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Director of Children and Youth
Jenna Campbell
jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org
Church Administrator
Magdalena Vinson
magdalena.vinson@stillwaterfpc.org
Finance/Office Assistant
Mary Beth Garoffolo
marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org
Director of Music/Organist
Rebecca te Velde
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org
Handbell Choir Director
Allison Johnston
allisonjplaysviolin@gmail.com
Contemporary Music Coordinator
Brandon Bowman

volume 63 • number 1

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Annual Congregational Meeting of
First Presbyterian Church, Stillwater
is called for Sunday, January 24, 2020
at 12:15 pm via Zoom*
For the purpose of:
- Receiving Annual Reports
- Approving Pastor & Associate Pastor Terms of Call
- Receiving 2021 Session Budget Report
Also:
- Annual FPC Corporation meeting
- Other business from the floor
All members of FPC are strongly encouraged to attend the Annual
Meeting. Anyone can attend; only members may vote.
Join by any phone or online. To join by phone, dial 346-248-7799, then
enter Meeting ID: 832 5384 1143. To join online, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83253841143
*As allowed by April 2020 Session approval of Guidelines for Meeting By
Electronic Means during Disaster/Pandemic.

Coordinator of Older Adult Ministry
Kelly McCarley
kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org
Childcare Coordinator
Erin Lawson
childcare@stillwaterfpc.org
UKIRK Assistant
Ethan Williams
ukirk@stillwaterfpc.org
Youth Ministry Assistants
Haley Brobston
Blake Malley
Caroline Mosier
Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org

Save the Date
Please save the date for FPC's Ash
Wednesday Service on February 17th
at 6 p.m. via Zoom and Facebook Live.
More information on celebrating Ash
Wednesday at home, including how
to create your own ashes, will be
shared in the next issue of
the Ambassador.

Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
"And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road."
-Matthew 2:12 NRSV
Another road. These days, the open road, whether a country highway or a walking path, may be one of the
safer ways to get out of the house for a while. Our family takes a drive at least once a week, sometimes over
to Pawnee to catch a glimpse of the bison herd and longhorns at the Pawnee Bill Ranch and Museum (I highly
recommend) or sometimes to Sonic for a round of Slushes on a long Saturday afternoon.
Another road. The magi deciding on another course home, avoiding the trek that would lead them back
through Jerusalem and Herod’s threatening territory would not change everything. It did not prevent Herod
from ordering the death of all baby boys in Bethlehem. It did not prevent the need for the Holy Family to flee
for their lives down to Egypt. But another road did change the magi’s course in complicity.
Another road. Just as much as Christmas, it seems like congregation and community members were looking
forward to ringing in the New Year. We were not looking forward to big parties, but simply to turning over
the calendar to 2021, bidding farewell to a year of much loss, grief, change, and uncertainty.
Going into 2021, there may be many temptations to take what looks like a known road, an easier road, back
to a destination labeled “normal.” God invites us through the biblical narrative, through the witness of magi
and countless followers of Christ after, to walk in a new way, the way of Jesus. Jesus did not choose the easy
routes, literally or spiritually. In his life, Jesus would often choose to go through enemy territory—healing,
listening, and sharing good news, even when he was met with resistance or ridicule (eg. Luke 17:11).
I invite you to consider another road as you make your way into 2021. Choose to start this year by taking a
route that may feel new, unfamiliar, even uncomfortable. You might be challenged by a presentation from
one of the incredible speakers in our January Series this month (see p.12 for more information) and read a
book they’ve written. You may brave Zoom (maybe for the first time) to join in one of our Sunday School or
short-term classes. You may double your dinner recipe and deliver food to a household afflicted with COVID
each week, as we will continue to experience the pandemic’s impact this year.
Choose another road this year. Meeting Christ again at Christmas should change us and transform our
journey from this point onward. We continue to be shaped and renewed by the Holy Spirit, as individuals
and as a congregation. May we move into 2021 with listening hearts and minds, ready to go down another
road, trusting Christ to light our way.
With hope and joy,

