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New Discovery Tool Coming to FPC
This fall, you’re invited to take the Discovery Tool survey, a new way of
connecting your time and talent with the needs of the world, our community,
and one another. Serving is such an important way we live out Jesus' call to
discipleship.
The Discovery Tool is a short 3-5 minute survey that’s easily done on your
computer/phone/tablet (or you can request a paper copy from the church
office). A link to the survey will be included in your Stewardship packet
(coming to your household at the end of September) or online at
www.stillwaterfpc.org/getinvolved (link will go live at the end of September.)
Once you take the survey, your results are immediate and you’ll be directed to
the top areas of service and volunteer roles that best match your skills and
gifts with ministry opportunities at FPC, including links where you can learn
more about the particular positions. Our prayer is that the Discovery Tool
helps us match your unique self with particular ways to serve and grow
in faith. You’ll be hearing more about the Discovery Tool in the coming weeks!
For more information about the 2022 Stewardship Campaign, please see
pages 4 & 5.

The Peace & Global Witness Offering
supports peacemaking efforts around
the world and here at home with 25%
staying with our congregation. This
offering will be collected during
worship on World Communion
Sunday, October 3rd.
The youth of FPC have been invited to
designate the local recipient of that
local 25% of the collected monies look for more details on that in the
next few weeks!
For more information, please visit
specialofferings.pcusa.org

A big thank-you to Trustee
Billy McCollom for his time and
skills in replacing the toilets in
the first floor restrooms!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Letter from Leah
I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.
-Jeremiah 29:11

This past week I had the (now rare) blessing of sharing lunch with some friends. We gathered at St. Francis of the
Woods, near Coyle, Oklahoma. We were outside the entire time, but somehow the 100 degree heat was bearable
with the shade of a tree, cold salads, and the shelter of friends in faith.
Bishop Aiden Wilson, executive director of St. Francis of the Woods with us. He had recently undertaken a pilgrimage
to the Basílica de Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles (Our Lady of the Angels) in Costa Rica, a destination of over 2 million
Christians a year. The annual pilgrimage was canceled last year due to COVID; this year, no official celebrations were
planned.
His trip did not start out well1. There were flight delays and he arrived weary. He found that his Spanish skills were
not as good as he had thought. He couldn’t find the basilica mass schedule online, and the actual walk, about 10
miles, was disappointingly un-picturesque.
Kicking himself for the seeming folly of this journey, he finally arrived at the basilica, which was surrounded by a big
barricade manned by two unsmiling guards. However, they motioned for him to come to the door, and after checking
his bag, allowed him inside. Immediately, the church bells started to ring, and a mass began. More moments of grace
and blessings followed.
Reflecting on his journey, Bishop Aiden said that God had given him clarity about the questions most on his heart and
mind in these trying and turbulent days. A less-than-perfect journey had turned out to be just exactly the journey
that he needed, as he had to turn to God again and again, facing his biggest fears and doubts along the way.
Stumbling, confessing failings, and moving forward while trusting God, Bishop Aiden found a future with hope and
joy.
If we are paying attention these days, there is much that weighs heavily on our world and our spirits. Our sisters and
brothers in some parts of the world, like Haiti and Afghanistan, are struggling mightily. We bear our own frustrations
here at home, with the Delta variant of COVID spreading at an alarming pace and much discord about what to do in
response. We have only so much energy, time, resources, and the needs all around feel very great.
We must not give in to a spirit of helplessness. Because of God’s great mercy, power, and love, we have “a future
with hope” (Jer. 29:11). Because of Jesus Christ, we believe that God has not abandoned this world, and so we can
live, pray, and work with every hope that there is a future, a hopeful future, ahead. Christ came to open the way of
abundant life and eternal life for us and for the world. That Way is open as we speak truth in love, care for one
another, and walk humbly with God. Thank you for all the ways you testify with your lives to a hopeful future.
In Christ
1

Used with permission.

