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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Nosy Neighbors
Have you ever had one of those
neighbors who knew just a little
too much about you? Well, in this
isolating time of Covid-19, we’ve
discovered we may know just too
LITTLE about our FPC neighbors. Is
it the family that always sits a pew
down from you (you know, in
normal times), but the most you know about them is how they like to pass
the peace? Or this could be your opportunity to learn more about another
member you’ve known for most of your life.
We’ll unveil a new neighbor or neighbors through the FPC Instagram page,
@fpc_stillwater and share them right here in the Ambassador. If you’re
willing to join in the fun as an individual or a family, all you have to do is
answer five quick and easy questions so we can get to know you a little
better! And when we post a new Nosy Neighbor feature on Instagram, make
sure to stop by, say hello and fellowship with the person(s) being featured!
Will you be our (nosy) neighbor? To participate, please contact Erin Petrotta
at erinpetrotta@outlook.com.

Fall Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Saturday, October 24 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at the
Convenience Collection Center (807 S. Perkins Road)
During this event, residents are encouraged to drop off household
pollutants free of charge, including oil-based paints, pesticides,
herbicides, household cleaning products, pool chemicals, craft and
hobby supplies, mixed fuels and fertilizer. The event is not accepting
unwanted pharmaceuticals this year, due to COVID-19 related
concerns. For more information, please visit the city of Stillwater’s
website: http://stillwater.org/news/view/id/93

Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org
Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers

Faith on Tap
Virtual Happy Hour
Thursday, November 5 at 7:00pm on Zoom
Save the date and join us for a virtual
happy hour! We will gather on Zoom for a
time of fellowship and checking in. To join the Zoom call, use the
following meeting ID: 814 7457 8645. Links will also be shared in the First
Things weekly email newsletter and on our Facebook page. Looking
forward to seeing you there!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
Jesus told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’
-Matthew 13:33
Getting the mail each day is a special treat in our household, even more so since we are spending so much time at
home during this pandemic. Like most of us, though, we get unexpected medical bills in the mail far too often.
Usually it’s not a big amount, but I am reminded each time we receive that unwelcome surprise that many
households in the U.S. are struggling with medical debt that has gotten far too big to tackle without help from
family, the community, or in dire situations, declaring bankruptcy.
This month, through the Peace & Global Witness Special Offering on World Communion Sunday, you took a
significant bite out of medical debt for our neighbors. As part of our Matthew 25 commitment to eradicating
systemic poverty, Session has directed a portion of our Special Offering collections to relieve medical debt for
struggling families and individuals. With the help of an organization called RIP Medical Debt 1, we turned $400 into
$40,000 worth of medical debt relief. This investment is truly Kingdom work! Your money became like yeast
that leavened a big bowl of flour, producing something good and life giving: relief from medical debt.
RIP Medical Debt was founded in 2014 by two former debt collections executives, Craig Antico and Jerry Ashton.
Over the course of decades in the debt-buying industry, Craig and Jerry met with thousands of Americans
burdened with unpaid and un-payable medical debt and realized they were uniquely qualified to help these
people in need. They used their expertise and compassion to create a unique way to forgive medical debt: they
would use donations to buy large bundles of medical debt and then forgive that debt with no tax consequences to
donors or recipients. From this idea came RIP Medical Debt, a New York based 501(C)(3). The results have been
incredible— $2,689,616,823 in medical debts eradicated so far, providing financial relief for over 1,819,000
individuals and families in the U.S. An increasing number of churches are supporting these efforts, seeing that
even a small donation has a big impact.
From Special Offerings like this one to your pledge to our Annual Operating Budget, your generosity has a
ripple effect, allowing us to build on the individual efforts of one another to bring good news to a hurting
world.
On Commitment Sunday, October 25, we will celebrate together the fullness of a generous life. Please read
details for this celebration on p.10 of this Ambassador. What a joy to see what God’s love is doing and how we
can be the leavening in others’ lives!
In Christ,

