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A FUTURE WITH HOPE: 2022 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope.
~ Jeremiah 29:11

We (Anne & Ken Belanus) joined First Presbyterian on March 10, 2020. We
had been wandering in the wilderness, without a church home for over 20
years. We were so excited to finally have a church we could call home.
And then, less than a week later, COVID shut everything down. Our sons and
daughters-in-law lost incomes. My mother was isolated in a nursing home.
Was this a future with hope? It certainly didn’t look like it!

FPC CAMPOUT
See page 14 for details

But God had other ideas. He used the various ministries of this church to give
us the hope we so desperately needed.
The first place we found hope was on the Stewardship and Finance
Committee. We met other members, got educated on church finances and
learned to use Zoom. :)
The next place we found hope was through Facebook Live worship services.
We connected to Pastors Leah and Jenny, Becky te Velde, our great cantors
and liturgists, the audio/visual team, and each of you.

The Advent Ambassador deadline is
Wednesday, November 17.
Ambassador news may be sent to:
fpchurch1889@stillwaterfpc.org

Continued on page 4
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First Presbyterian Church Staff

Welcoming New Neighbors - Afghan Families

Pastor
Leah R. Hrachovec
leah.hrachovec@stillwaterfpc.org
Associate Pastor
Jenny Hardin
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org
Parish Associate
Verne Arens
arensv@gmail.com
Director of Children and Youth
Jenna Campbell
jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org
Church Administrator
Magdalena Vinson
magdalena.vinson@stillwaterfpc.org
Finance/Office Assistant
Mary Beth Garoffolo
marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org
Director of Music/Organist
Rebecca te Velde
rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org
Digital & Contemporary Music
Coordinator
Brandon Bowman
Coordinator of Older Adult Ministry
Kelly McCarley
kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org
Childcare Coordinator
Erin Lawson
childcare@stillwaterfpc.org
UKIRK Assistant
Youth Ministry Assistants
Elijah Ankrom
Haley Brobston
Children’s Ministry Assistant
Carleigh Epperson
Preschool Director
Dana Brown
dana@prespreschool.org
Building Supervisor
Vickie Foust
Custodian
Mike Flowers

In the coming weeks and months, Stillwater will be welcoming 40 Afghan
families (around 150 individuals) to our community. Catholic Charities, the
only state-contracted agency to resettle refugees in Oklahoma, is
coordinating the effort to welcome our new neighbors to Stillwater. It is
expected that the first families in Stillwater will arrive in early November,
and plans are underway to secure housing and to meet other foreseeable
needs. Some of you have already asked how you can help. Catholic
Charities is forming fourteen committees that will work to meet the
different areas of need. These committees include:








Housing
Furnishings
Housewares
Groceries
Transportation
Medical/Dental/Vision
Education - Adult









Education - Children
Legal
Translators
Family Assistance x 40
Personnel/ Domestic Needs
Jobs
Cars

To volunteer to serve on a committee, email Larry Hoberock at
larry.hoberock@okstate.edu. For information about items that can be
donated, or to make a financial contribution to welcoming our new
neighbors, visit https://www.cceok.org/refugees. Any donations made
with “Stillwater” in the memo field will be used solely for Stillwater. To be
added to an email list for regular updates, contact Associate Pastor Jenny
Hardin at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or 405-372-5580.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the
lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. . . .
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will
comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
-Jeremiah 31:8,13