Empower me
to be a bold participant,
rather than a timid saint in waiting,
in the difficult ordinariness of now.
- Ted Loder

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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A Future with Hope – 2022 Pledge Campaign
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope.
-Jeremiah 29:11

The Covid-19 pandemic has been a season of separation like no other we’ve
known. As we look ahead to FPC’s next chapter, we may never appreciate
the power of gathering together in person more than we do today.
The beauty of worship – gathering together in the midst of a world full of
distance. The wonder of music – singing together in the midst of a world full
of silence and loneliness. The sweetness of sacraments – celebrating
together the waters of baptism and the nourishment of Communion in the
midst of a world full of dust and hunger. And the joy of service – working
together in the midst of a world full of broken systems and broken hearts.
If the world is full of exile, FPC is a community of return. A place to come
home to, again and again. A congregation where we can tangibly experience
God’s ancient promise to “bring you back to this place,” and “give you a
future with hope.”
The Stewardship Committee is asking you to continue prayerfully giving thanks for all the ways our faith, our
prayers, our worship, our music, our sacraments, our service, and our lives help bridge the gaps that divide
creation.
Packets for the 2022 Stewardship Campaign – A Future with Hope – will be mailed to each household on
September 25. Please open yours, read, and be reminded of the blessings we share – even during a
pandemic.
Our yearly stewardship campaign allows Session to set a realistic budget for the ministries of our
congregation and estimate amounts available for new programs and activities.
We know you have many choices in where and why you give. We ask you to help build a Future with Hope at
FPC by giving generously.
There are three ways to pledge for 2022:
 Using the printed pledge card in your packet
 Giving online at http://www.stillwaterfpc.org/giving
 Using the FPC Tithle.ly church app
Please turn in your financial pledge by Commitment Sunday, October 31 as together we celebrate God’s gift
of “a future with hope.”
Thank you for all you do for this church and the many ways you share the gifts God has given you through
First Presbyterian Church so it can continue to be a place of hope.
The Stewardship & Finance Committee
Casey Campbell, Kiah Butcher, Tammy Wasson,
Ken & Anne Belanus, Cathy Fairbanks
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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SESSION
Session Organization

Session Summary

The Session is organized into the following areas of
responsibility. Members of the congregation join them
in the work. If you have an interest in serving in a
certain area, please contact one of the elders assigned
to that ministry to learn more or to volunteer.

The Session met in its stated meeting on Tuesday, August 10,
2021 at 5:30pm by electronic means (via Zoom). A quorum
was present. Elder Kathy Thomas served as Acting Clerk.
Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin gave an opening devotional and
prayer. Highlights of Session action:

Clerk: John Gelder
email: john_gelder@me.com



Treasurer: Cathy Fairbanks
email: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org



Children’s Ministry:
Lyle Eastman
Nancy Beckstrom
Karsen Riley

Stewardship & Finance:
Casey Campbell (chair)
Kiah Butcher
Cathy Fairbanks

Youth Ministry:
Rusty Rex
Courtney Savage
Adult Ministry:
Judi Baker

Communications &
Connecting:
Kiah Butcher (chair)
Kay Burns
Jill Stoutzenberger

Fellowship & Family:
Jean Aresco

Trustee Liaison:
Charlie Johnson

UKirk (University):
John Mark Day

Personnel:
Thad Leffingwell (chair)
John Mark Day
Kiah Butcher

Worship and Music:
David Conway (chair)



World Mission and
Denominational Concerns:
Nominating Committee:
Kathy Thomas
Rusty Rex