“To choose hope is to step firmly into the howling wind, baring one’s chest to the elements, knowing that,
in time, the storm will pass.’
- Desmond Tutu, The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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SPECIAL OFFERING GIFTS IN ACTION
One of our denomination-wide Special Offerings each year is the Peace and Global Witness Offering. Last year
Session designated that $400 of our local portion of this Special Offering go toward buying and forgiving
medical debt. Medical debt is purchased from collection companies for pennies on the dollar, so our $400
actually helped forgive $40,000 of medical debt. We worked in partnership with RIP Medical Debt, which is a
non-profit devoted to buying up and forgiving the medical debt of Americans who are being crushed by
medical expenses and related interest payments. In December, RIP Medical Debt forwarded two thank-you
notes of those that we were able to help this year!
"My name is Kyra and I received a letter from you stating you paid off my medical bill. First and
foremost,
THANK YOU. I have been through so much with my health these past few months. I'm now a post-transplant
survivor who will be 1-year post kidney and pancreas surgery. This journey has been hard and there were
times when I wanted to give up. Thank you and you guys truly have a spot in my heart."
"I just wanted to say thank you so much for eliminating my debt. I can't say thank you enough,
because no one has ever done anything like this for me. It is a blessing that your organization
has eliminated my debt. It's great to see there are good people out there restoring faith in
humanity." —Gregory
With help from a gift from the Leone List estate, an endowed fund has been created at First Presbyterian
Church to continue to relieve medical debt, one of the leading reasons for personal bankruptcy among U.S.
households. Resources from this endowment will purchase future medical debt that will be forgiven. This
ministry helps us live out the prayer Christ taught us: “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” Being
freed from significant medical debt means freedom and a new start for our neighbors.

Gregory

Kyra
www.stillwaterfpc.org

4

The Ambassador

volume 63 • number 1

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY COMMUNITY MARCH
MONDAY, JANUARY 18TH
Stillwater Community United is coordinating a relay march throughout Stillwater on Monday, January
18th, in remembrance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his dream of racial justice and unity.
The march begins at Southern Woods Park (12th & Hester) at 12:30 p.m. A small group of Stillwater Community United group members will march, carrying a banner, to the next location on the route, the
Stillwater Public
Library. The march will progress in the same manner through downtown, up Duck Street, passing First
Presbyterian Church, and over to OSU’s campus, where marchers will hand the banner off to students
outside the Spears School of Business on Hester St. at approximately 2 p.m.
The public is invited to watch or join in a portion of the march to show that they share King's message.
There is enough space along the 2-mile route for individuals and families to come with signs of support,
while maintaining safe social distances. The Stillwater Police Department will provide commemorative
face masks to be distributed to individuals along the route, while supplies last. Attendees must already be
wearing a face covering to receive one of the commemorative masks.
If you would like to join the march starting from First Presbyterian Church, please meet on January 18th at
12:30 in the parking lot. You can walk for one block or all the way to the OSU campus.

End

Start

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES
Note that our PYG times for January and February
have changed to 4:00-5:00pm!

PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sunday evenings
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship, discipleship, and
living our faith. At PYG, we play, laugh, pray, study
scripture, serve, ask big questions, and grow as faithful
disciples. Join us! Our January focus on the Matthew 25
theme is History, Race, and Theology.
All in-person events will be outside, socially-distanced, and
masks are required. Taking these measures is one way we
live out Jesus’ command to love our neighbors as we seek
to keep ourselves and our community healthy. Links for any
Zoom gatherings will be sent in the weekly email.
Notice regarding cold weather:
We will attempt to do as much programming as we can
outside, but during these cold winter months, there may be
times we move into the Fellowship Hall for our small group
Bible study time. We will do temperature checks on all as
PYG begins. If we move to the Fellowship Hall at any point,
we will spread out and wear our masks as well.

January
17
4:00 -5:00pm
18
12:30pm
24
31

4:00-5:00pm
4:00-5:00pm

February
7
No PYG
14
4:00-5:00pm
21
4:00-5:00pm
28
4:00-5:00pm

PYG, Courtyard
MLK Day March
(meet at the church)
PYG
PYG

PYG
PYG
PYG

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES FOR YOUTH
On Zoom each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Our Sunday school curriculum is intentionally designed
for 6th-12th graders to explore their faith from a variety
of perspectives through their years in Youth Sunday
School. Zoom link is sent in the weekly youth email.
Contact Jenna Campbell
(jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added to the
email list.