1

For more information, go to www.ripmedicaldebt.org

“I prayed for twenty years but received no answer until I prayed with my legs.”
- Frederick Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS - ADVENT PREVIEW
Advent-in-a-Box Devotionals
We have an exciting devotional for families with children
and youth for this Advent Season. Assembled by Ferncliff
Camp and Conference Center, these boxes are full of
scripture, prayers, conversation prompts, and activities
to engage the Advent season. Those who ordered boxes
can pick them up on Sunday, November 29th from 12:151:00 pm during the Drive-Thru Sunday. Adult Ministry
has also ordered the adult Advent-in-a-Box for our
members in assisted living here in Stillwater.

Giving Tree
The COVID virus has kept us away from family, friends, and school and is also
having us rethink how we can continue our Giving Tree benevolence. After
talking to our five agencies, it has been determined that taking giving cards from
our church tree, buying and wrapping gifts, and making deliveries to the
agencies will not work this year. Our agencies are thrilled that we are supplying
each of their clients with $35 gift cards and small goody bags. They know their
clients will love shopping for themselves. We will also supply unwrapped toys
and socks/underwear for infants through age 6 for Action agency families. Look
for a Sign-Up Genius being sent out before the end of October to participate.
Thank you in advance for your giving spirit.

Advent Music




Our Traditional Service of Lessons & Carols will be held on Sunday, December 6, at
both the 9:00 am in-person and 11:00 am virtual services. Both services will feature
soloists, instrumentalists, and the Bell Choir.
The Carol Sing will be held via Zoom on Sunday, December 20, from 6:30 - 7:15 pm
featuring crowd favorites Marilyn King on piano and Jim Showalter as emcee, and will
include Lucy Newlin as our songleader. Join us as we make some holiday music live
from Fellowship Hall! Join in wherever you are!

SAVE THE DATE!
Night in Bethlehem – Sunday, December 13
5:30-6:30 pm
To-go meal, hot chocolate and cider, and the Living Nativity
(viewable from the car or socially distanced on the SE lawn of FPC).
More information to come!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Children and Worship Weekly Videos Added Each Week
Find each week’s videos at www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/children-and-worship. A
link to the video will also be shared each Sunday morning through the Stillwater
FPC Facebook page.
This age-appropriate worship is a wonderful worship time to engage in as a family.
Each video is 10-15 minutes long and includes singing, signing, praying, scripture
storytelling, wondering questions, Bible reading, and prayer.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom (link to be emailed weekly)
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Sunday School videos for our 4-and 5-year-olds are posted each week at
www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/faith-kidnection.
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink is on Zoom! We’ll meet each week at 10:00 a.m. for a time to check in with each
other, hear a Bible story, and reflect on the Bible story through science, storytelling, movies,
drama, and more! Zoom link is sent in the weekly children’s email. Contact Jenna Campbell
(jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added to the email list.

Child Protection Policy Training – Moving Online!
All volunteers who will be working with children and youth at FPC must
participate in a Child Protection Training every three years. This year, training
will occur online using a series of modules with videos, action guides, and
quizzes. Jenna Campbell will be emailing out the access information as well as
the necessary forms. The training is good for three years.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY (6TH-12TH GRADERS)
SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES FOR YOUTH
October
25
5:00 - 6:00 pm
November
1
5:00 - 6:00 pm
8
5:00 - 6:00 pm
15
22
29

5:00 - 6:00 pm
5:00 - 6:00 pm
No PYG

PYG @ FPC Courtyard
PYG @ FPC Courtyard
PYG Family Trivia Night
via Zoom
PYG @ FPC Courtyard
PYG @ FPC Courtyard
Happy Thanksgiving!

PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sunday evenings
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship, discipleship,
and living our faith. At PYG, we play, laugh, pray,
study scripture, serve, ask big questions, and grow as
faithful disciples. Join us!
Note: fall PYG events will be a mixture of Zoom
gatherings and in-person gatherings. All in-person
events will be outside, socially-distanced, and masks
are required. Taking these measures is one way we
live out Jesus’ command to love our neighbors as we
seek to keep ourselves and our community healthy.
Links for the Zoom gathering will be sent in the
weekly email.