Monthly Income / Expense Report
Giving
Other
Income

$

78,086.77

$

2,239.37

Year
% of
to Date
Budget
$ 423,744.10 66.35
21,016.39

70.92

Total Income $

80,326.37 $ 444,760.49

66.56

Expenditures $

50,237.52 $ 400,768.77

55.42

Net

29,996.62 $

$

$

43,991.72





Endowment Liaison:
David Conway

July 2021



Received update from COVID Response Task Force and
Personnel Committee regarding updated safety protocol
for Preschool staff, children, and their families
Discussed Parish Paper “Building Lasting Strength Through
Community Development”
Designated Sunday, September 19 as Solar Sunday, in
partnership with Solar Under the Sun, an ecumenical
ministry of Synod of the Sun
Removed timeframe for Leone List gift designations for
Trustee projects because of current high prices for
materials and labor
Received update on Child Protection Training, which is
available with online and in person options
Received resignation from Session of Elder Ashley KirvenBobier for family health reasons

The meeting concluded at 6:55pm with a prayer by Pastor
Leah Hrachovec, moderator. The next stated Session meeting
is Tuesday, September 14, 2021 at 5:30pm via Zoom.

A Note from Your Treasurer
As of July 31* FPC finances are healthy when comparing 2021
income and expenditures. FPC has completed 58.33% of the
year and received 70.92% of projected income. This is due to
the congregation’s faithful giving in 2021. Many households
completed their annual contributions early in the year. Others
faithfully give each month. Thank you for your generosity and
your faithfulness.
However, I would like to caution the congregation to not be
too comfortable with the current FPC financial picture. In
January the Session moved forward with a 2021 budget that
expects $24,000 more in expenses than projected income
which could result in a deficit.
I know you have many worthwhile groups asking for
contributions. FPC is blessed that you choose to give your
resources generously to allow for “a future with hope.”
Cathy Fairbanks, FPC Treasurer
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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The Ambassador
Prayer Concerns
Lavon Alexander
Amanda (Hrachovec)
Nick Amidon (Garoffolo)
Shea Arnett (N. Thomas)
Bobbie Aupperle
David Awtrey
Carrie Ballenger family (Ballenger)
Sarah Bartlett (Hardin)
Betty Bays
Zella Beers
The Berry Family (Berry)
Mandy Blackburn
Rose Marie Bligh
Terry Bobo (Bobo)
Betty Lou Branson (Frohock)
Bill Brewer
Helen Britton
Belinda Bruner
Wayne Cartwright (Koeppe)
Paula Cavett (te Velde)
Nancy Chapa (Fagan)
Allison Christy (Breuninger)
Abby Clapp (Clapp)
Janet Cole
Darlene Collyar (Silver)
Conrado and Miriam (Hardin)
Andee and Kannon Cooper
(Hrachovec)
Heather Davidson
Sara Davies
Martha Dearinger (Meinke)
Matthew Durham (Shawley)
Eva Elassi
Lori Fagan
Ed Gallegos (Wilkinson)
Dorothy Gibbons (Holland)
The Glasscock family
Lauren Glynn (Stewart)
Halana (Leffingwell)
George Hannon family (Garoffolo)
Marlene Hanson
Tim Hardin
Alana Harding (Redburn)
Bob Harding
Ben Harris (Wilkinson/Frohock)
Kendall Harvey (Shaw)
Mary Ann Henley (Henley)
Charla Hilger (Roscoe)
Nikki Hoffman
Carolynne Hopkins
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Linda Houck
Sandy Ives
Patty Jacobs
Paul Dean Jenkins (Nipp)
Brenda Johns (Taylor)
Larry Johnson (te Velde)
Ted Joy (Taylor)
Patty Keys
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer (Breuninger)
Margy Knox
Pauline Kopecky
Dottie Kraemer
Karen Krehbiel (Breuninger)
Hank Lett
Judy Lewis
Tracie Lively
Phil Massie (Beckstrom/Houston)
Alyssa Matal (Krehbiel)
Don McCall
Stephanie McMillan
Philip Meadows
Tresa Miller (Miller)
Jean Moore (Stangl)
The Moore Family (Campbell)
Nora Nagaruk (Stangl)
Susan Nance
Michelle Nickolson
Pricilia Nkem
Joyce Odom (Hardin)
Our Service Men & Women (Kraemer)
Gloria Parkhurst (Gilland)
Frances Phillips (Taylor)
Jean Potts (Bills)
Paul Quarles
Tim Rains
Lisa Reavis (Stewart)
Larry Redburn (Redburn)
Sydney Reding
Jack Reeves
Sara Roberts
Cooper Russell (Savage)
Retha Schlais (Schlais)
David Schmidly (Shaw)
Frank Schull (Hrachovec)
Bradley Schutt (Schlais)
Bob & Bonnie Siddon (Stiegler)
Karen Shippey (Swim)
Brylee Shullanberg (Stiegler)
Jeffrey Silver
David Smith (Cooper)
Ted Smith
Perry Sneed (Johnson)