Children and Worship Weekly Videos Added Each Week
Find each week’s videos at www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/children-and-worship. A link to the
video will also be shared each Sunday morning through the Stillwater FPC Facebook page.
This age-appropriate worship is a wonderful time to engage in worship as a family. Each video is
10-15 minutes long and includes singing, signing, praying, scripture storytelling, wondering
questions, Bible reading, and prayer.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom (link to be emailed weekly)
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Sunday School videos for our 4-and 5-year-olds are posted each week at
www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/faith-kidnection.
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink is on Zoom! We’ll meet each week for a time to check in with each other, hear a Bible
story, and reflect on the Bible story through science, storytelling, movies, drama, and more!
The Zoom link is sent in the weekly children’s email. Contact Jenna Campbell
(jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added to the email list.
www.stillwaterfpc.org

6

The Ambassador

volume 63 • number 1

FPC FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH
Nosy Neighbors
In this isolating time of Covid-19, we’ve discovered we may know just too LITTLE
about our FPC neighbors. How much do you know about the family who sits in the
next pew (you know, in normal times)? Do you know the story of how your best
church friend came to FPC? Do you want to share your favorite Scripture with
everyone? Look no further!
Each new neighbor/s will be shared on FPC’s Instagram (@fpc_stillwater), on the
FPC Facebook page (www.facebook.com/StillwaterFPC), and in the Ambassador.
If you’re willing to join in the fun as an individual or a family, all you have to do is
answer five quick and easy questions so we can get to know you a little better!
And when we post a new Nosy Neighbor feature, make sure to virtually stop by,
say hello and fellowship with the person(s) being featured! To sign up, fill out the
form at the link below or contact Erin Petrotta at erinpetrotta@outlook.com.
Will you be our (nosy) neighbor?
https://forms.gle/S79cu9MwXiLxt83j6

Adopt a College Student
With a new academic semester beginning,
students can use our support even more as they
enter into another time of transition as classes
start. FPC’s University Ministry Committee
invites you to “adopt” a college student to
connect with in the coming weeks, months, and
(we hope!) years. When you adopt a student, we
ask that you would send them messages of
encouragement, pray for them, and act as a
general source of support for them while they
are in school. We will provide you with their
contact information and regular reminders to
reach out to them. To sign up and be assigned a
student, contact Pastor Jenny at
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or call the
church office at 372.5580 to speak with her.

The Zoom link will be sent in the weekly children’s
ministry email. Families with children age 5th
grade and under – gather your family and enjoy
some fellowship and fun together!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC IN WORSHIP
Contemporary & Digital Music Coordinator
We are excited to announce that Brandon Bowman has been hired for this position, beginning Jan. 19!
Brandon is Director of Vocal Music for grades 7-9 at Stillwater Junior High and Middle Schools, and he also
serves in the Army National Guard. Brandon and his spouse, Casady, were married at FPC thirteen years ago
(Casady is the daughter of Paula Kendrick and Greg Campbell). They have two little girls and have been attending
worship at FPC over the past year and a half.
Brandon brings not only an impressive array of musical gifts (singing, directing, keyboard, guitar, percussion),
but also technological/digital skills and experience. We joyfully anticipate Brandon’s presence on our staff and the
ways in which he will enrich and widen FPC’s music ministry. Welcome, Brandon!

Coming soon…Soli Deo Gloria Music event online!
The first SDG event of 2021 will soon be airing on YouTube! Stay tuned for details, to be announced later this
month: http://www.stillwaterfpc.org/page/home/worship/music/soli-deo-gloria-concert-series

Prizewinning Courtyard Choir:
Church Music Institute (CMI) held a national webinar recently to
encourage and highlight “Best Ideas for Music and Worship in
Unusual Times”. Our own FPC “Courtyard Choir” won first prize
in the category for “Rehearsing Choirs Safely”, and a lovely
certificate now resides in our music office! Only because of our
amazing church leadership, Second Mile Sewing Group, and
faithful singers could this idea become reality, so many thanks
and congratulations to everyone involved!! We hope that 2021
will see our Chancel Choir restored to its natural environment.