It’s the morning after our fall FPC Block Party, and what a delight to see so many of you there! I give thanks for you, and
also university students who came by, the friends you brought along, and our sisters and brothers from Esperanza de Vida
who joined in, who are part of the congregation (mostly from Guatemala) who praise God each Friday evening in our
Sanctuary. It was a beautiful time of meeting new and old friends, playing games, and dancing to great music from Code
Shirley (thanks Mike, Ritch, and friends!)
Over the month of October, we are thinking and praying together about how Christian life includes cycles of exile and
return. We give thanks for the tools that God has given us to connect even while more apart than we would like to be. We
are together in Spirit even when we aren’t together in body.
And yet: there’s one more step in the dance of Christian life, a third movement: being sent back out into the world for
the sake of our neighbors and creation as a whole. It’s being commissioned, sent for the sake of God’s love and justice,
God’s future of hope.
First Presbyterian Church is a community of return, a place of homecoming. And it’s also a community of sending, a place
that commissions us as agents of God’s love and grace, so that all may experience a sense of homecoming into God’s new
world of compassion, dignity, and joy.
Sunday, October 31 is Commitment Sunday. Hopefully you’ve seen this year’s Giving Prayer by Cathy Fairbanks in your
Pledge Packets that arrived recently. Hopefully your prayers are helping to clarify how, with the Spirit’s wisdom, you can
contribute to the ongoing returning and sending that makes First Presbyterian Church who we are today, and who we’ll be
tomorrow.
Christianity was made for this: building bridges of homecoming and commissioning, sending and return, welcoming the
stranger and being sent forth to visit the sick and imprisoned. First Presbyterian Church is made for it, too, as is each one
of us, a child of God in the image of God. To be clear, though: we are made to do this together, offering up all our skills,
our hopes, our ideas, our money, and our hearts to answer God’s call.
Please locate your Pledge Packet (if you misplaced it, just let us know and we’ll email you another!), and plan on joining us
on Sunday, online or in person. With a past so full of grace, our future, thanks be to God, is likewise full of hope.
Thank you for your generosity and being part of the dance at FPC!
In Christ,

"Gratitude follows grace as thunder follows lightning."
-Karl Barth (1886-1968) Swiss Calvinist theologian
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Future with Hope – 2022 Pledge Campaign
Continued from the front page

In the summer, we found hope through a Zoom Bible study of Romans. It gave us the
opportunity to get to know more people and gave us the strength to keep going.
In the fall, we found hope in giving to others through the Saturday brunch, donating
food left from our son’s outdoor wedding. Our pounds of leftover chicken went into pot
pies. Our leftover brisket was the basis of a great meal we provided.
Then in the dark days of January 2021, God provided hope through an Enneagram study
via Zoom led by Jenna Campbell and Sharon Bennett. I met the leaders of the Stephen
Ministry there and now I’m getting trained for that ministry.
A couple of months into the Enneagram study, my mother died. Once again, God
provided this church to minister to me and my family. We had her memorial service
here in April with Leah, Becky and Jack Moffatt ministering to us.
At the beginning of the pandemic, things were not hopeful but this church, through your financial support, met our
needs in spite of COVID. Your faithfulness gave our hearts the love and hope we had needed for years. Thank you so
much for being here for us.

We ask you to help continue to build A Future With Hope at FPC by giving generously.
There are three ways to pledge for 2022:

Using the printed pledge card in your packet

Giving online at http://www.stillwaterfpc.org/pledgenow

Using the FPC tithle.ly church app
Please turn in your financial pledge by Commitment Sunday, October 31, as together we celebrate God’s gift of
A Future With Hope.
Anne and Ken Belanus
Stewardship and Finance Committee

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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DISCOVERY TOOL

Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation – Sunday, November 7
5:00-6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Our youth group and our anti-racism group are getting together to
participate in a racial wealth gap simulation and you’re invited! All those
grade 6 to adults are invited (whether you participate in the anti-racism
group or not).
The Simulation is an interactive tool that helps people understand the
connections between racial equity, hunger, poverty, and wealth. The
purpose of this learning simulation is to help participants understand the
role of racial inequity in policies and their implementation. Participants will
learn how federal policies created structural inequalities in many areas (e.g., property ownership and education) and
how these policies increase hunger and poverty in communities of color. The simulation guides participants to an
understanding of why racial equity is so important to ending hunger and poverty in the United States. The Racial Wealth
Gap Learning Simulation is a joint effort between Bread for the World and NETWORK.
Masks will be required for all participants and we will spread out in the Fellowship Hall, seating four people to a table
and childcare will be provided.
Please register by Wednesday, November 3 at www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning.
www.stillwaterfpc.org