Audrey Soehren (Garoffolo)
Christine Stone
Debbie Stout
Phyllis Taylor
Reed Taylor
Upendo Kids (Shawley)
Emily Walker (Walker)
Nelda Wallace (Blosser)
Barbara Ware (Fansler)
Darrell Warren (Silver)
Jim Wasson (Wasson/Emmet)
Jim & Lynda Williams
Scott Williams (Preston)
Kathleen & Stephan Wilson (te Velde)
Erin Windhausen
Jim Wise
Names in parentheses indicate the church
family member requesting prayer for a nonmember. Please notify the Church Office if
persons may be removed from the Prayer List.
Thank you!

Larger Church:
Synod of Living Waters
Asia and the Pacific

Military Members
Members & family members of our church family
who have been deployed in service to our country:

 Jordan Buterbaugh Marines (Case)
 Justin Fowler Navy (Fowler/Broyles)
 Col. James ‘grata’ Greenwald Air Force
 Matt Krehbiel
 1st Lt. Eric Murphy Army (Fairbanks)
 Miles Smith, Recruit Division Commander,
Department of the Navy (Schlais)

 SGT Bryn JT Williams Army (Williams)
In Memoriam
Veta Jo Fenimore
Joined First Presbyterian Church
November 1, 1953
Entered the Church Triumphant
August 28, 2021
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall never die.”
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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FPC NEWS

For children and youth in 1st-12th grade
Have a 1st-12th grader who wants to participate in the Pay It Forward
challenge? Register by September 8 at www.stillwaterfpc.org/learning
The Pay It Forward Challenge is an opportunity for FPC 1st-12th graders to
experience the joy of generosity and make an impact in this world. Thanks
to the generosity of Leone List and her estate’s gift to FPC, our 1st-12th
graders will receive cash in the amount of $100-$150 to use to make a
difference in our community and the world. A Pay It Forward Kickoff will
start the challenge on September 12 at 9:45am in Fellowship Hall.
Claire Grace, a Stillwater native and founder of the Show Compassion
Foundation, will be the speaker and will inspire the children and youth to
consider how they can use their gift to make an impact. Parents and
congregation members are invited to the Kickoff on Sept. 12 to hear more
about the program and consider ways you might want to join the children
and youth in their generosity!
After the kickoff, they’ll have 2 months to learn about needs, listen for
God’s call to give, multiply their gift by inviting others to join them, and
carry out their giving. Children and youth will share stories of how the
money was used in worship on November 14th.

Food Safety Training
Sunday, September 12 at 12:15 pm
in Fellowship Hall
Are you a regular volunteer in our kitchens? Have you considered
helping with our Saturday brunch ministry? If so, you are invited to
join us for food safety training, a yearly requirement for us to
continue as part of The Emergency Food Assistance Program (this is
what allows us to receive food from the regional food bank to
supplement our brunch ministry). Whether you have been a long-time
volunteer or are only just getting involved, we hope you will join us for
this 30-minute training workshop.