FPC YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKMnnRx849fMf4rrntx9FpQ
Click on the Courtyard Choir and A Little Monday Music playlists anytime to access any and all of our recordings.
(Courtyard Choir recordings were made in November.) New installments of A Little Monday Music are released
weekly on Monday afternoons. Depending on how and when the choir is able to safely gather, we will look for
opportunities to add to that playlist as well.

FPC Website Music pages
Visit www.stillwaterfpc.org to check out the various Music pages that have recently been refreshed and added
(click on the Worship menu). All content is current. Look for coming announcements on the Soli Deo Gloria and
Contemporary & Digital Music Coordinator pages. Also, music details for worship services are posted weekly on the
Music page.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Cindy Abbott (Schlais)
Calvin Adkisson (Vaughan)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
David Awtrey
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Mandy Blackburn
Rose Marie Bligh
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Rick Bowman (Fairbanks)
Betty Lou Branson (Frohock)
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Marilyn Choike (Bruce)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Janet Cole
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lori Fagan
David Fairbanks (Fairbanks)
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Halana (Leffingwell)
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Denise & David Houston (Beckstrom/
Houston)
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Larry Johnson (te Velde)
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Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Carol Kliesen (Rex)
Margy Knox
Craig Kohler
Pauline Kopecky
Alice Kowalewski (Harding)
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Elaine MacPhee (Belanus)
Mary Kay Mallory
Phil Massie (Beckstrom/Houston)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Denton Padgett (Fairbanks)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Daniel Powell
Tim Rains (Silver)
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Jack Reeves
Elaine Renfrow (Fairbanks)
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Gloria Sandvold
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Nikki McCollom Shelton (Houston/
McCollom)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
David and Jeffrey Silver
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Paul Sorrentino (Beckstrom)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Debbie Stout
Judi Tarlton (PW Bowling)
Upendo Kids (Shawley)

Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Ann & Eddie Watkins
Nona Wilhm (PW Bowling)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Scott Williams (Preston)
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)
Jim Wise

Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer List.
Thank you!

Larger Church:
Synod of the Rocky Mountains
Synod of South Atlantic
Synod of Southern California and Hawaii

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Lt. Tom Cooper Air Force (Good)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)
In Memoriam
Mike Schoenecke
Joined First Presbyterian Church
November 14, 2017
Entered the Church Triumphant
December 26, 2020
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.”
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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NEW CLASS OFFERING FOR SPRING!

Enneagram Journey Class Begins January 21
Two classes on the Enneagram begin on January 21 – the afternoon class meets on Thursdays from
12:30-1:45pm and the evening class meets on Thursdays from 7:00-8:15pm. The classes will be
facilitated by Sharon Bennett and Jenna Campbell.
The Enneagram is a powerful ancient tool for learning more about ourselves – why we do the
things we do (and don’t do), how we can become more aware of the workings of our personalities,
and how we can grow and seek transformation for greater balance and wholeness.
We are thrilled to have almost 60 participants in these classes! Though the registration deadline
has passed, contact Jenna Campbell (jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to see about getting a
Participant Guide and joining a class by January 21.

Christmas Joy Offering
Each year at Christmastime, we invite you to participate in the Christmas Joy
Offering, and it’s not too late to contribute! Funds from this offering go to support
past, present, and future leaders of the church. This offering provides critical
financial support and grants for current and retired Presbyterian church workers in
their time of need, as well as provides opportunities for education and leadership
development at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. And those are just two
examples. We hope you will plan to join us in supporting the leaders of the PCUSA.
Learn more by visiting pcusa.org/christmasjoy.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP
Seasoned Adults Returns
Monday, February 15th @6:45pm via Zoom
Seasoned Adults will not meet in January, but we will return via

Zoom in February! On Monday, February 15, Dr. Belinda Bruner will present a lecture and reading of poetry written by African Americans, other American minorities, and some of her
own poetry. Tune in and join us at 6:45pm for an educational
and thought-provoking get-together. Bring your after dinner
beverage and an open heart! Watch your email for the
invitation.
This program is open to the whole congregation - if you are
interested and do not usually get an email from me, please let
me know at kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org and I will send
you the link to the event.
~ Kelly

