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Ferncliff Summer Camp
Youth Sunday Thanks
Organ Renovation Update
Endowment Opening
Summer Bible Study

SUMMER GIFT
See page 7 for details

FPC GARDEN DAY THANKS
See page 7 for details

Pentecost Sunday is May 23!



The June Ambassador deadline is
Thursday, May 27.
Ambassador news may be sent to:
fpchurch1889@stillwaterfpc.org



Worship at 11:00 am in Fellowship Hall or online/radio
Wear colors of fire (red, orange, yellow) to celebrate the
Holy Spirit’s movement among us!
 Communion will be celebrated.
Give to the Pentecost Special Offering during worship or
via Pentecost Sunday Drive-Thru from 12:15-1:00pm
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org
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Director of Children and Youth
Jenna Campbell
jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org
Church Administrator
Magdalena Vinson
magdalena.vinson@stillwaterfpc.org
Finance/Office Assistant
Mary Beth Garoffolo
marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org
Director of Music/Organist
Rebecca te Velde
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org
Handbell Choir Director
Allison Johnston
allisonjplaysviolin@gmail.com
Digital & Contemporary Music
Coordinator
Brandon Bowman
Coordinator of Older Adult Ministry
Kelly McCarley
kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org
Childcare Coordinator
Erin Lawson
childcare@stillwaterfpc.org
UKIRK Assistant
Ethan Williams
ukirk@stillwaterfpc.org
Youth Ministry Assistants
Haley Brobston
Blake Malley
Caroline Mosier
Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org
Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers

Singing in Worship
Since resuming in-person worship on March 21, the congregation has been
invited to join in on the three congregational sung responses (Kyrie, Gloria, and
Doxology), while only the cantor or choir have sung the hymns. Beginning on
Sunday, May 16, everyone will be invited to sing on the last verse of the closing
hymn. Approved by the Covid Task Force on April 21, this is a next step toward
what we all hope will be a gradual normalization of our corporate musicmaking.
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) updated their Covid guidelines on March
19, and on April 13 a prepublication paper was released by the Colorado State
University Aerosol Emissions Study (now undergoing peer review). In response,
the National Association of Teachers of Singing offered a live online update.
While cautioning that best practices will vary by region and community, NATS
advocates a careful and incremental approach to the reintroduction of singing
in worship that corresponds to both a downward trend in the rate of Covid
infections and an upward trend in the number of vaccinations. Short amounts
of singing with worshippers masked and spaced six feet apart is considered
safe. Ventilation is important, so we are keeping doors open.
"Make a joyful *burst of+ noise to the Lord!" (Ps. 100:1, alt. 2021)
***
 CSU release: "Measurements and Simulations of Aerosol Released while Singing and

Playing Wind Instruments" https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/articles/hq37vp75r

Sabbatical News from Organist/Director of Music, Rebecca te Velde
I want to sincerely thank our church leadership and congregation for the gift of a
sabbatical leave this summer, May 6 through Aug. 9! Originally scheduled for last year, it
had to be postponed due to the pandemic. As the title of a favorite Bach chorale says,
“God’s Time Is the Best Time”: this year my wonderful colleague David Hughes is able to
serve as our substitute organist (“anchorman”) all summer. David earned his master’s
degree in organ with Gerald Frank at OSU and served many years as organist and choir
director at First Christian Church in Stillwater. Marilyn King will play for services that are
held in Fellowship Hall, and our Choral Scholars and Contemporary & Digital Music
Coordinator Brandon Bowman will continue to serve as cantors/soloists. I am so very
grateful to these wonderful musicians for their gifts, professionalism, and commitment to
our music ministry. What a blessing to us all!
With the precious gift of time, I plan to catch up on neglected work, tame at least some of
the chaos of my home office, finish half-baked composition projects, tackle fresh ones
including a new commission, put together an online mini-workshop (“PipeTalk”) with my
U.K. co-editor for AGO OrganFest 2021, practice for a fall recital to celebrate our organ’s
65th anniversary year (see page 8), read, make some home improvements, and travel a
bit. Although Australia won’t yet allow us to go and meet our little Sasha, we will get to
enjoy time with Charlie and family on the east coast. At the end of the summer, I hope to
come back with renewed energy, and to spend less of it searching for stuff. From the
bottom of my heart, THANK YOU!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
-John 3:8

