytelling, cooking, movies, drama, and more!
This month’s SpiritLink unit is The Banquet with Simon. Children will
study the story of the woman who anoints Jesus’ feet with oil, reflecting
on themes of forgiveness and extending grace and mercy to the outcast.

Children and
Worship
We invite children ages 3
through 3rd grade to
participate each Sunday in
Children and Worship during 11:00 a.m.
worship following Time with Children. The
children follow the worship banner out of
the Sanctuary and are led to the
Westminster Room for a time of ageappropriate worship. Parents may pick up
their children in the Westminster Room at
the conclusion of worship.
Children and Worship gives children ageappropriate ways to praise God, pray to
God, listen, and respond to God. We hear
and see stories of God from the Bible as
the Storyteller uses wooden figures, simple
structures, and even a small piece of the
desert to share the ancient stories. We
dive deeper into the Bible stories by
wondering aloud about the stories and the
mysteries of God. During Response Time,
children work with the story materials
themselves and engage with the stories
through art work, puzzles or books.
Communion Sundays...On Sundays that
Communion is offered, children go to
Children and Worship, but then rejoin their
families in the Sanctuary to experience the
wonder of the Sacrament with their family
and come to understand Christ's
welcoming of the children to the Table.
Parents—meet your child at the back of
the Sanctuary right after the Offering to
bring them back to their seats.
Offering…We encourage children to bring
an offering to God as we model generosity
as an act of worship. Your child can bring
their offering to Time with Children (since
they’ll go directly to Children and Worship
following this time) and they can add it to
the basket in Children and Worship.
It is good to worship God together in
Children and Worship!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MISSION

Solar Under the Sun
Some of you may not realize a main focus of the mission efforts of our church,
Presbytery, and Synod is Solar Under the Sun. Solar Under the Sun (SUS for
short) was begun 10 years ago. Our purpose is to educate and support
volunteers who install solar systems in communities and homes that need
affordable electrical power.
1.2 billion people have no electricity. When the sun goes down their day ends.
SUS graduates have installed approximately 100 systems in eight countries in the
last 10 years. These systems provide clean water for drinking, reduce indoor air
pollution by using light from bulbs instead of kerosene lamps, and provide power
to operate electrical equipment in small clinics, churches, and schools.
How does our church help in this mission? SUS conducts two solar schools each year to train volunteers to build
and install electrical systems. We also teach participants how to establish partnerships, raise funds, evaluate sites,
and nurture cultural awareness. The next solar school is scheduled for April 23rd - 26th, 2020, at Ferncliff Camp
and Conference Center in Little Rock, AR. If you have a heart for mission go to the Solar Under the Sun web site
(solarunderthesun.org) and consider attending.
Our Presbytery is also engaged in Solar Under the Sun. Pastor Leah Hrachovec is a Solar 1 instructor and Steve
Fairbanks is a Solar 2 instructor. Tim and Rachel Schlais and Dennis Ferrell have been Solar 2 trained along with
Harold Younger and Bill Salmons from the Ponca City church. For the past three years our Presbytery has been
involved in a project in 3 small villages in Honduras. To date 51 homes have been wired for electricity. The final
twenty five homes are scheduled to be wired in March and April 2020. The solar system costs about $1000.00 per
home. Homeowners contribute $200.00 and help with the installations. Our partners donate the remaining
$800.00. Cimarron Presbytery donated $8000.00 to the project which paid for 10 homes. Harold and Bill helped
wire and install six of the homes last year. Tim, Rachel, Dennis and Steve are planning to install four more during the
April trip.
Cimarron Presbytery has partnered with people in Arkansas, Louisiana, Iowa, Minnesota, Texas, California, and
Mississippi to complete this project. Seventeen different churches have been involved.
You can help by doing one of the following:
1. Sign up and attend the next Solar School on April 23-26, 2020.
2. Donate to the Presbytery Solar Under the Sun account. (We use these funds to purchase equipment for the
systems.)
3. Pray for our efforts to be fruitful.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MISSION
2020 Intergenerational Mission Trip
Saturday, June 6 - Saturday, June 13

For anyone age 11* and older
*those 11-13 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian
This year, we will be returning to the Goodland Academy in Hugo, Oklahoma to continue
and finish the work we've been doing on their chapel. As in previous years, we will also
fellowship with the staff and students and participate in Bible study. Mark your calendars
now, and watch the church website and future Ambassadors for more information!
* And watch for the date of our mission trip fundraiser to be announced soon!