Faith on Tap Virtual Happy Hour
Thursday, February 4 (and the first Thursday of every month)
at 7:00 pm on Zoom
Save the date and join us for a virtual happy hour! We will
gather on Zoom for a time of fellowship and checking in.
To join the Zoom call, use the following meeting ID: 814 7457
8645. Links will also be shared in the First Things weekly email
newsletter and on our Facebook page. Looking forward to
seeing you there!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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WEDDING MILESTONES - A REASON TO CELEBRATE
Jim & Jackie Plaxico soon after
their marriage

Jim & Jackie Plaxico celebrated their
75th wedding anniversary on
December 29, 2020

Just two days before Christmas, Dick and
Marilyn Heath arrived at the FPC Sanctuary,
the same place where they made their
marriage vows to one another exactly 70
years ago in 1950. While a planned family
gathering couldn't happen in person this
year, the Heaths joined many family
members via Zoom from an iPad set up to
share in greetings and celebration live from
the Sanctuary. We join with their family in
congratulating the Heaths in these many
years of love and commitment to one
another. Thanks be to God!

Dick & Marilyn Heath celebrated their
70th wedding anniversary on December 23, 2020.
www.stillwaterfpc.org

12

The Ambassador

volume 63 • number 1

James Samuel Plaxico, Jr. (Jim) and Jesse Lee Edwards Plaxico (Jackie) were married on December 29, 1945. Jim was born
on October 2, 1924 the only child of James Samuel and Mary Hood Plaxico to survive childbirth. He was born on a farm
outside of Sharon, South Carolina. Jim’s father died when Jim was only seven years old. He and his mother, affectionately
known as Belle, forged their way thereafter with grit and determination. Belle placed an incredibly high value on education
making sure Jim was likewise dedicated and diligent. Notwithstanding their circumstances and financial challenges, Belle was
determined that Jim would be an excellent student and obtain a college degree. While Jim excelled academically at his tiny
public school, much doubt was expressed to him (certainly not by Belle) as to whether he was cut out for college. Not to be
deterred, Belle and Jim figured out a way to get Jim into Clemson University with Jim hitchhiking to Clemson, SC and back to
Sharon for frequent visits to help his mother with the farm work. When enrolling at Clemson, the academic advisors told him he
was being unrealistic in the level and amount of classes he was taking. He listened, enrolled as he pleased, and answered their
skepticism by setting the curve in all his classes.
Jackie was born on December 4, 1927 in Elberton, Georgia, the granite capital of the world. Jackie was the oldest child of
Emory and Azalea Edwards along with two younger brothers. Although Jackie’s father became a very successful businessman
later in life, he worked in the granite mines while Jackie was growing up. The day Jackie graduated from high school, she
started working for Western Union. Western Union sent Jackie to Clemson, South Carolina which is where the story of Jim and
Jackie begins.
Jackie was working the desk at Western Union. When she looked up, she saw a tall, skinny young man in khakis and
moccasins walking towards her desk. Jim’s taste (or lack thereof) in apparel belied his status as an aviator in the Army Air Corps.
And once they began dating and she saw Jim in uniform she was smitten. They were soon married.
Jim defied all odds by not only getting an undergraduate degree and a Masters Degree from Clemson in record time and
with stellar grades, but he went on to obtain a PhD in Agricultural Economics from the University of Minnesota, again, fast
tracked with an exemplary academic record. Jackie worked while Jim was in school to support them.
After getting his doctorate, Jim and Jackie moved to Blacksburg, Virginia where Jim was appointed professor of Agricultural
Economics at Virginia Polytechnic Institute (VPI), now Virginia Tech. Jim and Jackie’s three sons James Samuel III, Alan and David
were born while Jim and Jackie were living in Blacksburg. The family loved Virginia and VPI so imagine Jackie’s reaction when
Jim announced he thought he should accept a job at Oklahoma State University! The family moved to Stillwater, Oklahoma in
1956 and their daughter Cheryl was born there. Jim became head of the Department of Agricultural Economics and Jackie was
instrumental in just about every significant community activity in Stillwater including chairing the Payne County Cancer Society.
She was renowned for her generosity and affection toward foreign students who came to OSU. She worked hard to make them
feel that they were a valued and respected part of the OSU campus and the Stillwater community and
frequently welcomed them into her home. Both Jim and Jackie are life-long Presbyterians and severed in several leadership
roles at First Presbyterian Church in Stillwater.
Jim has many, many professional accomplishments: a year as Program Director for the Ford Foundation in Bogota,
Colombia, allowing the family to live in and take in the awesome experience of living abroad; being named by President Carter
as Executive Director of the ASCS, Oklahoma office of the United States Department of Agriculture; being inducted into the
Oklahoma Higher Education Hall of Fame; and countless other notable honors and achievements, not the least of which was
making a lasting impact on the lives of many, many students.
Jackie was also accomplished professionally. While she raised four children and never missed making home cooked meals
and being an awesome wife and mother, she decided to pursue her dream of a college degree. She made short order of getting
her degree with honors from OSU and began teaching English at Stillwater Junior High. She was a fantastic teacher beloved by
students and faculty who once named her Teacher of the Year.
While Jim and Jackie made sure they traveled to the 48 continental states with their children, once they retired, they
expanded their travels and enjoyed many ventures abroad. Most of all, they continued being life-long learners and
encouraging their family to do the same.
In 2014, Jim and Jackie decided to move into the independent living section of Epworth Villa in Oklahoma City. While it was
tough leaving their Stillwater family and friends behind, they have made many more dear friends at Epworth. They have also
shown their flexibility late in life as life-long Democrats supporting their son in law in his race as a Republican for Oklahoma
Attorney General.
Jim and Jackie have 7 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT EDUCATION
2021 January Series
Wednesday, January 6 - Tuesday, January 26 (weekdays only)
11:30 am - 12:30 pm CST on the Calvin University website (calvin.edu/January)
This year, the January Series looks a little different. Each presentation is still broadcast live via
the internet at 11:30 am CST each day during the month of January, but this year we will be
watching from the comfort of our own homes! See the calendar of remaining speakers on the
facing page and visit calvin.edu/january for more information. Registration is free, but is
required to attend this virtual series, and a recording of each presentation will be available
until midnight on the day that presentation is given.