5

The Ambassador

volume 63 • number 8

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH MINISTRY
Children and Worship
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are invited to come to Children and Worship each Sunday in the
Westminster Room following the Time with Children at the 11:00 am worship service.
This age-appropriate worship time includes singing and signing, praying and scripture story-telling. As
we respond to God’s love, we also have a time for children to offer their coins or talents.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Every Sunday from 9:45-10:45am – begins and ends in the Worship Center!
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Play, sing, grow in faith, and learn to share God’s love with others. This class meets in room 122 in the
preschool wing and begins and ends in the Worship Center.
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink continues their study of Matthew 25 in October and November with an in-depth look at “I was a
stranger, I was sick, I was poor (naked), and I was imprisoned.”
Exploring My Bible Class, Oct. 10, 9:45-10:45 in the Fellowship Hall
For 3rd-4th graders and their parents/grandparents
Please have 3rd and 4th graders bring their Bibles for this special class to discover all
the tools their Bible has to help them study God’s word.

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES FOR YOUTH
9:45-10:45am in the Youth Suite for 6th-12th graders
Our Sunday school curriculum is intentionally designed for youth to explore their faith from a variety of perspectives
through their years in Youth Sunday School.
PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sundays, 5:00-6:30 pm in the FPC Courtyard
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship, discipleship, and living our faith. At PYG, we
play, laugh, pray, study scripture, serve, ask big questions, and grow as faithful
disciples. Our theme this year is Seeing Jesus: a study of Matthew 25
Upcoming PYG Calendar
October
10
5:00-6:30
PYG (FPC Courtyard)
I WAS A STRANGER -Welcoming Afghan families to Stillwater
17
5:00-6:30
PYG (FPC Courtyard)
I WAS THIRSTY - Water Justice with Thomas LaVanchy
22-23 FPC Campout (Lake McMurtry)
24
No PYG
31
No PYG (Happy Halloween!)

November
7
5:00-6:30
PYG (Fellowship Hall)
Racial Wealth Gap Simulation
12
TBA
Friday Night Live
14
No PYG
21
5:00-6:30
PYG - Conversation on
advocacy & faith with Rep. Trish Ranson
28
No PYG
Happy Thanksgiving!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PAY-IT-FORWARD CHALLENGE
Pay It Forward Challenge Kicks Off in a Big Way!

Kids can change the world and this fall, we’ve
invited our FPC children and youth to do just that!
On Sunday, September 12 we kicked off our Pay It
Forward Challenge during an exciting Pay It Forward
Kick Off event. A total of 31 1st-12th graders received
envelopes with $150 in cash with the instructions to
make an impact in our community or the world. In
addition to receiving their envelopes under the
balloon arch, the participants were inspired by
recent Stillwater High School graduate Claire Grace
who shared her story of how she saw a need and
started the Show Compassion Foundation.
More about the Pay It Forward Challenge:
Pay It Forward is an opportunity to empower FPC
children and youth to make a difference in our
community and the world as they experience the
joy of generosity. This challenge is made possible
through the generous gift of longtime FPC
member Leone List. With the $150 given for this
challenge, participants are encouraged to:
 Learn about the needs in Stillwater and the world
 Listen for God's call to give
 Multiply their gift by inviting others to join them
(congregation members – ask a child or youth at
church how you can support them in their Pay It
Forward challenge!)
 Give generously
 Share their story

You’re invited to the Pay It Forward Celebration
Sunday, November 14 during worship
Mark your calendars and plan to join us in worship in-person
or on Facebook Live for a powerful worship service where
stories of generosity and impact from the Pay It Forward
challenge will be shared by our FPC children and youth. Hear
how the Spirit moved in powerful ways through these gifts!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Prayer Concerns
Lavon Alexander
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
David Awtrey
Baker
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Zella Beers
Mandy Blackburn
Rose Marie Bligh
Betty Lou Branson (Frohock)
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Conrado and Miriam (Hardin)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Sara Davies
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Eva Elassi
Lori Fagan
Cathy & Steve Fairbanks
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Halana (Leffingwell)
George Hannon family (Garoffolo)
Marlene Hanson
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Nikki Hoffman
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
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Larry Johnson (te Velde)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Margy Knox
Pauline Kopecky
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Tracie Lively
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Don McCall
Stephanie McMillan
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
The Moore Family (Campbell)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Susan Nance
Michelle Nickolson
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Our Service Men & Women (Kraemer)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Daniel Powell
Paul Quarles
Tim Rains
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Sydney Reding
Jack Reeves
Sara Roberts
Cooper Russell (Savage)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Jamie Stephens
Marla & Roger Stephens
Christine Stone
Debbie Stout
Phyllis Taylor
Reed Taylor

Upendo Kids (Shawley)
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)
Erin Windhausen
Jim Wise
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer List.
Thank you!

