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Join us on Sunday Mornings
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Office Update
As we head into June, the Church Offices remain closed and
remote worship will continue: there will be no in-person worship.
Staff are still primarily working from home, and can be reached
via email to answer questions or concerns from you.
During business hours, Monday-Friday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm,
phone calls to the Office number will ring to the phone of
Magdalena Vinson, Church Administrator.
Outside of business hours, please leave a message or if you have
a pastoral emergency, please use the pastor on-call number,
(405) 338-7545, to be connected to a pastor.

A big Thank-You to custodian Mike Flowers and his crew for taking
additional measures to clean and sanitize the church facilities during
this time. In order to ensure that spaces sitting empty are not
cleaned daily, Mike and his crew stick dated Post-It notes on room
doors after they clean and sanitize. The next person to enter that
room to use it simply removes the Post-It note, alerting Mike that
the space has been used and requires cleaning again. These and
other measures will stay in place for the foreseeable future to ensure our facilities stay clean and sanitized.
Thank you, Mike and crew!!

Distance Worship Getting an Upgrade
Even when we begin to offer in-person worship again at FPC, we know
that some households will continue to worship from home, at least for
a time. In an effort to help members and friends of FPC participate to
the fullest extent in the worship of God from home, the Trustees,
COVID Response Task Force, and staff are working with Aspen
Electronics to install a 30x zoom video camera in the balcony of the
Sanctuary and fully integrate the video feed with our sound system.
These upgrades will significantly improve the sights and sounds of
worship for those who join by Facebook Live (and soon, YouTube Live.)
We are experiencing an average of 70 households joining in real time
by video, and these worship services are being viewed 600-800 times
after worship is over, as Facebook makes the recorded service
accessible anytime. In addition, we are grateful for our partnership
with KSPI AM780/94.3FM, who help us continue to make our worship
available by radio and through audio livestream at
www.stillwaterfpc.org/listenlive every Sunday at 11:00 am.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you
a future with hope.” -Jeremiah 29:11

“A slow climb, is what this is going to be.” --- These are the words from Ministry Architect founder Mark
DeVries in a recent online gathering for faith leaders from across the country. He was encouraging pastors
to begin to accept the likelihood that things will not be getting back to “normal,” maybe ever. Rather than
asking the question, “When can worship/church/work/life/(you get the idea!) get back to normal?”, a
more helpful, and faithful, question for us may be, “What future is God moving us into?”
Mark DeVries also held up this beautiful possibility: What if this pandemic helps move us, by the grace of
God, to a new future that is more faithful in exhibiting the Kingdom of God in the world than the one we
had envisioned? Certainly, this possibility does not negate the real and tragic loss that some people are
experiencing. It does not make any less horrible and unjust the reality that some groups—particularly
people of color and women—have died at greater rates than those who have been able to mostly avoid
exposure to the Coronavirus in these weeks of distancing and self isolation. All of us have experienced
grief, some great grief, in these weeks, and without the usual comforts of worship, friends close by, and
family gatherings.
We cannot go back to the past, and we cannot go back to the future that we had imagined just a few
months ago. Therefore, what if God were able to transform our yearning for past into a yearning for a
future that truly reflects our mission as the body of Christ in the world? This future calls us to love God,
and love our neighbor as ourselves. We are called to see our neighbors, to listen to them, and to
understand that not all of our neighbors are able to miss work for a fever, or afford go to the physician
when they were sick, or walk peacefully down the street without threat of violence. We are called by
Christ to be part of the change we want to see going forward into God’s future.
The ‘slow climb’ comes in when we think about a return to a life of fellowship and embodied community at
FPC. It will take a while, and from what we are hearing from our elected church officers and most of you,
you are willing to make that slow climb so that we can love one another in ways that honor one another,
especially the more vulnerable among us. I am grateful for your courage in taking on the slow climb. The
future, a future with hope, will be worth it.
In Christ,

"The quality of strength lined with tenderness is an unbeatable combination."
- Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
www.stillwaterfpc.org

3

The Ambassador

volume 62 • number 4

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES!!
We’re so proud of our high school and university graduates! We thank God for the
opportunity to journey in faith with you and pray God’s blessings upon you as you begin
the next chapter of your lives!