Adult Sunday School
Both of these classes meet via Zoom and can be accessed via phone by dialing 312-626-6799 and entering the
Meeting ID: 819 5021 2242# or online via the following link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81950212242. You can also
find access information in the weekly First Things emails or on our website, www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning and
selecting Adult.
Feasting on the Word
Led by Denise Rex
Sundays, January 10 - May 23 at 10:00 am on Zoom
Following the Revised Common Lectionary, this Bible study class dives deep into Scripture, asking reflective questions
and challenging participants to think in a new way.
Book study: Decolonizing Wealth: Indigenous Wisdom to Heal Divides and Restore Balance by Edgar Villanueva
Sundays, January 10 - February 14 at 10:00 am on Zoom
From the cover: “Decolonizing Wealth” is a provocative analysis of the oppressive dynamics at play in philanthropy
and finance. Award-winning philanthropist Edgar Villanueva draws from Native traditions to prescribe the medicine
to heal our divides.
Join us as we study the colonial structures at play and discuss what it looks like to align our money with our values.
Copies of “Decolonizing Wealth” can be purchased at https://www.blissbooksandbindery.com/book/9781523097890
See below for a reading schedule for this class.
January 10: Foreword, Introduction, Chapters 1, 2, and 3
January 17: Chapters 4, 5, and 6
January 24: Step One and Step Two
January 31: Step Three and Step Four
February 7: Step Five and Step Six
February 14: Step Seven and Conclusion
If you have questions or would like to be added to the email list for this class, contact Pastor Jenny at
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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2021 Stewardship update

As of January 6, FPC has received pledges totaling 89% of our $674,000 goal to keep us moving
forward and allowing our ministries to grow in 2021. We need your help.
If you have not made a commitment, please prayerfully consider how you can share your gifts. No gift is too
small. We welcome your pledge anytime. Many of us are concerned with the possibilities of financial
challenges ahead; a pledge is not a contract and can be adjusted if your life situation changes.
We are very grateful if you have already made a pledge. We invite you to take some time to reflect on the
possibility of increasing your gift.
Pledges can be made in these ways:
· Online at our website: Stillwaterfpc.org
· FPC Tithe.ly church app
· Printed pledge card mailed to 524 S. Duncan Stillwater or emailed to marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org
Thank you for considering how you can help FPC fulfill its goals for the coming year.