One night not too long ago, the Oklahoma wind launched our backyard patio umbrella from its stand, sending the
umbrella up over the house, and down into the street in front of our house. We found it the next morning when
we made our way out to the driveway to leave for work, feeling a bit embarrassed as we hauled the heavy thing
back up the street, up our driveway, and back through the gate. I couldn’t believe the wind had carried it so far,
and toppled over the umbrella stand, which we had weighed down with two 15-lb barbells (I know, very backyard
chic) because of said wind.
I do think of Jesus’ words about the Spirit of God being like the wild wind when I stand outside in awe of the
power and unpredictability of Oklahoma winds, especially in the springtime. It’s an image for God’s work in our
midst and in our lives that should cause us to feel slightly unsettled—and I believe that was Jesus’ intention—for
there is no way that the Spirit’s movement and power will leave us as we were before.
We are looking toward celebration of Pentecost, that day when God’s Spirit descended on a gathered crowd in
Jerusalem, enabling them to understand one another’s different languages. In our Pentecost celebration on May
23, we can remember that, unlike the winds of the Oklahoma plains, the Spirit’s presence is with us for our good,
helping us understand one another, see each other as God’s own beloved, and trust that God’s Spirit continues to
be with us, even if the future looks and feels very different than what we expected or imagined.
The church this summer and fall may continue to feel different than before—with continued physical changes to
care for the health of others, worship in hybrid format, and with different ways of doing fellowship—but God is
still powerfully present and moving in our midst. We want the Spirit to “stir us from placidness”1 so that we
don’t spend too much time longing for a rosier past. Rather, we can continue to reach out with Christ’s love,
adapting to our current circumstances and ready for the movement of God’s Spirit.
I am seeing the Spirit empower our youth as they led us in powerful worship on Youth Sunday, April 25. I am
witnessing the Spirit move through the hopeful conversations our church and community are having together in
addressing homelessness and mental health. I feel the Spirit move as I see you upbuilding one another in faith
through Christian formation, learning and service opportunities online and in person. It is a privilege to feel,
listen for, and respond to God’s Spirit alongside you. Please share with me where you see the Spirit’s movement
in our midst! Leah.hrachovec@stillwaterfpc.org
In Christ,

1

From the hymn “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” in Glory to God, 291.

"Thy life's a miracle. Speak yet again."
-King Lear by William Shakespeare, 1606

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Children and Worship Videos
Short, wonder-filled worship videos posted each week at www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/children
-and-worship
New Children & Worship videos will run through Pentecost (May 23)

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. on Zoom through Sunday, May 9
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Short and engaging Sunday School videos for our 4-and 5-year-olds are posted each week at
www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/faith-kidnection.
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink is on Zoom!
The Zoom link is sent in the weekly children’s email. Contact Jenna Campbell
(jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added to the email list.

Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center—Camp Opportunities for Children and Youth
It’s time for summer camp!
Summer camp is a time of fun, friendships, and growing in faith…and Ferncliff offers all of this and more! Located
just outside beautiful Little Rock, Arkansas, Ferncliff is a Presbyterian camp and conference center with all of the
best parts of summer camp available for those entering 3rd-12th grades. They’ve put excellent COVID protocols in
place to ensure a safe and healthy environment this summer.
While we will not have an official “Stillwater FPC” week at camp this summer, we invite your family to find the
week that works best for you!
**Use this code when you register for camp to receive a $50 scholarship from our church: fpcstillwater
Learn more and register at www.ferncliff.org

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth Sunday Thanks!
Many thanks to our FPC youth for leading an inspiring worship
service on the theme of “Journey to Justice” on April 25th.

SUNDAY MORNING
CLASSES FOR YOUTH
On Zoom each Sunday at 9:45 am through

Sunday, May 9
Zoom link is sent in the weekly youth email.
Contact Jenna Campbell
(jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be
added to the email list.

Thank You, Blake!
Congratulations to our Youth Ministry Assistant, Blake Malley, for graduating from OSU with a degree in
Construction Management. He will be moving soon to Wisconsin to start a new job with Boldt Construction.
Blake has served our youth in several capacities over the last four years—first as camp counselor at Dwight
Mission to several of our FPC youth, then as a volunteer youth sponsor, and finally this year as our Youth
Ministry Assistant. In all ways, Blake has modeled and shared Christ’s love with our youth. We love you,
Blake, and are grateful for the impact you’ve made on our lives here at FPC! Best wishes to you!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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DEACONS’ CORNER
Our Daily Bread is currently in need of several food items
Canned tuna, beef or chicken
Tuna in pouches
Canned soups/stews with chicken/beef
16 oz boxes of cereal (not corn flakes-they have plenty of those)
Please take your donations to Our Daily Bread, 701 E 12th Ave, Monday - Thursday from
9am to 1pm. Or you can call 405-533-2555 to arrange another drop-off time. Thank you!