High School Graduates
Ellie Causley
Abby Lloyd
Ellie Causley shares her favorite memories and future plans here (as of printing time, we did not
receive information from our other graduates):
One of our graduating high school seniors is Ellie Causley. Ellie has been coming to FPC
her entire life, and some of her favorite memories of her years here are the Easter and
Pentecost celebrations. She has always been inspired and appreciative of how caring
and committed our volunteers at FPC are: whether helping with Saturday Brunch,
Children and Worship, VBS or Generations in Faith Together, FPC volunteers give it their
all. A passionate dancer, Ellie has been part of the student and teaching sides of Encore
Dance Studio here in Stillwater. This fall will find her continuing her studies at Oklahoma
State and working for the Universal Dance Association.

College and University Graduates
Congratulations to all who are graduating from college or graduate school this spring! We have enjoyed
being part of your journey through school and look forward to seeing what life has in store for you.
Congratulations and blessings as you begin your next chapter!
Clayton Headrick
Mark Dieman
Charlie Johnson
Claire Leffingwell
Jenna Fowler
Megan McCann
Ben Lanners
Brad Newcomb
Ethan Rex
Christian Stemm

www.stillwaterfpc.org

4

The Ambassador

volume 62 • number 4

FAITHFUL FAMILIES WEBSITE LAUNCHES!

Equipping FPC Families – New Website Debut!
When the children’s ministry committee wrote a three-year goal back in November of 2018 to intentionally equip
and support families, they never dreamed the plan they were working on would include equipping families to
provide faith formation in the home during a pandemic. But here we are! Those early dreams and brainstorms of
offering an online space where resources and articles could be curated for families got a jumpstart in April when
www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com got up and running.
The website’s goal is to equip parents, grandparents, and families in their important role as the primary influence on
their child’s faith. The website includes articles on parenting (including parenting during a pandemic), as well as
weekly playlists for children and youth. Each playlist includes these sections with simple ideas for talking about and
living faith:
Read/Watch/Listen
Wonder
Pray
Do – something to live out the scripture
Children and Worship video
Resources and ideas are added weekly. The website will be expanded in the coming weeks and months to feature
children’s and youth Bible recommendations and articles around particular topics like death or everyday spirituality.
Since premiering on Palm Sunday at the beginning of April, the website has been visited almost 700 times by 500
unique visitors. In addition to families from FPC Stillwater utilizing this new resource, we’ve heard from families
across the state and country visiting the website to use the resources (and churches sharing with their
congregations). The website was highlighted by the Presbyterian News Service in a piece about innovative ways
Christian educators across the country are reaching out in the midst of a pandemic.
Check out www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com for your own family, or share this resource with your grandchildren and
family friends who are looking for ways to cultivate faith at home during the pandemic.
In addition to the website, a private Facebook group is available for parents and grandparents with children age
0-18. Use this group to interact with one another, post photos, share articles and more!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY (6TH-12TH GRADERS)

Summer Youth Ministry Plans
Like all things these days, the COVID-19 pandemic is
bringing some uncertainty to summer programming for
PYG. A full schedule will be sent out in the weekly youth
parent email and posted on the website by the end of
May. We have several ideas in the works for how we
can connect with one another this summer while
following appropriate guidelines and maintaining social
distance. Be on the lookout for PYG Picnics, Zoom fun
(energizer party, talent show, games), Game Night on
the front lawn, Netflix movie night, and more.

Synod Youth Workshop
A youth conference for rising 9th graders – graduated seniors
Now completely online!
Synod Youth Workshop is a conference for youth that encourages
lasting relationships while providing opportunities for worship,
prayer, service, small and large group gatherings, faith exploration
and load of laughter that not only deepens relationships with
others, but our relationship with the Lord. Normally held each
year at the University of Tulsa, for the first time ever, Synod Youth
Workshop will be online and free! Join youth from Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas for this online opportunity for
growing in faith and building relationships.