Giving Tree:
A big thank you goes to everyone who participated in the Giving Tree donations this
year. Your kind hearts and giving spirit was amazing. Gift cards for $35 each were
purchased based on the number of clients and were distributed to the following agencies:
Mission of Hope (40); Wings of Hope (30) plus 10 - $20 gift cards to use as needed; Payne
County Youth Shelter (30); and Action (COCCA) Operation Christmas – Children’s
underwear (30 packages), socks (20 packages) and over 50 toys; DHS received (27) Walmart
gift cards in the amount of $20 each; and over $400 in monetary donations was also given
by church members.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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SESSION
Session Organization
The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them in
the work. If you have an interest in serving in a certain
area, please contact one of the elders assigned to that
ministry and volunteer. Do not be shy. As Presbyterians,
we believe that the fruit of the Spirit increases with
greater involvement and more people.
Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom
Karsen Riley

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Kiah Butcher
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Rusty Rex
Courtney Savage

Communications &
Connecting:
Kay Burns
Kiah Butcher
Jill Stoutzenberger

Adult Ministry:
Judi Baker
Fellowship & Family:
Jean Aresco
Erin Petrotta
UKirk (University):
John Mark Day
Worship and Music:
David Conway
Ashley Kirven-Bobier

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson
Personnel:
Thad Leffingwell (chair)
John Mark Day
Kiah Butcher
Endowment Liaison:
David Conway

World Mission and
Denominational Concerns:
Kathy Thomas

Nominating Committee:
Rusty Rex
Erin Petrotta

Monthly Income / Expense Report
December
2020
$ 72,514.23

Year
to Date
$ 649,165.14

% of
Budget
98.43

$

4,018.45

$ 125,181.44

378.19

Total Income $

76,532.68

$ 774,346.58

111.80

Expenditures $

55,237.40

$ 693,402.87

96.66

Net

21,295.28

$

Giving
Other
Income

$

Session Summary
The Session of First Presbyterian Church met in its stated
meeting on Tuesday, December 8, 2020 via Zoom. Elder
Ashley Kirven-Bobier offered an opening thought and
prayer. Highlights of Session action:
 Examined incoming church officers for ordination and/or
installation. Examinations were unanimously approved.
 Received invitation from Rev. Jenny Hardin and
Cimarron Presbytery to join in weekly Bible study of Dr.
Martin Luther King’s book Where Do We Go From Here?:
Chaos or Community.
 Approved Deacons’ request to install and begin a Little
Free Pantry ministry on the grounds of First Presbyterian
Church
 Approved appointment recommendation of Tim Hardin
to Endowment Committee member for a 6-year term
 Approved the collection of Christmas Joy Special Offering
on Sundays, December 27 and January 3
th
 Called a Session meeting for Thursday, December 17
for the purpose of approving a 2021 Session Operating
Budget
 Approved a plan for virtual Ordination and Installation
Service of Church Officers for Sunday, January 10 upon
recommendation of Worship & Music
 Received the November 30, 2020 membership report
indicating 514 members
 Approved recommendation from Personnel Committee
that Mary Beth Garoffolo and Magdalena Vinson be
granted an additional three (3) days of paid leave during
2021
 Elected Cathy Fairbanks as Treasurer and John Gelder as
Clerk of Session for 2021
 Expressed deep appreciation to Session members
finishing their term on Session this year
 Set date for Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the
Corporation for Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 12:15pm via
Zoom
The meeting adjourned with prayer by Moderator Leah
Hrachovec. The next stated Session meeting is Tuesday,
January 12, 2021 at 5:30pm via Zoom.

80,943.71
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
11:00 am Broadcast-only Worship

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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A Night in Bethlehem – a bright spot in our Advent journey!
Though different this year due to the pandemic (and not to be
deterred by snow!), A Night in Bethlehem still offered our
community an opportunity to reflect on the Christmas story
and experience the joy of the season. As a drive-thru event on
Dec. 13, participants received a to-go meal of yummy chili or
mac & cheese, the hospitality of hot chocolate and apple cider
(we served over 160 cups!), an opportunity to purchase Fair
Trade coffee and chocolate, and of course, the viewing of the
Living Nativity presented by the youth of FPC. It was an
evening of joy and light!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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