On Zoom each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Our Sunday school curriculum is intentionally designed for
6th-12th graders to explore their faith from a variety of perspectives through their years in Youth Sunday School.
Zoom link is sent in the weekly youth email. Contact Jenna
Campbell (jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org) to be added
to the email list.
We welcome Caroline Mosier as a co-teacher in the Senior
High Sunday school class! Caroline is a freshman at OSU
and grew up at First Presbyterian Church in Claremore,
OK. Welcome to the teaching team, Caroline!

PYG Theme for 2020-2021: Matthew 25
Through a study of Matthew 25, we will consider
how we see Christ in others. Informed and inspired with a firm foundation in scripture, we’ll
reflect on issues of structural racism and systemic
poverty to see how our faith and God’s call for
justice informs our response. The focus will be on
scripture, as well as on learning together about
the issues and possible responses as people of
faith. We will model how to have conversations
even when we might not agree and we’ll model
that our faith speaks to what’s happening in the
world around us. Our curriculum is written by
Youth Mission Co.
The focus for the rest of the fall is on: Symptoms
and Systems.
 Making connections between the symptoms
of community issues (like poverty,
homelessness, and food insecurity) and the
systemic problems that lie beneath them
 Explore what the Bible says about the root
cause of social injustices
 Explore how our church can either be a
temporary support or part of a long-term
solution.
 Explore the history of redlining

www.stillwaterfpc.org

6

The Ambassador

volume 62
62 •• number
number 88
volume

YOUTH MINISTRY (6TH-12TH GRADERS)
New Mentoring Program for Youth Begins!
Starting from an amazing idea from our older youth, we’re beginning a
mentoring program for 6th-12th graders at FPC. Younger youth are being
matched with an older youth for support and encouragement and building relationships. Younger youth will benefit from having a buddy who’s
been through the middle school/junior high years before, and older
youth will enjoy this leadership opportunity as they help support and
encourage younger youth. If your youth would like to be a Faith Friend,
please contact Jenna Campbell, Director of Children and Youth Ministry.

PYG FUN!
In addition to their in-depth studies on the Matthew 25
theme, our 6th-12th graders are finding ways to have fun
and fellowship in a safe way during this pandemic. They’ve
enjoyed an outdoor movie night (watching the movie
Hidden Figures) and a game night where we discovered
that although we can’t play Dodgeball, we can play Dodge
Noodle!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC IN WORSHIP
The Courtyard Choir met for the first time on Weds. evening, Oct. 14, with 11 voices joined in song for the
first time since the last pre-pandemic Chancel Choir rehearsal on Mar. 11. The weather cooperated perfectly (warm
and balmy) and the singing was spirited! Our hope is to be able to share some choral offerings online in the coming
weeks.
We are indebted to our wonderful Second Mile Sewers, who have made (and continue to make) special singers’
masks for each choir member and worship leader.
Barb Henderson, Rosetta Silver, Rita Breuniger, M.J. Seals,
Bonnie Mullen, Guyla Houston, Elaine Ayers, Iris McPherson
Mike Flowers, SMS assistant, Elaine Ames, Nettie Vick
Thanks, also, to the Worship and Music committee and the Covid-19 Task Force for helpful advice with planning our
courtyard gathering. It takes a village!