PYG completes study on “Faith in an Anxious World”
Our 6th-12th graders have met twice a week since the
beginning of April, enjoying fellowship together and
engaging in a study that addresses increased anxiety
levels in teens. Through the study, the youth reflected on
passages in scripture when Jesus literally “gets in the
boat” with the disciples and discussed how Jesus is with
us in our anxiety. They discerned what God might be
saying to them through their anxiety and they discussed
how to reach out to others and expand their circle of
people they feel comfortable talking to about their own
worries and anxieties.

It’s time to lose the
unrealistic hyped-up
expectations of summer.
Let’s slow down and enjoy
the simple pleasures that
summer offers. With music,
scripture, simple activities,
and prayer, families with
youth are invited to use this
guide to the Most Okayest
Summer Ever to savor some
of God’s greatest gifts: music,
joy, and one another.
Families with youth – look for
this summer devotional in
your mailbox soon!

Interested in participating in this online youth conference? Find
out more at www.synodyouthworkshop.com and check with
Jenna Campbell on how to register.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Get Outside the Box with Camp-in-a-Box!
Weeks of June 22 to July 20
Summer GiFT will return next summer in 2021
(when hopefully we’re not in a pandemic!) and
we’ll be so excited at that time to all gather for GiFT
together. And we look forward to being able to go
to summer camp next year at Ferncliff Camp and
Conference Center. BUT, until then, we have CAMP
IN-A-BOX that can be done at home!
The Ferncliff Camp-In-A-Box is designed with the
elementary camper in mind (grades K-5ish). Each
Camp-In-A-Box provides 5 days worth of activities
that are screen-free, encourage outdoor activity,
and minimize demands on parents. Each day has a
scripture and theme and all activities tie in to that
day's theme. It’s recommended to get one box per
child, and the church will provide boxes free of
charge!
Here at FPC, we’re counting one day as a one week to spread out this box for five weeks. Each Monday at 1:00 (starting on June
22), join us by Zoom for Gather & Grow – a short 20-30 minute time to sing together, do energizers, introduce the scripture and
theme of the week and hear from our youth on what exciting activities from the box are in store for the week. If you miss the
1:00 Monday Gather & Grow, we’ll post them each week in the FPC Faithful Families of Stillwater Facebook Group. (Not a part
of this group? Search FPC Faithful Families of Stillwater and request to join!)
Zoom link for each Gather & Grow - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81570760356
The theme for this box is: Deep Roots, New Leaves. For five weeks, campers will discover that God is always doing a new thing.
While God offers stability and safety, like a tree’s deep roots, God is always working for good in each new moment, like a tree
sprouting new leaves. The Bible provides many stories that reveal God’s ongoing creative presence in the world. Campers will
look at God’s creation of the world, how God shapes us like clay, how we can have new life as we are renewed, how God is still
doing new things today, and how we are invited into God’s continuing creation.
What’s in the Box?
Each Camp-In-A-Box comes with 5 day bags (we will use one bag for each week).
Each Week Includes:
Guide – Scripture, questions, prayer, and a checklist of camp activities for the camper to complete throughout the week.
One Square Yard Card – visit the same spot outdoors each day
Week-long Project Card – a painting project they’ll add to each day
Family Challenge Card – activities, table talk questions, family prayer
Focus object
Supplies – all the supplies needed to complete the activities (for example, the painting canvas)
How do I get a box?
Register at www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning by Thursday, May 28 th and your box will be shipped to you by mid-June!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS
FROM THE MAILBOX
Dear Friends,
Thank you for the beautiful Easter lily. It is a lovely reminder of my church family and the love we
share of God’s love and each other. Hope we can
be together soon.
With much love,
Gwen Peirsall
Thank you for the joy of the resurrection
lily delivered in memory of my mother,
Arvilla West!
Grace and peace,
Erika West