Suicide Prevention Training Through
Payne County Youth Service
Thursday, May 13 at 2:30 pm via Zoom
Suicide Prevention is important in every context. Join us for this free training, provided by Payne County Youth
Services. Learn how to ask questions, persuade a person to get help, and refer them to professionals. To
register, please contact Pastor Jenny Hardin in the church office at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or
405-372-5580.

Pentecost Offering
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of
the church. The Holy Spirit remains with us still, connecting us with the church of the past,
continuing to inspire the church of today, and pointing us to the church of the future.
Each year, this celebration is marked by receiving the Pentecost Offering which nurtures
the faith of those who are the church to come - children, youth, and young adults. Since
the Pentecost Offering started in 1998, Presbyterians have raised more than $15 million
for ministries that benefit younger members of God’s family. We believe we are called to
do even more - to support and care for young people as they build a strong foundation of
faith. 40% of what is collected through the Pentecost Offering stays in our community to
initiate and support programs for young people in Stillwater.

Liberating the Mind-Body-Spirit from White Supremacy
This year, I have been participating in an e-course taught by Dr. Christena Cleveland called “Liberating the
Mind-Body-Spirit from White Supremacy.” Over the course of six classes, we learned the different stages
for mind-body-spirit liberation, where we are on our journeys within these stages and how to continue
growing and healing, how fear holds us back, and how to collaborate in a healthy way with people within
and outside of our race. I am working on summarizing my notes and will be excited to share with you some
of the details of what I’ve learned this summer. - Pastor Jenny
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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RENEW & REGROW
Summer GiFT
Sundays, June 13, 20, 27
4:00-5:30pm @ Couch Park
Register by June 6th at www.stillwaterfpc.org/gift
Summer GiFT is back! We are confident we can hold a safe event as we will
remain outdoors at Couch Park and socially distance. And the outdoors will be
the perfect location for our Summer GiFT theme of RENEW as we consider God’s
call to care for God’s good creation.
Summer GiFT is for ALL generations. All ages will gather for fellowship, learning,
and exploring God’s great outdoors together. We’ve got a lot of fun planned as
we reflect on the parable of the sower and the seed. We’ll explore how our faith
moves us to care for creation and learn lots of creative ways we can reduce,
reuse, and recycle.
Please register by June 6th so we can plan appropriately for materials!

FPC Garden Work Day Thanks!
A big thank you to all who came out to help at the
Garden Work Day on Saturday, April 17! We had a
great group of folks who jumped into weeding,
mulching, trimming, and planting with enthusiasm.
If you haven’t been by the church building since
the work day, make plans to swing by to see the
fruits of our work day labor. Stay tuned for future
work days later this summer!

Stillwater Trash-Off
On Saturday, April 10, Pastor Jenny, Mabrie Baldwin,
and Blake Malley represented First Presbyterian
Church in the Stillwater Trash-Off. The Stillwater
Trash-Off is an annual event where individuals and
organizations are invited to collect trash and
compete for the most trash collected. Our team
collected three bags of trash from around Boomer
Lake and hope you will join them next time!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC AT FPC
Choir
For the first time since Mar. 8, 2020 the Chancel Choir was able to sing in worship––on Easter morning! Alleluia!!
Before adjourning for the summer, we recorded several things with the help of David Conrad, videographer. A little
later this month you can see them via a link on the Choir page at stillwaterfpc.org.
Choir will resume rehearsals in late August (date TBA).
The choir family sadly bids farewell to these three members:
Ben Southard, bass, will begin doctoral work this fall at the College of Pharmacy Division of Molecular Pharmaceutics
and Drug Delivery at the University of Texas at Austin. He was awarded a fellowship for the first year and a research
assistantship for the next three years. He and Avery Rich, alto, will move to Austin this summer. Avery leaves her job
as Assistant Band Director for Stillwater Public Schools and hopes to find a teaching position in Austin.
Lexi Ferguson, Choral Scholar, graduates from OSU this month and begins work as the music teacher at Sequoyah
Elementary School in Shawnee this fall.
Congratulations and godspeed to these dear, gifted friends who have given us so much joy!
From Choral Scholar Amanda Barber
“Before coming to First Pres Stillwater, I had never heard of hymns or picked up a hymnal. I had been going to
nondenominational church services since I was a young child. The first service I sang at here at First Pres., I didn’t
even know when to stand and sit. But through the wonderful people in the choir and the church, four years later I
can say I know pretty much every hymn and most of them I hold very close to my heart. Singing at this church has not
only brought me closer in my faith with the Lord, but it has also been a place where I can truly be myself. I am so
grateful to Becky and the Chancel Choir for taking me under their wing my freshman year and showing me what real
love and true faith looks like.”