Thank you!!!
Cantors / Soloists
We are grateful for our Choral Scholars who continue to offer vocal solos for both of our worship services and to
serve as cantors for our remote hymn singing at the 11 am services. If you worship with us via Facebook Live, you
may leave them a word of thanks in the comments.
Amanda Barber – soprano, senior vocal music education major from Ft. Worth, TX
Lexi Ferguson – soprano, senior vocal music education major from McKinney, TX
Megan Flores – soprano, sophomore vocal music industry major from Houston, TX
Sam Markmiller – tenor, sophomore mathematics major from Edmond, OK
Jack Moffatt – bass, sophomore music industry major from Edmond, OK
Coming Soon: “Music Monday” Organ Offering – a few minutes of music from the FPC Reuter pipe organ,
available to enjoy anytime on the FPC YouTube channel, FPC Facebook page, and FPC website Music page

Hand Bells gathering again for Lessons and Carols! Bell rehearsal Dec. 5, details TBA (masked and
physically distanced); anyone 5th grade and up are welcome to participate. If you are interested, contact Allison
Johnston, Bell Director at Allisonjplaysviolin@gmail.com.

Piano Technician Larry Johnson is retiring after ~45 years of maintainig all the upright pianos in our church,
beginning in the early- to mid-70’s. Larry is 84 and suffering from Parkinson’s, so he is unable to continue his piano
service. He, with his wife Charlotte, have been devoted caretakers for our pianos, frequently making time to come
on very short notice when a major change in temperature or humidity has sent a piano’s tuning off the rails. We
have been blessed by his willing spirit and skills. In a further act of generosity, Larry has given his tools to Matt
Smith, the new piano technician for OSU. On behalf of all of us at FPC Stillwater, we extend our sincere gratitude to
Larry and wish him and Charlotte every blessing in retirement. Well done, thou good and faithful servant!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Cindy Abbott (Schlais)
Calvin Adkisson (Vaughan)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
David Awtrey
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Mandy Blackburn
Dawn Blair (Burgoon)
Rose Marie Bligh
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Lin Brown (Seals)
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Marilyn Choike (Bruce)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lori Fagan
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Larry Johnson (te Velde)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Margy Knox
Pauline Kopecky
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Alice Kowalewski (Harding)
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Wendy Long (Burgoon)
Mary Kay Mallory
Phil Massie
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Denton Padgett (Fairbanks)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Daniel Powell
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Jack Reeves
Elaine Renfrow (Fairbanks)
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Gloria Sandvold
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver (Silver)
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Paul Sorrentino (Beckstrom)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Debbie Stout
Judi Tarlton (PW Bowling)
Upendo Kids (Shawley)
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Ann & Eddie Watkins
Nona Wilhm (PW Bowling)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Scott Williams (Preston)
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)

Jim Wise
Elizabeth Woodford (Leffingwell)
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer
List. Thank you!

Larger Church:
Synod of the Northeast
Europe
Central Asia

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Lt. Tom Cooper Air Force (Good)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)

Sorrow
The Savage Family in the death of
Don Savage

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP
The October meeting of PW/Circle was held in person on Wednesday, October 14, in Fellowship
Hall. Leah led the Bible study, Lesson Two, Lamenting Together, from the 2020-2021 PW/
Horizons Bible Study: Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament. Following the
meeting the women were treated to a box lunch from McAlisters which they took with them.
The November meeting will be held Wednesday, November 11, at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
The Bible study will be Lesson Three, Women’s Lament. Those attending will need to wear masks
and will be seated at tables that will be arranged for physically distancing.
The women wish to thank Pastor Leah and custodian Mike Flowers for making special
PW NEWS arrangements for the in-person meeting.
If you have any questions about PW/Circle please contact Mary McKinley, moderator, 377-4367.
All women and guests are welcome.!

On Sunday, October 25, you are invited to a special Drive-IN Commitment Sunday worship! At 11:00am, park
your car in the main parking lot of FPC and tune in via radio KSPI 94.3 or livestream from your
car stillwaterfpc.org/listenlive or facebook.com/StillwaterFPC.
Please stay in your vehicle; an usher will greet you with a paper bulletin if you wish to use one. Bring your
financial and time and Time & Talent pledges, and during the offering time you will be invited to get out of
your car and offer your pledges or a card signifying your online pledge, which will be included in your bulletin.
3rd graders will also be receiving their new Bibles in worship on Commitment Sunday, so you can cheer them
on from your car as we celebrate this milestone in faith!
Singing together will be part of this service. If you sing with your windows down, please wear your mask. We
look forward to celebrating together our commitment to Christ's mission through First Presbyterian Church.
www.stillwaterfpc.org