Fair Trade Store - New Location!
If you have not discovered the Fair Trade Store's new location by the bathrooms and name
tags, do step in and check out the great new room! The store moved just before Christmas
and will try out this new spot for a year. While the store is no longer in the middle of the
hospitality area, there is lots of room to spread out and the merchandise is more
visible. The store is open on Sundays during Sunday School from 9:00 to 11:00 and by
appointment. Call Julie Bills if you want to shop at another time. Remember, not only are
you finding a unique item and an incredible price, but you are also helping a struggling
artisan improve his or her life. It is a win - win!!

UKirk (University) Dinner
February 26

All university students and university-age
friends are invited to dinner following the
Ash Wednesday worship service on
Wednesday, February 26. We will meet in
the Narthex after worship.

UKirk Weekly Gatherings
Sundays @ 9:45 am

Reminder: Ambassador by Email
We invite you to consider receiving
your Ambassador by email. Each
month you receive an email with
the link for the new issue. You can
view or print while saving printing
and mailing costs for the Church.
Email the church office at
fpchurch1889@stillwaterfpc.org if you want to
receive the Ambassador electronically.

Sunday School in the Upper Room (south end of the 2nd floor)

Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm

Fellowship and Service, Hospitality Area
Find out more at www.ukirkstillwater.org.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Cindy Abbott (Schlais)
Calvin Adkisson (Vaughan)
Landon Allen (Olson)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
Noelle Baker
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Mandy Blackburn
Dawn Blair (Burgoon)
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Rita Breuninger
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Blake Buck
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Marilyn Choike (Bruce)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Steven Cornelius (Fairbanks)
Dick Croom (Knox)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lyle Eastman
Lori Fagan
The Flowers Family
Norma Franke
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Josh Garnett (McCarley)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
Bill Gilpen (Foust)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Stephen Harrel (Preston)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Lori Henry (Olson)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
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Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Steve Kirven (Conway)
Pauline Kopecky
Alice Kowalewski (Harding)
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Tom Kunz (Shaw)
Hank Lett
Wendy Long (Burgoon)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
Mary Beth Morris
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Pricilia Nkem
Pam Normile (Meinke)
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Denton Padgett (Fairbanks)
Edith Padgett (Razook)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Daniel Powell (Preston)
Pat Razook
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Jack Reeves
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Ken and Gloria Sandvold
Don Savage (Savage)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Frances Seiler (Fairbanks)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver (Silver)
David Smith (Cooper)
Mason Smith (Schlais)
Ted Smith
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Paul Sorrentino (Beckstrom)
Nora Jane Sparks (Frohock)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Jo Lynne Stephens (Smith)
Blaire Stevison
Jen Tapley (Ainsworth)
Judi Tarlton (PW Bowling)
Rick & Rita Titus
Upendo Kids (Shawley)

Upendo Kids (Shawley)
Nettie Vick
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Nona Wilhm (PW Bowling)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer
List. Thank you!