Organ 65th Anniversary and Renovation
This summer, some significant repair and renovation work will be done on our organ as approved by Session in February. The Reuter Pipe Organ Company of Lawrence, Kansas, who built our instrument in 1955, will install new keyboards and refurbish the pedalboard, renovate the Swell division, repair leaks in wind chests, and custom-build a
brand new rank of Trumpet pipes to replace a rank that has reached the end of its lifespan.
This project could not have been undertaken without the generous gifts of many people:
 $15,000 given over the last decade to our dedicated music accounts for the long-term health of our organ and
music ministry
 $3,000 allocated by Session from the McCullers Art/Beauty Resource
 $20,000 grant from the Faye Allene Rife Brown Foundation
Brown Foundation Board Member Kristine Waits states: “The organ is a staple of First Presbyterian Church of
Stillwater so it is with great pleasure that we write to let you know that the Allene Brown Foundation has decided to
help fund the needed improvements to the organ with a donation of $20,000.” And: “The Foundation is also grateful
that you have found ways to share the instrument with our community and other like-minded musicians.”
We are deeply grateful to the Brown Foundation, and to all who have given and continue to give to our Chancel
Organ Dedicated account. Because of them, our organ can receive timely care that it needs to continue working well
and making music to the glory of God long into the future. Thanks be to God!!
Onsite work will likely take place in July, and there will be a couple of opportunities for volunteers to help the Reuter
crew carry pipes! Stay tuned for more information in June.
Soli Deo Gloria!!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Lavon Alexander
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
David Awtrey
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Sarah Bartlett (Hardin)
Betty Bays
The Berry Family (Berry)
Mandy Blackburn
Rose Marie Bligh
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Betty Lou Branson (Frohock)
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Janet Cole
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Conrado and Miriam (Hardin)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lori Fagan
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Halana (Leffingwell)
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Bob Harding
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Nikki Hoffman
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Larry Johnson (te Velde)

volume 63 • number 4

Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Margy Knox
Pauline Kopecky
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Phil Massie (Beckstrom/Houston)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Don McCall
Stephanie McMillan
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
The Moore Family (Campbell)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Susan Nance
Michelle Nickolson
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Tim Rains (Silver)
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Jack Reeves
Sara Roberts
Cooper Russell (Savage)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Christine Stone
Debbie Stout
Lindsey Sutton
Phyllis Taylor
Upendo Kids (Shawley)
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)

Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Scott Williams (Preston)
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)
Jim Wise
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer List.
Thank you!

Larger Church:
Africa

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)
In Memoriam
Iris McPherson
Joined First Presbyterian Church
January 27, 1977
Entered the Church Triumphant
April 4, 2021
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.”

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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C ONGRATULATIONS TO OUR H IGH S CHOOL G RADUATES !
Bennett Baldwin
Bennett has attended FPC for 10 years. His favorite memories at FPC are the
confirmation retreat and playing dodgeball during the lock-ins. Bennett will always
remember about FPC: “How loving and down to earth everyone is. We can ask
hard questions as well. It just felt like a family to me.” Bennett plays basketball and
golf for SHS and loves the outdoors and traveling. He’s a member of the Beta Club
and National Honor Society. Bennett received a scholarship to and will play golf at
the University of Central Oklahoma. He plans on living a wonderfully happy life.

Madelynn Hutcherson
Maddie has attended FPC for the last three years. Her favorite memories at FPC
are the lock-ins and the friendships she’s built. When asked about what she’ll
always remember about her experiences here, she said she “will always
remember feeling included and important.” Maddie is on the SHS cross country
team and participated in the spring musical. She enjoys photography. Her
future plans are to move out and study at Oklahoma State University.

Jake Little
Jake has attended FPC for his entire life. Some of his favorite memories at FPC
are his time at the preschool and water days on the playground. When asked
what he will always remember about his time at FPC, he said that he will
always remember the kind people. Jake is the pitcher for the Stillwater High
School baseball team. He plans to attend college next year.