Dear Church Family,
We can never adequately thank you for all your support,
prayers, and acts of kindness during the many months and years
of grandson Steven's battle with cancer. We thank you for
walking with us down this difficult road that did not end the way
any of us hoped or prayed.
~ Cathy & Steve Fairbanks
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the beautiful Easter Lily, which was
delivered to me on a very windy, cold and blustery
afternoon. It was an unexpected but very welcome
gift.
Thank you also for the tribute to my brother Daniel
Powell, recently deceased.
I have received many cards, e-mails, and calls from my
Church Family and they have all been very helpful in
easing me through my grief.
Love and Blessings!
Annette Preston

Wedding Celebrations

UKirk wrapped up the year with a Zoom
gathering on May 6. We are planning several
virtual gatherings throughout the summer,
including a trivia night. All university students
and university-age young adults are invited to
attend.
If you are a university student or university-age
and would like to be included in regular
communications regarding UKirk, please contact
our UKirk Assistant, Ethan Williams
at ukirk@stillwaterfpc.org.

Jim Showalter and Kay Krause
March 19, 2020
Jim Shaw and Lori Green
March 21, 2020

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MISSION
Pentecost Offering
Each year, we collect the Pentecost Offering - a Special Offering of the
PC(USA). A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage,
develop, and support its young people, and also address the needs of
at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering stays in Stillwater to
make an impact in the lives of young people in our community. This
year, the Pentecost Offering has been designated by Session to
support the Pioneer Pantry. The remaining 60% is used to support
children-at-risk, youth, and young adults through ministries of the
Presbyterian Mission Agency.
To learn more, see the insert included in this Ambassador and
visit https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/
Pentecost is Sunday, May 31.

Update on our Mission Co-Workers in Peru
As some may know, our Mission Co-Workers in Peru have been on lock-down since March 15. The week of
May 4, the government of Peru announced a four-phase plan for reopening the economy, starting May 18.
While both the Mission Co-Worker teams (Chenoa and José Luis, Jed and Jenny) we support financially and
in prayer have been at home during this time with toddlers, they continue doing the work of the Church in
Peru.
A few weeks ago, Jed Koball joined a Zoom call with our Earth Care Team, and shared about environmental
justice in La Oroya and Villa El Sol. We will be planning additional Zoom visits with our Mission Co-Workers
and would love to have you join us! Keep an eye on the church website, Facebook page, and future mailings
for announcements.

Goodland Academy
Goodland Academy in Hugo, Oklahoma has cancelled all mission trips scheduled for this
June and July. Our Mission Team is hard at work, looking at alternative opportunities for
doing mission work this summer and at alternative dates for finishing the chapel project
we began two years ago at Goodland.

THE EARTH CARE COMMITTEE REPORTS that the Stillwater City Council approved the resolution to
establish a Renewable Energy Task Force. The work of this task force is to develop a clean energy goal
and bench marks. Our city has now joined a nationwide effort, “Ready for 100”, that urges cities to work
toward clean and renewable energy. Some members of our congregation might be interested in joining
this Task Force. If so, they may find an Application for City Boards and Committees at www.stillwater.org