Larger Church:

Synod in Puerto Rico
Synod of the Rocky Mountains
Synod of South Atlantic
Synod of Southern California and Hawaii
Latin America and the Caribbean

Military Members

Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Lt. Tom Cooper Air Force (Good)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 E6 1st Class Petty Officer Miles Smith (Schlais)
 SPC 1st Class Bryn Williams JT Army (Williams)

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT MINISTRY
Presbyterian Women
In January Nevalyn Stotts was
honored as an Honorary Life
Member of Presbyterian Women in
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
Presbyterian Women recognized
Nevalyn for her commitment to
Christ and the mission of the church
and thanked her for her faithful service. Honorary Life
Memberships are rooted in a tradition that began in 1912.
Nevalyn is now a part of a select group who has been so
honored over several generations. The contribution made in
Nevalyn’s honor will support the training of women for
future leadership in the church. Along with a certificate of
recognition, Nevalyn received the Honorary Life Membership
pin which was designed and adopted in celebration of the
coming together of Presbyterian Women from the former
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.). Please be sure to congratulate
Nevalyn on this very deserving honor.
The March meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 11 at
9:30 a.m. Lesson Seven: Words of Love: Do Not Steal will be
led by Pastor Leah. Following the lesson, the women are
invited to stay for lunch and fellowship. If you have any
questions about PW Circle please contact Mary McKinley,
moderator, 377-4367.

Second Mile Sewing continues to meet the

1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesdays of every month at 9:30
a.m. in Fellowship Hall. All who love to sew or just
chat and visit are welcome to join the group. For
more information call Barbara Henderson, 377-6391,
or Rosetta Silver, 269-2990.

Seasoned Adults
We had a wonderful time and great attendance at our
February Seasoned Adults program! Gary and Nancy
Simpson joined us and presented a photo essay on the
Scottish Isle of Iona. Beautiful music and beautiful
pictures, and great food catered by PurdyQ. Our next
program is March 16. Kent Olson will be presenting a
very informative program on “Oklahoma’s Incredible,
Invisible Shrinking Budget: Past Present and Future”. If
you have any questions about the programs, or any
suggestions for future programs, please email Kelly
McCarley at kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
CHANCEL CHOIR SCHEDULE:
[Anyone 6th grade and older is welcome!]
Wednesdays:
7:15–8:15 p.m. [Westminster Room] except Feb.
26 (Ash Weds.) and Mar. 18 (spring break)
Sundays:
10:15-10:45 [Sanctuary] except Mar. 15 (spring
break)

Bench Potatoes
Anyone aged 7 and up (no upper
limit!) is invited to sit at the organ
with Becky during a worship service.
Children may choose to stay just until
Time with Children and then go to
Children and Worship. Trade your
seat in the pew for one at the organ
one Sunday! Two’s company on the
organ bench!

FROM BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR
ALLISON JOHNSTON:
The FPC Bell Choir is looking for more ringers to join us
this semester! If you would like to be a part of a fun
group of people and make music at First Pres., the Bell
Choir would love to have you! Anyone 6th grade and
older is welcome––no experience necessary!
The Bell Choir rehearses each Sunday (except March 15
for spring break) from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in the Bell Balcony
in the sanctuary. For more information, contact Allison
Johnston (Allisonjplaysviolin@gmail.com).

UPCOMING MUSIC IN WORSHIP
Feb. 23, Transfiguration Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 flute duet [Sarah
Bartlett and Leah Hrachovec]; 11:00 “O Wondrous Sight” – arr. R. te
Velde [Chancel Choir]
Feb. 26, Ash Weds. 6:00 p.m.: “Lead Me, Lord” – D. Blackwell [Chancel
Choir]
Mar. 1, Lent I: 8:30 & 11:00 “A Lenten Prayer” – R. J. Powell [Kim
Leffingwell, flute; 8:30 Megan Flores and Clayton Headrick; 11:00
Chancel Choir, Bell Choir]
Mar. 8, Lent II: “The Lord’s Prayer” – A. H. Malotte [Lexi Ferguson,
soloist; Shannan Frohock, signing]; 11:00 “Amen, We Praise Your
Name” [Chancel Choir and congregation; Blake Hilligoss, djembe]

Music Staff
Director of Music/Organist
Rebecca te Velde
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org
Contemporary Music Coordinator
Jennifer Smith
jennyleng98@gmail.com
Handbell Choir Director
Allison Johnston
allisonplaysviolin@gmail.com