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler/Broyles)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)

In Memoriam
Janet Henderson Cole
Joined First Presbyterian Church
August 27, 1989
Entered the Church Triumphant
September 27, 2021
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.”

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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LOOKING AHEAD TO ADVENT
Mark Your Calendars Now!
Last year, Advent found us worshipping virtually, only gathering together outside
and adapting our Advent traditions for the health and safety of all. This year will be
a blend of the new and old, so mark your calendars now for these Advent events
and worship services.
Sunday, November 28th: First Sunday in Advent
Two services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am
Advent devotionals for all ages will be available beginning this Sunday
Sunday, December 5th: Second Sunday in Advent
Join us at 8:30 am or 11:00 am for our Service of Lessons & Carols
Advent GiFT - our Intergenerational Advent Celebration in Fellowship Hall at 9:45 am
Sunday, December 12th: Third Sunday in Advent
One service at 11:00 am
Night in Bethlehem from 5:30 - 6:30 pm. This year the meal will again be a to-go, and there
will be carol singing during part of the Living Nativity
Sunday, December 19th: Fourth Sunday in Advent
One service at 11:00 am
Children & Youth rehearse for Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24th: Christmas Eve
Join us for worship at 4:00 pm* or 11:00 pm
*Note the new time for the early service!

GIVING TREE
We will celebrate Advent soon which means we will each have
the opportunity to shop for the Giving Tree soon. Like last year,
requests will be for $35 gift cards that our agencies will give as
Christmas gifts to their clients. Our tree will be in the Narthex,
decorated with gift request cards, in mid-November so that
those of you who would like to choose a card or cards from the
tree and shop as we did in pre-Covid years will be able to do so.
Those of you who would rather not go to the building will be
able to sign up online to indicate you will shop for the Giving Tree. Starting in November,
information about how to do both kinds of shopping will appear on our website and in the First
Things weekly email.
As Advent approaches, let us prepare our hearts and minds to be compassionate with and
generous to those who need that from us and, in doing so, to send God’s Love and Grace into
the world.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT EDUCATION
Adult Sunday School
9:45 am on Sunday mornings
Feasting on the Word will be joining The Universal Christ class.
First Steps: An Introduction to the Presbyterian Church
Sundays, October 3-17
led by Pastor Leah & the Communications & Connecting Committee
Meets in Fellowship Hall
New to the Christian faith or being Presbyterian? New to FPC Stillwater? Join in First Steps this
October, a three-part series that covers what Presbyterians believe, the mission of FPC
Stillwater, and more. This class will include a full building tour!
The Universal Christ
Sundays, October 3 - November 28
led by Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin and The Adult Ministry Committee
Meets in the Multipurpose Room
The Universal Christ, a book by Fr. Richard Rohr, explores the inherent sacredness of the world and
every one and thing in it. We will use this book as a guide to our own exploration as we reflect on and
practice what it means to live “in Christ.”

Delivered Out of Empire
Thursdays, October 7 - December 16 (there is still time to join!)
at 12:00 pm via Zoom; led by Pastor Leah and Associate Pastor Jenny
The book of Exodus brims with dramatic stories familiar to most of us: the burning bush,
Moses’ ringing proclamation to Pharaoh to “Let my people go,” the parting of the Red Sea.
These signs of God’s liberating agency have sustained oppressed people seeking
deliverance over the ages. But Exodus is also a complex book. How does a contemporary
reader make sense of it all? And what does Exodus have to say about our own systems of
domination and economic excess?
Join us for this study using Walter Brueggemann’s new guide, Delivered Out of Empire. We
will continue with our study of the second half of Exodus in 2022. To register for this class,
contact Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org.