Elijah Parsons
Eli has attended FPC for his entire life. Some of his favorite FPC memories include
Vacation Bible School, PYG gatherings, and waking up and going to the early
worship service and getting breakfast afterward. He will always remember the
loving and caring community of FPC. Eli is on the SHS track/cross country team.
He plans to attend Oklahoma State University and study environmental science.

Audrey White
Audrey has attended FPC for 14 years. Her favorite memories at FPC are
the trip to Heifer Ranch with the youth group and going to Dwight Mission.
She will always remember the friends and memories made at Dwight and
Triennium. Before COVID, Audrey enjoyed her time on the Color Guard for
SHS. Her future plans include studying psychology at the University of North
Texas.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Confirmation Class To Be Welcomed into Membership
Five confirmands from the 2020-21 Confirmation Class have chosen to make their profession
of faith in Jesus Christ and join First Presbyterian Church. They will be meeting with the Session on Tuesday, May 11, at 5:30 p.m. to share their statements of faith and their desire to
unite in membership of the Body of Christ through our congregation.
We joyfully welcome the following new members:
Vivyanne Bobo
Nate Ingram
Luke Hutcherson
Kate Kulling
Jack Riley
Our newest members will be recognized in worship on Sunday, May 16th, at 11 a.m. Please
join us as we share in the joy of this day and their lives.
This was, of course, a unique and challenging year holding Confirmation Class via Zoom on
Sunday mornings, and being able to meet in person only twice. But these confirmands
persevered, were very patient as their leaders learned to use new technology, asked good
questions along the way and witnessed to us of their faith in Jesus Christ. It was our privilege
to journey with these young Christians. Thanks be to God!
Casey Campbell, Carolyn Caldwell and Rusty Rex
Confirmation Leaders

OSU & Higher Ed Graduates
Congratulations to our 2021 graduates!
Amanda Barber
Sarah Bartlett
Loren Emerson
Lexi Ferguson
Blake Hilligoss
Blake Malley
Paula Meriwether (DVM)
Anthonia Tako (MA)
Casey Campbell (MS)
Brian Petrotta (PhD)
We are grateful for your presence and participation in our community of faith during
your time in Stillwater, and wish you the best of luck and our congratulations as you take
the next steps in your life and faith journeys. God bless you!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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SESSION
Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them
in the work. If you have an interest in serving in a
certain area, please contact one of the elders assigned
to that ministry to learn more or to volunteer.
Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom
Karsen Riley

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Kiah Butcher
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Rusty Rex
Courtney Savage

Communications &
Connecting:
Kiah Butcher (chair)
Kay Burns
Jill Stoutzenberger

Adult Ministry:
Judi Baker
Fellowship & Family:
Jean Aresco
Erin Petrotta
UKirk (University):
John Mark Day
Worship and Music:
David Conway (co-chair)
Ashley Kirven-Bobier (cochair)

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson
Personnel:
Thad Leffingwell (chair)
John Mark Day
Kiah Butcher
Endowment Liaison:
David Conway

Nominating Committee:
Rusty Rex
World Mission and
Denominational Concerns: Erin Petrotta
Kathy Thomas

The Session of First Presbyterian Church in Stillwater, OK met in its
stated meeting on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 by electronic means
(Zoom). The meeting began with an opening thought and prayer
offered by Elder Nancy Beckstrom. Highlights of Session action:
 Received Matt Jeffery into membership by affirmation of faith
 Ratified small group Session action on Sunday, March 28, 2021
that received into membership Tommie and Terry Berry
(reaffirmation of faith), Shannon Brooks (reaffirmation of faith),
and Katy Maxwell (letter of transfer)
 Approved a request from PW and PYG for the collection of
donations for CWS Blanket Sunday on April 25, 2021
 Approved a request from Stillwater History Museum at the
Sheerar Center to include a photograph and information about
the FPC-Wings of Hope butterfly in a new museum exhibit
 Discussed What is Intergenerational Ministry? with Jenna
Campbell and Intergenerational Ministry Team member
Magdalena Vinson
 Celebrated the good news that FPC’s Paycheck Protection Plan
loan from the U.S. Government Small Business Association was
forgiven in full
 Received the March 31, 2021 membership report indicating 517
members
 Elected Elders Cathy Fairbanks and Kathy Thomas as our Elder
Commissioners to the May 11, 2021 Cimarron Presbytery
(meeting via Zoom)
The meeting was adjourned with prayer led by Pastor Leah
Hrachovec. The next stated meeting Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at
5:30pm. This meeting will begin in person in the courtyard of FPC so
that Session may meet with Confirmands who request to be
received into membership. The stated meeting will continue in
hybrid format (in person and via Zoom).