Mar. 15, Lent III: 8:30 & 11:00 “Before the Throne of God Above” – B.
Kauflin [Jennifer Smith, soloist and guitar]
Mar. 22, Lent IV: “Celtic Communion” – M. Hayes [Sarah Bartlett, flute]
Mar. 29, Lent V: 11:00 “Lord, for Thy Tender Mercies’ Sake” – R. Farrant
[Chancel Choir]; 8:30 & 11:00 “Amazing Grace” – spiritual [Jennifer
Smith, soloist]

Choral Scholars
Amanda Barber
Lexie Ferguson
Clayton Headrick
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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The Tulsa-based Strings and Pearls Harp Duo Linda Paul (standing) and Vicki Smith have been performing together for several
years and enjoy playing music of many different genres for concerts, events, and services.
Linda Paul holds degrees in classical Harp Studies from Oklahoma University and The University of Tulsa. She is a teacher,
clinician, and published composer of harp music. She is also a recording engineer and artist, with more than 17 CDs on her
website.
Vicki Smith is an organist, pianist, and harpist and holds degrees from Oral Roberts University and Oklahoma City University.
As a church musician, she has directed instrumental ensembles, handbells, and choral groups of all ages, and has composed
and published music for handbells and for harp. She served as Director of Music Ministries at Fellowship Lutheran Church in
Tulsa 1996-2018.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS
FROM THE MAILBOX
“Thank you is not enough. But thank you.”
These words from John Wilguess, Executive Director of the Oklahoma Dental
Foundation, came to FPC just after the wrap up of the Oklahoma Mission of
Mercy (OKMOM), held this year in at the Stillwater Payne County Fairgrounds
February 7-8. OKMOM is an annual dental outreach that is sponsored by the
Oklahoma Dental Foundation, the Oklahoma Dental Association, and
supported by numerous businesses, churches, and dental professional schools.
Almost 1,000 guests receive critical dental care each day over the weekend of OKMOM. While the event was held in
our community this year, people drove from all over the state (and some from surrounding states) for the chance to
receive crowns, fillings, extractions, and, in some cases, restorative dental work at no cost.
This year, FPC volunteers, along with friends from Salem Lutheran Church and the Wesley Foundation at OSU,
helped provide 800 breakfasts and 800 lunches for patients. Other FPC members helped lead patients to various
areas throughout the day, and Pastor Leah Hrachovec offered the opening prayer for OKMOM on Saturday. Your
support helped make a $1,291,162.00 impact for to alleviate the pain, discomfort, and stigma of unhealthy teeth,
and making a difference in thousands of lives.

A WORD FROM THE EARTH CARE TEAM...
Presbyterians for Earth Care’s Lent devotional is now
available online.

This year's theme is God Provides Enough for All and was coordinated by Dr. Patricia
Tull, Professor Emerita of Old Testament at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. It can be
found at presbyearthcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020-Lenten-Study-

The Fierce Urgency of Now
For those who care about God’s creation, the present time is one of crisis, and yet it is also a time of possibility. It is a
time in which the persistent call of God is reaching out to us amid climate threats, burning forests, and poisoned
waters. Fortunately, we are gifted with a rich theological tradition from those who have faced immense dangers and
powerful forces in the past. The prophets of our faith have continually pointed to the need to act with all speed to
meet the imperatives of justice. As 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, we are confronted as much as ever
with the fierce urgency of now.
Learn more at www.creationjustice.org/urgency

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Session Organization

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them in
the work. If you have an interest in serving in a certain
area, please contact one of the elders assigned to that
ministry and volunteer. Do not be shy. As Presbyterians,
we believe that the fruit of the Spirit increases with
greater involvement and more people.
Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com

Session Summary
The Session of First Presbyterian Church met in its monthly
stated meeting on Tuesday, February 11th at 5:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Elder Jim Trapp opened the meeting with a
devotional on world poverty and an opening prayer. Leah
Hrachovec moderated and Kathy Thomas served as acting
Clerk of Session. Highlights of Session action include:
·

Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Courtney Savage
Thad Leffingwell

World Mission and
Denominational Concerns:
Bill Henley (chair)

Adult Ministry:
Ken McCarley (chair)
Judi Baker

Communications &
Connecting:
Kathy Thomas (chair)
Kay Burns

Fellowship & Family:
Becky Schlais (chair)
Erin Petrotta
UKirk (University):
Tami Krehbiel (chair)
John Mark Day
Worship and Music:
David Conway
Ashley Kirven-Bobier

·

·

·

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson

·

Personnel:
Jim Trapp (chair)
Thad Leffingwell
Ashley Kirven-Bobier

·

Endowment Liaison:
Becky Schlais
·

Monthly Income / Expense Report
$ 70,112.87

Year
to Date
$ 70,112.87

% of
Budget
10.63

$

9,150.62

$ 9,150.62

27.65

Total Income $ 79,263.49

$ 79,263.49

11.44

Expenditures $ 67,956.16

$ 67,956.16

9.47

Net

$ 11,307.33

January 2020
Giving
Other
Income

$ 11,307.33

·

·

Discussion with and receipt of recommendations by
the ad hoc Financial Review Team of 2018 FPC financial
records. The Review Team found no significant errors
or problems in the handling of church finances and
records. Session voted to carry out the Team’s
recommendations.
Approved a recommendation from the Earth Care
Team to submit forms for continuing certification as a
PCUSA Earth Care Congregation
Approved a request from Boy Scout troop 820 for 2020
fundraisers and providing the 2021 congregational
meeting lunch.
Approved a recommendation from Endowment to
continue the restriction of the Sheerar Child/Youth
Endowment resources to support children’s and youth
ministries of FPC for a period of 6 years.
Approved FPC’s participation in Links of Love
campaign, which encourages Presbyterian Giving
Catalog gifts as a way to unite in mission toward this
summer’s General Assembly in Baltimore
Approved FPC’s participation in Healthy Pastors,
Healthy Congregations program sponsored by the
PCUSA Board of Pensions, including a $2000 gift from
FPC to support this program
Received the January 31, 2020 membership report
indicating 508 members
Rejoiced in the success of community ministries
including Night to Shine outreach to families of those
with special needs and Oklahoma Mission of Mercy
(OKMOM) dental outreach, both of which were
supported by FPC and its members
Collected $19 for Saturday Brunch

The next stated meeting of Session is Tuesday, March 10th at
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.

www.stillwaterfpc.org

15

The February Ambassador
First Presbyterian Church

Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit # 143

524 S. Duncan
Stillwater, OK 74074
405-372-5580
www.stillwaterfpc.org

Address Service Requested

Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule
Worship - 8:30 and 11:00 am
Sunday School - 9:45 am

Midweek Communion
12:10 pm

Wednesdays in the Worship Center
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First Steps: A Class about Being Presbyterian
Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. / South Fellowship Hall
February 23, March 1, March 8
Those new to FPC are invited to attend this three-Sunday
series during the Sunday School hour.

Gentle Yoga at First Presbyterian: 6-Week Series
Experience the benefits yoga can have in your life and in your
body. These 1-hour classes are private, i.e. no walk-ins,
allowing you to build friendships, community and deepen your
yoga practice. Beginners and experienced yogis are welcome.

Holy Week Worship Opportunities
April 5 Palm Sunday (8:30 and 11:00 a.m.)
April 9 Maundy Thursday (7:00 p.m.)
April 12 Easter (8:30 and 11:00 a.m.)

Each series includes six classes for $75, with 10% donated back
to First Presbyterian Church. Held at 12:00 noon on Tuesdays,
the next six-week session begins Tuesday, Feb. 25 in the Youth
Suite. Contact instructor Courtney O’Malley
(303.625.3458 or
climbingcourtney@gmail.com) to register or
ask questions.
Sponsored by the Adult Ministry Committee.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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