Faith on Tap meets Thursdays
November 4 and December 2
Join us for this monthly fellowship gathering where
we discuss topics that are pertinent to our faith.
This fall, our conversations will be guided by what it
means to be the church.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Seasoned Adults - October & November
At our October 18th Seasoned
Adults meeting, we will
welcome Jacqui Savage who
will teach us about Growing
and Cooking with Herbs. Jacqui
has over 45 years of
experience growing and using
herbs in a variety of ways. You
may have met her at the Stillwater Farmers Market,
where she sells both herb plants and herb
products. Herbs are her passion and have been ever
since her childhood when her mother grew herbs in
her kitchen garden. Jacqui says “Wherever my
husband took me, my herbs always came along”.
Looking ahead to our November
15th meeting, we will be
welcoming Miriam Young who
will be presenting a photo
journey of her 2019 textile tours
of Hungary and
Morocco. Miriam will also bring
some of the many woven and
felted items that she purchased on the trip to see and
touch, because touch is such an important sense in
experiencing fiber. In Hungary, her tour focused on
the history and art of felting and included several
classes from Hungarian felt makers. In Morocco her
tour focused on woven objects. The tour visited 3
villages, and participants were able to meet the
artisans, talk with them through an interpreter, eat
with them, and watch them at work on rugs.
Make sure you save the dates for these great
programs! Reservations for the meal portion of the
October program are needed by October 15th, and for
the November program by November 12th. You can
make reservations by emailing Kelly McCarley
at kelly.mccarley@stillwaterfpc.org, or by calling the
church office at 405-372-5580.

Couple Check-up Small Group!
Every Second Sunday at 4:00 pm on the
Southeast Porch.
Using resources from Prepare/Enrich, we
will be covering topics such as
communication, conflict, relationship roles,
and spirituality.
Child care will be provided.
Next meeting will be November 14th.

PW NEWS
In September Andrea Arquitt was honored as
an Honorary Life Member of Presbyterian
Women in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
Presbyterian Women recognized Andrea for her commitment
to Christ and the mission of the church and thanked her for her
faithful service. Honorary Life Memberships are rooted in a
tradition that began in 1912. Andrea is now a part of a select
group who has been so honored over several generations. A
contribution made in Andrea’s honor will support the training
of women for future leadership in the church. Along with a
certificate of recognition, Andrea received the Honorary Life
Membership pin which was designed and adopted in
celebration of the coming together of Presbyterian Women
from the former United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.). Please be sure to congratulate
Andrea on this very deserving honor.
PW Circle will meet Wednesday, October 13, at 10:00 am in
Fellowship Hall. Masks will be required and the women will be
seated socially distanced. Leah will lead the Bible Study, What
My Grandmothers Taught me: Learning from the Women in
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus, Lesson Two: Tamar. The
November meeting will be Wednesday, November 10, at
10:00 am in Fellowship Hall.
All women and guests are welcome! If you have any questions
about PW/Circle please contact Mary McKinley, moderator, at
377-4367.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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SESSION
Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them
in the work. If you have an interest in serving in a
certain area, please contact one of the elders assigned
to that ministry to learn more or to volunteer.

The Session met in its stated meeting on Tuesday, September 14,
2021 at 5:30pm by electronic means (via Zoom). A quorum was
present. Elder Judi Baker gave an opening devotional and prayer.
Highlights of Session action:
 Ratified the action of authorized small group of elders that met
with Jeff and Kyla Bassett on August 21, received Kyla Bassett
into membership by letter of transfer and approved baptism of
son Maverick for Sunday, September 5
 Trained with Elder Larry Caldwell and Director of Children and
Youth Ministries Jenna Campbell on the administration and use
of Discovery Tool survey and Volunteer Accelerator
 Approved a pay rate increase for FPC nursery workers from
$8.16/hour to $10/hour, effective starting in September 2021
 Approved Payne County Youth Services’ suicide prevention
programs as recipient of local portion (25%) of PCUSA Peace &
Global Witness Special Offering, upon recommendation of the
Youth Group, who had been asked by World Mission &
Denominational Concerns to recommend a recipient
 Received the August 31, 2021 membership report indicating 523
members
 Approved FPC participation in Payne County Pride Festival on
October 9 and the $60 participation fee
 Heard an update from Pastor Leah Hrachovec and Associate
Pastor Jenny Hardin regarding coordination with Catholic
Charities, the refugee sponsoring agency that is coordinating
arrival of approximately 40 refugee families from Afghanistan
for resettlement in Stillwater beginning November 2021
 Elected Elders Cathy Fairbanks and Rusty Rex as ruling elder
commissioners to October 12, 2021 Cimarron Presbytery
meeting (meeting by electronic means-Zoom)
The meeting concluded with prayer by Pastor Leah Hrachovec,
moderator. The next stated Session meeting is Tuesday, October 13,
2021 at 5:30pm via Zoom.

Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom
Karsen Riley

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Kiah Butcher
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Rusty Rex
Courtney Savage
Adult Ministry:
Judi Baker

Communications &
Connecting:
Kiah Butcher (chair)
Kay Burns
Jill Stoutzenberger

Fellowship & Family:
Jean Aresco

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson

UKirk (University):
John Mark Day

Personnel:
Thad Leffingwell (chair)
John Mark Day
Kiah Butcher

Worship and Music:
David Conway (chair)

Endowment Liaison:
World Mission and
David Conway
Denominational Concerns:
Nominating Committee:
Kathy Thomas
Rusty Rex

Monthly Income / Expense Report
August 2021
Giving
Other
Income

$

39,359.19

$

3,778.55

Year
% of
to Date
Budget
$ 463,103.29 72.52
24,794.94

83.67

Total Income $

43,137.74 $ 487,898.23

73.01

Expenditures $

53,506.71 $ 454,275.48

62.82

Net

(10,368.97) $

$

$

UKirk Fellowship Meal
Sunday, October 31 at 6:30 pm
All college students and young adults who
are college age are invited to join us for
dinner at 6:30 pm on Sunday, October 31.
Please let Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin
know about any food allergies or other restrictions so we can
plan accordingly.

33,622.75
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC & WORSHIP AT FPC
The Chancel Choir is happy and relieved to be back singing normally again in our sanctuary and choir room! We
learned a lot from our time as the Courtyard Choir, including how to make beautiful music together in spite of
masks, traffic noise, and wind. We are eager to welcome new members at any time. Anyone 6 th grade and older is
welcome, no experience necessary. We have a singer’s mask for you, too!
We are rehearsing wonderful music for all of our fall services, including a special anthem for Reformation
Sunday, October 31. This week we begin learning music for the Services of Lessons and Carols, December 5. Contact
Becky te Velde (rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org) for more information, or just walk into rehearsal next
Wednesday and join the fun! Chancel Choir rehearses in the Westminster Room at 7:00 pm every Wednesday.
“Do You Hear What I Hear?” - The 2021 Organ Renovation is Complete!
Have you noticed some different sounds, or just a new “feel” to the organ’s sound? Many have commented
lately that the organ is sounding great, coupled with the question, “What changed?”.
You are probably hearing the effects of our brand new Trompette pipes in the Swell division! They give the
organ’s ensemble a “guttsier” sound and feel––fuller, stronger, a bit darker with some “bite”. These pipes can play
loud, soft, or in-between because they are in the organ’s “expressive” division, behind the Swell shutters. They can
also play independently in the Pedals, adding weight to the bass line. And they are a wonderful solo sound, too.
Some of the music heard recently finally sounds “right” on our organ: not just the right sounds, but also a better
balance of sounds. Perhaps most important of all is the organ’s new range of capabilities for leading congregational
singing. What a joy it is to explore and relish these new possibilities!
A second “new” sound is our Oboe rank, which got cleaned and repaired. It now speaks more clearly, promptly,
evenly, and with a brighter sound––the aural equivalent of what an old work of art, dulled by the effects of time,
looks like after being restored. Our Oboe looks and feels new, and its presence is now more prominent in the
musical texture.
What else has changed?
 Brand new keyboards –a revelation!–so much kinder to fingers, hands and wrists with its gentler, uniform
key action
 Refurbished pedals – tighter (no more wiggles, wobbles or squeaks) and very quiet keys
 Reconfigured Swell division: all pipes are now clearly visible and accessible, so important for tuning and
maintenance; a windchest was moved and raised to make this possible
The entire organ will receive its annual fall tuning just in time for the Anniversary Recital on Sunday, Oct 24 at
4:00 pm. We will sing three joyful hymns as part of the program, so please come in person to celebrate together!
See the back cover of this Ambassador for more recital information.