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Cindy Abbott (Schlais)
Calvin Adkisson (Vaughan)
Landon Allen (Olson)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
Noelle Baker
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Betty Bays
Mandy Blackburn
Dawn Blair (Burgoon)
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Rita Breuninger
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Blake Buck
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Marilyn Choike (Bruce)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Dick Croom (Knox)
Heather Davidson
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Lyle Eastman
Lori Fagan
The Flowers Family
Norma Franke
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Josh Garnett (McCarley)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
Bill Gilpen (Foust)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Tim Hardin
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Stephen Harrel (Preston)
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Lori Henry (Olson)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Carolynne Hopkins
Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
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Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Steve Kirven (Conway)
Pauline Kopecky
Alice Kowalewski (Harding)
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Wendy Long (Burgoon)
Virginia Lowrey (Beckstrom)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
Mary Beth Morris
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Pricilia Nkem
Pam Normile (Meinke)
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Denton Padgett (Fairbanks)
Edith Padgett (Razook)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Pat Razook
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Sydney Reding
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Jack Reeves
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Ken and Gloria Sandvold
Don Savage (Savage)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Frances Seiler (Fairbanks)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver (Silver)
David Smith (Cooper)
Mason Smith (Schlais)
Ted Smith
Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Paul Sorrentino (Beckstrom)
Nora Jane Sparks (Frohock)
Jamie Stephens (Burgoon)
Jo Lynne Stephens (Smith)
Debbie Stout
Judi Tarlton (PW Bowling)
Rick & Rita Titus
Nettie Vick
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)

Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Nona Wilhm (PW Bowling)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Jim Wise
Elizabeth Woodford (Leffingwell)

Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer
List. Thank you!

Larger Church:
Synod in Puerto Rico
Synod of the Rocky Mountains
Synod of South Atlantic
Synod of Southern California and Hawaii
Latin America and the Caribbean

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Lt. Tom Cooper Air Force (Good)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 E6 1st Class Petty Officer Miles Smith (Schlais)
 SPC 1st Class Bryn Williams JT Army (Williams)
In Memoriam
Jim Walker
Joined First Presbyterian Church
February 3, 2013
Entered the Church Triumphant
April 11, 2020
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.”

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT MINISTRY
Summer Adult Bible Study
Reading Romans Backwards by Scot McKnight
led by Pastor Jenny Hardin and Older Adult Coordinator Kelly McCarley
Wednesdays, starting May 20
3:00 - 4:30 pm
Join us this summer as we take a deep look at Paul's letter to the Church in Rome - backwards!
Following the text of Scot McKnight's book, Reading Romans Backwards, we will begin with the
final chapters of the letter and work our way forward.
FPC's Adult Ministry Committee has purchased several copies of Reading Romans Backwards. If
you would like a physical copy of the book, please let Pastor Jenny know when you sign up for
the class. If you prefer to purchase your own copy, Bliss Books in Stillwater is able to order
them for around $35 each. Additionally, a Kindle edition is available on Amazon.com.
We will have our first gathering via Zoom on Wednesday, May 20 to meet each other and have a brief
introduction to the book and the class. But even if you miss the first gathering, there is still time to sign up to take
part in the class this summer! Please, join us.
To sign up for this class, please contact Pastor Jenny at jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org
Saturday Brunch is still happening, but looks much different these days due to social distancing requirements.
Since we cannot serve hot lunches to our community, the brunch teams started to make sack lunches. Each sack
lunch includes 2 sandwiches (or a sandwich and a can of soup), a piece of fruit, granola bar, beef stick, and juice
as well as hand sanitizer packets. Starting at 11 am, people can come to the west door of Fellowship Hall to
receive the lunches, as well as a pair of socks. The guests I spoke with were very grateful to receive the sack
lunches, but were anxious to get back to the hot lunch program – especially the biscuits and gravy.
Usually brunch teams consist of between 8 to 15 people, but with the sack lunch program this has dropped
down to between 3 to 5 people. Abbey Hardin is in charge of coordinating the 2 nd Saturday brunch. She said the
level of food insecurity she sees is troubling, but she is grateful that we are continuing to provide this service to
the community. Currently, the church serves between 50-70 guests each week with the sack lunch program.
Other week coordinators include Nat Cooper, Ritch and Shannon Frohock, and Bill and Terry Henley. We want
to thank our coordinators and all of the volunteers that keep this important ministry running smoothly, even
during a pandemic!

2nd Saturday Brunch team
(L-R) Terri Carver,
Abbey Hardin, and Mike
Melancon

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
The Chancel Choir traditionally holds its spring party on the Wednesday night of OSU finals week. Since we couldn’t
gather in person, we met on Zoom to catch up with one another, toast our May and June birthday people (including
“Choir Mom” Nedra Segall), and congratulate our OSU graduating seniors Clayton Headrick and Brad Newcomb.