10

The Ambassador

volume 62 • number 8

CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Session has called a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 8 at 12:15pm for the purpose of
electing church officers to the Session, Board of Deacons, and Board of Trustees and electing 5 at-large
members to the 2021 Nominating Committee. This called meeting will be held electronically, per guidelines adopted by the Session in 2020 for meetings by electronic means.
All members are requested to be part of this meeting so that we may reach a quorum. You can join over
the phone or online.
On November 8 at 12:15pm attend the meeting in one of these ways:
Join by phone by dialing 312-626-6799, then enter Meeting ID 838 5439 0945
or join the meeting online at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83854390945
The link will also be included in the First Things e-newsletter.
Note: if this is your first Zoom meeting, you may need to download Zoom software on your computer or
device. This can take a few minutes. Please call the church office Monday-Friday, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm if
you need help.

Congregational Meeting - Sunday, November 8
At 12:15 pm via Zoom
The following persons have agreed to be nominated for these areas.
Please plan to attend - we need your vote!

Elder:

Deacon:

Jean Aresco
Kiah Butcher
Cathy Fairbanks
Charlie Johnson
Rusty Rex
Jill Stoutzenberger

Josh Butcher
Autumn Cagle
MJ Seals
Danny Vaughan
Janet Waugh
Stan Waugh

Karsen Riley
(one year term)

Josie Leffingwell
(one year term)

Trustee:

Virginia Charter

Billy McCollom

2021 Nominating Committee: (5 to be elected)
Jenny Bobo
Elizabeth Bruce
Dustin Charter
Steve Fairbanks
Ann Houston

Kelly Nipp
Suzii Parsons
Nedra Segall
Arletta Webster
Tom Williams

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FALL CLASS OFFERINGS FOR ADULTS
All adult Sunday School classes will be meeting via Zoom, unless otherwise noted. Access to the
Zoom meeting is available on the church website under Learning > Adult > Short Term Classes.
Lectionary Bible Study
Sundays, August 23 - November 22
Led by Denise Rex
Based on the lectionary Scripture readings for each Sunday, this Bible study class will take a deep look at the
assigned texts, discuss such topics as the historical context and how the text applies to our lives today. This class will
be held via Zoom, and access details will be in each week’s First Things email.

Animate: Bible
Sundays, October 11 - November 22
Led by Rev. Leah Hrachovec
Join Pastor Leah in this series that will have us digging deeper into the Bible and how it came to be. Topics covered
will include canon, history, testaments, gospels, genre, interpretation, and grace. Each class will include a short
video, personal reflection, and discussion as a group. Participants have the option of keeping a journal.

Deacons’ Update

Solar Under the Sun invites you to participate in a virtual
seminar. Sign up at solarunderthesun.org for the October
27th webinar about Solar 2. Topics being discussed will
include: how to perform a site survey, how to conduct an
electrical needs assessment, how to design a system that
fulfills the needs of the assessment, the components of
the system, and where you can purchase the components.
Two earlier webinars, Stepping Into the Sun and Solar 1,
can be found at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCwcth9OGBTOPoTtDicUAFlw . Stepping Into the Sun is
an overview of Solar Under the Sun. The Solar 1 webinar
discusses how to form and nuture teams, evaluate
potential locations, negotiate covenant agreements, serve
as the team leader, and nurture and sustain long-term
relationships with partners. If you would like more
information about Solar Under the Sun, please call Steve
Fairbanks at 405.624.1342 or 918.688.6705.