History of the FPC Organ
Organist/Director of Music Rebecca te Velde has been hard at work compiling a
complete history of the FPC Organ, and the results of her labor are now available on
the FPC website! Find the complete history on the Organ page (under our Music
section) with details on our current organ and on previous organs from our founding
in 1890 to the present day.
Pictured to the left is our console now with the brand new keyboards and refurbished
pedal keys. They may look the same, but they feel completely different! The console
also gained two more General thumb pistons––an unexpected bonus. Becky loves to
show off and talk about the organ, so feel free to visit her after any service for a quick
demonstration of what’s new in the FPC organ!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ALL CHURCH CAMPOUT
It’s time for fellowship and fun with our whole
church family out in God’s beautiful creation! We’ll
spend Friday night and Saturday out at Lake
McMurtry (west side camping area – follow the
signs to RV campsites 7-14). Overnight campers
(with RVs or tents) are welcome, as well as anyone
who wants to just come for the fun Friday evening
and/or Saturday.
RV/tent campers – spaces are limited so first
registered, first served! Check-in is any time after
3:00pm on Friday, checkout is at 1:00pm on Sunday
(though our planned activities will end on Saturday
afternoon).
Meals – we will provide food (hotdogs, chips,
s’mores) for a cookout on Friday night, but other
meals are Bring and Cook your Own! We will have
snack items available too.
What to Bring (if you just plan to visit and not
camp):
Water bottle and lawn chair (flashlight if coming
Friday night)
A donor has generously paid the RV/tent site fees,
so this event is free!
Please register to help us prepare for food and
activities. Registration deadline is October 15.
Register at www.stillwaterfpc.org/fellowship.

Update on 2021-2022 Stephen Ministry Training Class
The FPC Stephen Minister leaders and ministers are
thrilled and grateful to announce that three FPC
members are joining the Stephen Minister training class
which began October 4. Please join them in holding Anne
Belanus, Debby Schoenecke, and Ellen Ingram in prayer
during this 20 week training. Thanks be to God for their
answer to God’s call.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC OUTREACH

Block Party Fun!
On Wednesday, September 29, our community gathered on the Southeast Lawn of FPC for a Block Party. We enjoyed
fun and games, as well as live music from Code Shirley and dinner, and gave away lots of exciting prizes! We also
welcomed Esperanza de Vida (Hope of Life) - a congregation who worships in our building on Friday evenings. With
much gratitude, we give thanks for the University Ministry and Fellowship & Family committees and for their hard work
to bring us this fun evening with our community!
We are looking for some volunteers to help pick up our monthly food bank order and
help stock the pantry in the Fellowship Hall. If you have a pickup truck and would like
to assist with picking up our order from Our Daily Bread, you can sign up here. If you
would like to help unload our order at the church and stock the pantries in the
Fellowship Hall, you can sign up here. Or you can contact Associate Pastor Jenny
Hardin at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org or 405-372-5580 to sign up to help.
Our Daily Bread is in desperate need of
canned corn and canned green beans
(14oz cans) and toothpaste in 5oz tubes
or larger (please no travel size).
Donations may be brought to the
shopping cart in the Narthex or
delivered to ODB at 701 E. 12th Ave.,
between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm Monday-Thursday.

Thanks to those who took part in our Intergenerational Mission Work Day on September 25! One
team completed some yard work projects at Mission of Hope, including tidying up the flower beds
around their building and mowing. A second team began cleaning out the garage at the Payne
County Youth Services youth shelter, and both teams helped load up trash to haul away. Special
thanks to Judy and Dennis Ferrell, Austin Franklin, Dale Ingram, and Sharon, Sarah, and Laura
Bennett for their hard work and demonstration of love for our neighbors in Stillwater!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 am Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Hybrid Worship Service

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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