Congratulations Graduates!
Bradley Newcomb served as our baritone Choral Scholar from the fall of 2015
through the 2017 fall semester. He has just completed his Bachelor of Music
Business degree with an emphasis in organ performance, studying with
Dr. Gerald Frank. Brad is Music Director/Organist at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
Ponca City. In his time at FPC, Brad was our student “Choir Missionary”,
enthusiastically recruiting numerous friends to come and sing with our choir,
and also recommending instrumentalists as needed.
Clayton Headrick, baritone Choral Scholar from the fall of 2018, has earned the
Bachelor of Education degree in Secondary Education: Social Studies. Clayton
has been serving as cantor and soloist for our distance worship since the end of
March, and he will continue with that until his wedding to fiancée Addi van
Zandbergen. After their honeymoon in Maine, they will reside in Phoenix,
Arizona, where she will enter a master’s degree program in the fall.
Both of these gentlemen are beloved members of our choir family and will be
dearly missed. We wish them God’s blessing and guidance as they embark on
the next chapter in their lives.

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
Please worship and sing with us on Sundays at 11:00
am via radio AM780/FM94.3 and Facebook livestream.
The Music page at www.stillwaterfpc.org includes a
weekly update with our hymns and special music. As
we are physically separated from one another, may our
music serve to comfort and nourish our faith and our
spirits. Soli Deo Gloria!

Be a Bulletin Buddy!
Do you miss having a worship bulletin in your hand while you listen to the worship
broadcast? Or, do you have a printer at home that could be put to use for a neighbor? FPC's
Fellowship & Family team is pairing those who do not have online access with those who are
technologically connected so that everyone can participate fully in worship from home. This
new ministry, Bulletin Buddies, connects members with one another to help them stay in
touch with more of the faith community and the worship of God.
To be a Bulletin Buddy- If you don't have access to the internet and want to be connected to a member who will
bring you a paper copy of the bulletin each week and help you connect to worship on the
radio, call the church office 405-372-5580, and please leave a message!
 If you are connected online and have a working printer, and are willing to be connected
to someone who does not have access to the internet, please email Abbey Hardin to
become a Bulletin Buddy abbey.hardin@okstate.edu

Faith on the Go
We're grateful that COVID-19 hasn't slowed us down!
Improving our Wellness through Yoga
Thanks to Courtney O'Malley for teaching Gentle Yoga via Zoom while social distancing. A group of 8 to 12
have benefited from the class which will wind up for the summer at the end of May. This has been a great way
to practice wellness and clear our minds while staying at home. Gentle Yoga will resume in August.
We're also grateful for Courtney and her daughters teaching yoga specially designed for families while the kids
are at home. She has offered 30 minute sessions for free on Thursdays live at 10:30 am on the Faithful Families of Stillwater FPC group page on Facebook. Thank you Courtney!

Taking Steps to Stay Active
Team Faith on the Go, which consists Sandy Cohlmia, Mike Woods, David Conway, and Kelly & Ken McCarley,
recently joined the Walk this Way Step Challenge sponsored by the City of Stillwater. This is a virtual challenge where we walk separately and report our team results on a smart phone app. They've had a total of
over 920,000 steps after the first 12 days, which put them in 4th place out of 96 teams!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them in
the work. If you have an interest in serving in a certain
area, please contact one of the elders assigned to that
ministry and volunteer. Do not be shy. As Presbyterians,
we believe that the fruit of the Spirit increases with
greater involvement and more people.