Compassionate Meals
This month we will be supplying each Stillwater
Public School with snacks and a note for their
teachers and staff. We want them to know that we
are thinking of them and appreciate their hard
work and dedication to the children of Stillwater.
Mission of Hope
Our Life Skills classes have been put on hold since
March since Mission of Hope is basically on lock
down. This month we are buying and delivering
supplies that they need for their everyday
operations. They will also be receiving donations
through our Giving Tree benevolence.
Pioneer Pantry
During the September Sunday drive-through event,
$520 in cash was collected for Pioneer Pantry which
was turned into Walmart gift cards. Additional gift
cards and supplies were donated at the church.

www.stillwaterfpc.org

12

The Ambassador

volume 62 • number 8

Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them in
the work. If you have an interest in serving in a certain
area, please contact one of the elders assigned to that
ministry and volunteer. Do not be shy. As Presbyterians,
we believe that the fruit of the Spirit increases with
greater involvement and more people.
Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Courtney Savage
Thad Leffingwell

World Mission and
Denominational Concerns:
Bill Henley (chair)

Adult Ministry:
Ken McCarley (chair)
Judi Baker

Communications &
Connecting:
Kathy Thomas (chair)
Kay Burns

Fellowship & Family:
Becky Schlais (chair)
Erin Petrotta
UKirk (University):
Tami Krehbiel (chair)
John Mark Day
Worship and Music:
David Conway
Ashley Kirven-Bobier

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson
Personnel:
Jim Trapp (chair)
Thad Leffingwell
Ashley Kirven-Bobier
Endowment Liaison:
Becky Schlais

Monthly Income / Expense Report
September
2020
$ 38,994.17

Year
to Date
$ 473,912.81

% of
Budget
71.86

$

1,422.94

$ 117,007.46

353.50

Total Income $

40,417.11

$ 590,920.27

85.32

Expenditures $

65,903.81

$ 532,009.87

74.16

Giving
Other
Income

Net

$ (25,486.70)

$

The Session of First Presbyterian Church met in its stated
meeting on Tuesday, October 13, 2020. Elder Casey
Campbell opened the meeting with devotional and prayer. A
quorum was present. Highlights of Session action:
 Joyfully received Mark Howard, Christie Millis, and
William Millis into church membership
 Ratified an electronic vote on October 6 to approve
Personnel Committee’s recommendation to extend
Temporary Disability, Long-Term Disability and Term Life
Insurance coverage to non-clergy full-time employees in
2021 through Board of Pensions of the PCUSA
 Approved an alternate plan from the Deacons to modify
Giving Tree donations to be gift cards for most partner
agency clients
 Received report from Treasurer Cathy Fairbanks about
giving trends in 2020. Giving in September was down 5%
from September 2019
 Discussed Parish Paper “How to Foster Deep Listening
Amid Political Difference”
 Approved adjustment in youth ministry assistant roles
per recommendation of Youth Ministry Committee
 Received the September 30, 2020 membership report
indicating 511 members
 Called a congregational meeting to be held Sunday,
November 8, 2020 at 12:15pm via Zoom for the purpose
of electing church officers to Session, Board of Deacons,
and Board of Trustees, and electing 5 at-large members
to the 2021 Nominating Committee. The Session
expressed deep thanks to the 2020 Nominating
Committee: Casey Campbell, Shelly Anaya, Andrea
Arquitt, Gary Holland, Rusty Rex, Kay Stewart, Barbara
Stoecker, Tom Williams
 Extended, per Personnel Committee recommendation,
unused paid leave for Jenna Campbell from 2018 to 2021
and extended paid leave to Rebecca te Velde from 2020
to 2021
 Heard highlights of October 13, 2020 Cimarron
Presbytery meeting from Ruling Elder Commissioners
Cathy Fairbanks and Kathy Thomas
Session adjourned with prayer led by Moderator Leah
Hrachovec. The next stated Session meeting is Tuesday,
November 10, 2020 via Zoom.