1st Quarter Giving Statements
First Quarter 2021 Giving Statements were recently sent to church
members by email (if we have your current email address) or by mail.

Monthly Income / Expense Report
March 2021
Giving
Other
Income

$

53,123.68

$

1,984.18

Year
to Date
$ 201,217.26
$

29,635.00

Total Income $

55,107.86 $ 213,619.58

Expenditures $

68,124.19 $

186,471.19

Net

(13,016.33) $

27,148.39

$

If you did not receive your statement, please contact Mary Beth
Garoffolo, Office and Finance Assistant, at 405-372-5580
% of
Budget or marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org and she will send it to you.
31.51
If you received a paper statement and would like to change to
41.85
receiving it by email OR if you want to change from email to receiving
a paper statement in the mail, please let her know that as well.
31.97
Thanks so much to everyone for your generous and constant financial
25.79
support of FPC. We truly could not do it without you!!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS
Summer Bible Study: Good Questions, Good Book
Thursdays, June 3 - July 22
11:30 am in person at First Presbyterian Church
7:00 pm on Zoom
Do you have questions about the Bible? Studies show that there is a
continued increase in Bible sales in the U.S. because people have
questions about the Bible and about God. Maybe there is something
you've been wondering about, too. This summer, we will gather each
week to ask, reflect, wonder, and answer together any and all questions
that come up about the Bible. In preparation, we invite you to submit the
questions YOU have about the Bible or what's in the Bible. Contact Pastor
Jenny to register for the class or to submit any questions for discussion:
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or (405) 372-5580.

Opening on Endowment Committee
An opening on the Endowment Committee has occurred and the committee would like to hear from you if you are
interested in joining this committee and serving a 6 year term that would end on December 31, 2027. The only
qualifications are church membership and a willingness to attend quarterly meetings. The Endowment Committee oversees
the church’s Endowment Fund which is currently managed by the New Covenant Trust Company, which is part of the
Presbyterian Foundation. The committee also hosts informational meetings on financial issues from time to time.
Please contact one of the following members who are currently serving to indicate your interest.
 Tim Hardin: cthphd@gmail.com
 Donna Koeppe: dkoeppe@osugiving.com
 Lynn Osborn: losborn@houston-osborn.com or Lynnosborn11@icloud.com
 Tim Riley: pokesfan22@gmail.com
 Arletta Webster (chair): webster7767@sbcglobal.net
 David Conway (Session liaison): dconway1953@gmail.com
 Leah Hrachovec, Pastor: leah.hrachovec@stillwaterfpc.org

Seasoned Adults
It was wonderful to see so many of you in April at our first in-person Seasoned Adults
meeting since the pandemic began. I think we all enjoyed the program that Magdalena
Vinson presented on the Australian Rainforest.
May’s Seasoned Adults program will be on May 17 at 6:30 pm. We will start with a brief fellowship time, followed by Pastor Jenny Hardin presenting a program on Call to Justice: Association for a More Just Society and Brave Christians in Honduras. This program reflects on
her trip to Honduras to visit Association for a More Just Society in January 2020. She will discuss questions such as: What comes to mind when you hear the word "justice"? What does
justice look like? What does it mean to do justice? Join us to ponder these questions and to
learn about how ASJ is doing justice in Honduras.
Due to COVID-19 protocols, there will not be a meal or drinks provided. Participants will be required to wear masks
and socially distance (couples may sit together). Please RSVP by May 14th, either by calling the church office at
405-372-5580 or by email (kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org).
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule
9:45 am Zoom Sunday School
11:00 am Hybrid Worship Service

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom

The Ambassador
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One Great Hour of Sharing:
Generosity Abounds!
Fish banks jingled with coins all
throughout Lent as children
and youth added coins to their
One Great Hour of Sharing fish banks. From their
generosity, the fish banks collected brought in $323.51
(all but $10 was in coins!). This money will join the rest
of our congregation’s One Great Hour of Sharing giving
($3406.81 total) and will benefit the Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and
Self-Development of People.

www.stillwaterfpc.org

14