The Session of First Presbyterian Church met in its May
stated meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at 5:30
pm via Zoom (electronic platform.) Elder John Mark Day
gave the opening thought and prayer. A quorum was
present. Highlights of Session action:


Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com
Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org
Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Courtney Savage
Thad Leffingwell

World Mission and
Denominational Concerns:
Bill Henley (chair)

Adult Ministry:
Ken McCarley (chair)
Judi Baker

Communications &
Connecting:
Kathy Thomas (chair)
Kay Burns

Fellowship & Family:
Becky Schlais (chair)
Erin Petrotta
UKirk (University):
Tami Krehbiel (chair)
John Mark Day
Worship and Music:
David Conway
Ashley Kirven-Bobier







Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson



Personnel:
Jim Trapp (chair)
Thad Leffingwell
Ashley Kirven-Bobier



Endowment Liaison:
Becky Schlais



Monthly Income / Expense Report
$ 70,464.42

Year
to Date
$ 240,696.03

% of
Budget
36.50

$

2,120.95

$ 15,673.72

47.35

Total Income $ 72,585.37

$ 256,369.75

37.02

Expenditures $ 47,467.13

$ 234,788.34

32.73

Net

$ 21,581.41

April 2020
Giving
Other
Income

$ 25,118.24

Approved language for addition to Bylaws regarding
Meeting of the Session by Remote, Electronic, or Virtual
Means; Meeting of the Congregation by Remote,
Electronic, or Virtual Means; and Decision Making in
Emergencies, as recommended by COVID Response
Team
Received Treasurer’s Report indicating that pledged
contributions are continuing to be received; some have
paid pledges early
Reviewed the 2020-2021 FPC Program Calendar that was
compiled during a joint meeting of several committees’
leadership
Approved a request from Preschool/Trustees to match
an anonymous Presbyterian Preschool family’s $5,000
donation for FPC playground equipment with $5,000
from the FPC Endowment for improvements this
summer
Approved recommendation from Worship & Music to
keep Sunday worship at 11:00 am over the course of the
summer as we are distance worshiping, instead of
changing to 9:30 am
Approved the celebration of the Lord’s Supper virtually
throughout the remainder of the communion dates
previously approved by Session, as long as distance
worshiping continues
Received the April 30, 2020 membership report,
indicating 509 members
Heard highlights from the May 12 Cimarron Presbytery
meeting, which met via Zoom, from Kathy Thomas and
John Mark Day, our Ruling Elder Commissioners to the
Presbytery meeting

Session adjourned with prayer by Pastor Leah Hrachovec.
The next stated meeting will be Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at
5:30 pm via Zoom. If you would like to be a guest at the next
stated Session meeting, please contact Pastor Leah
Hrachovec for information to access the meeting

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Importance of Fellowship – Church Family in Action
Insight into Fellowship by Becky Schlais

Fellowship is very important and helps build our church family. When people mention their Church Family you
know that this family can be very powerful. The power of this church and how it has impacted our congregation
hit me this past Sunday (Feb 23). The Fellowship and Family Committee was hosting FPC Goes to the Lanes.
You should have been there. There were adults and youth of all ages. Kids running around, infants wanting to see
what the big kids were doing, adults trying to have conversations but being interrupted by children wanting
attention. Adults and kids playing, laughing, eating and running around all together having a wonderful time
bowling. It was truly a family reunion! This was our Church Family in action.
I wanted to share how you have impacted and shaped this Church Family for many of our members. There were
over 40 people that participated in this event. They had a wonderful time and many memories because of you.
THANK YOU for being part of this Family!

Butterfly Garden Update
Although we may not be gathering together in
person, our buildings and grounds are still being
cared for by staff and volunteers. Our Butterfly
Garden recently got its spring makeover through
the hard work of Ed & Andrea Arquitt. Below are
some photos of our beautiful pollinator garden!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Summer Sunday Worship Schedule
11:00 am Virtual Worship

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom
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Second Mile Sewing
From the very beginning of businesses shutting down and our shift to a new normal, our Second Mile Sewers
have been hard at work making masks to support the Stillwater community. Not only have they provided masks
for our Saturday Brunch crews, they have also sent masks to Wings of Hope, Stillwater Medical Center, and to
their own family members! Thank you to everyone who has contributed by donating fabric, elastic, thread, and
time to make this ministry possible!
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