58,910.40
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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THE FULLNESS OF A GENEROUS LIFE: 2021 Pledge Campaign
Stewardship Commitment Sunday is October 25
If you have not yet made a commitment for 2021, we invite you to prayerfully consider and reflect on the ministry
you make possible through your financial pledge to First Presbyterian Church
for the upcoming year. Your commitment helps our Session forecast the
action and impact that we will have in the community. Please return your
pledges of time, talent, and finances by Sunday, October 25 by mail, online
or at Drive-IN Sunday. (see article about Drive-IN Commitment Sunday on
page 10)
We know that this year has been very difficult for all due to Covid-19 and
other crises. Many of us have been severely impacted – even devastated-and we invite you to lean on this congregation for healing.
For those who are in a position of relative strength, we invite you to consider
how great a blessing your generous financial pledge will be. Join us as we lift
one another and the community in this time of crisis.
A Generous Life is one marked by joyfully sharing the bounties given to us by
God.

Pledge in any of these ways:





Online on our website
FPC Tithe.ly church app
Search for tithe.ly in your device's App Store, choose app
with blue icon, then search for First Presbyterian Church- Stillwater,
OK within app.
Printed pledge card.
Mail to First Presbyterian Church, 524 S Duncan St., Stillwater, OK or
email to marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org

Financial pledges aren't the only way we can share in A Generous Life. Giving
of our time and talents in service to the church and the broader community
are also ways in which we can give. Please complete and return a time and talent sheet also.
If you have any questions or need help submitting your pledge, please call Financial Assistant Mary Beth Garoffolo in
the church office at 405-372-5580.

Thank you to all who have already made a commitment to support FPC in 2021.

Your generosity is greatly

appreciated and will help FPC fulfill ministry plans for the coming year.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS - MEET SOME NEW NEIGHBORS!
My wife Cindy and I moved to Stillwater in March of
this year because I had the opportunity to work at Wings
of Hope Family Crisis Services. We have two grown
children and two granddaughters. We have six rescue
animals living at home. Two dogs and four cats.
I like to do projects around the house in my spare time
and Cindy cares for my Mother three afternoons a week
and is enjoying early retirement the rest of the time.

Mark & Cindy Howard

Cindy and I were members of the Hospitality Team at
our previous church in Arkansas and I was ordained a
Ruling Elder at First Presbyterian Church in Talladega,
Alabama. I was President of the Presbyterian Home for
Children in Alabama at that time.
Oklahoma is home for both of us and we have enjoyed
being closer to both our families. Thank you for the
tremendous welcome we have received. We look forward
to being part of the First Presbyterian family of faith.

Kiah & Joshua, Isabelle & Sofia Butcher
Kiah, Josh, and their two precious children Isabelle
and Sofia have been members of FPC for just over a
year. Kiah is in marketing and business and serves on
the Stewardship and Finance Committee and the
Preschool Advisory Board, while Josh is a scientist and teacher at OSU and serves on the Fellowship and
Family committee.
Josh originally hails from Marietta, Georgia and Kiah from Owensboro, Kentucky. They met in Lexington,
Kentucky and together have had adventures in West Virginia, Virginia, Georgia and now Oklahoma.
They found FPC because their children loved the preschool and then they fell in love with the people at
the church as well! They have a 65 pound lab dog (a Samoyed). Her name is Lady Pudgington and she goes
by Pudge, but they don't know why. She (Pudge) loves to talk so she can probably tell you if you ask.
Isabelle's favorite animal is a T-Rex and Sofia's is a unicorn.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Fall Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am In-Person Worship
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
11:00 am Broadcast-only Worship

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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Seasoned Adults - September Picnic Dinner!
Peace be with you! We had a wonderful turnout at our September Seasoned Adult picnic at the OSU Botanic
Gardens. It was really nice to see each other in person after so many months apart – even though we had to socially
distance and wear masks. It was a bit too chilly to meet in October so we canceled the event, We may have to get
creative to meet in November, due to colder weather and fewer daylight hours. If you have any ideas of things to do
where we can socially distance, please email me at kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org. Keep an eye out for an email
for more information.
~Kelly McCarley, Older Adult Coordinator

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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