Delivered Out of Empire
Thursdays, October 7 - December 16
at 12:00 pm via Zoom; led by Pastor Leah and
Associate Pastor Jenny
The book of Exodus brims with dramatic stories
familiar to most of us: the burning bush,
Moses’ ringing proclamation to Pharaoh to “Let
my people go,” the parting of the Red Sea.
These signs of God’s liberating agency have
sustained oppressed people seeking
deliverance over the ages. But Exodus is also a
complex book. Reading the text firsthand, one
encounters multilayered narratives: about
entrenched socioeconomic systems that exploit
the vulnerable, the mysterious action of the
divine, and the giving of a new law meant to
set the people of Israel apart. How does a
contemporary reader make sense of it all? And
what does Exodus have to say about our own
systems of domination and economic excess?
Join us for an in-depth study of the book of
Exodus, using Walter Brueggemann’s new
guide, Delivered Out of Empire. This Bible study
will take us through the first half of Exodus. We
will continue with our study of the second half
of Exodus in 2022.
To register for this class, contact Associate
Pastor Jenny Hardin at
jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Children and Worship
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are invited to come to Children
and Worship each Sunday in the Westminster Room following the
Time with Children at the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
This age-appropriate worship time includes singing and signing,
praying and scripture story-telling. There is also a time to respond
to the sacred stories using art, books, puzzles, or working with the
stories they have just seen and heard. As we respond to God’s
love, we also have a time for children to offer their coins or
talents. Parents may pick up children in the Westminster Room
immediately following worship.
Parents, please note: On communion days, your child will be
brought back to the sanctuary during the singing of the doxology
following the Offering. We value children experiencing the
sacrament with their families and congregation.

Children & Worship Training
For all Storytellers, Helpers, & Youth Helpers
Sunday, September 12
12:15-1:15pm—All Children & Worship Volunteers
1:15-2:00pm—Storytellers Only
Grab a light lunch in the Hospitality Area and head down
to the Children & Worship room to eat as we begin
training. Child care is available (RSVP for child care to
Jenna at jenna.stillwaterfpc.org).

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES
Every Sunday from 9:45-10:45am – begins and ends in the Worship Center!
Faith Kid-nection
Sunday School for children ages 4 and 5
Children Pre-K to Kindergarten age are invited to join in play, games and songs as we explore God’s love,
grow in faith, and learn how to share God’s love with others using the Walk with Me curriculum. This class
meets in room 122 in the preschool wing, and begins and ends in the Worship Center.
Teachers: Melody Reavis and Dustin Charter
SpiritLink for 1st-5th graders
SpiritLink is a workshop rotation-model Sunday School in which students learn about a Bible story or theme
from different perspectives throughout each unit. Lessons are told throughout the year using various ways of
learning: art, science, computers, storytelling, cooking, movies, drama, and more!
Creators: 1st-3rd graders – Shepherd: Jenny Broyles
Makers: 4th-5th grades – Shepherd: Suzii Parsons
Our unit for this fall is Seeing Jesus with a focused study on Matthew 25 (hungry, thirsty, stranger, poor, sick, imprisoned).
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY
SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES FOR YOUTH
9:45-10:45am in the Youth Suite
Middle School (grades 6-7) (Youth Suite Blue Room)
Connect – connecting God’s big story. Focused on the Old Testament, they’ll
explore the scripture, and learn and share thoughts and ideas about the
week’s Bible story or theme.
Teachers: Haley Brobston and Tim Krehbiel
Junior High (grades 8-9) (Youth Suite Orange Room)
The Greatest Commandment
This class will explore what it means to Love God, Love Self, and Love Others,
including discussions on relationships and faith and human sexuality.
Teachers: Brenda and Kelly Nipp, Claire Leffingwell
Senior High (grades 10-12) (Youth Suite- Main Area)
Sticky Faith: Nurturing Faith Beyond High School. Senior high youth will build
a solid faith foundation for the struggles they will face in college.
Teachers: Mindy Martin, Elijah Ankrom, Caroline Mosier

PYG (Presbyterian Youth Group)
For ALL 6th-12th graders
Sundays, 5:00-6:30 p.m. in the FPC Courtyard
(due to COVID, we will try to meet outside as
much as possible)
PYG is a time for connection, fellowship,
discipleship, and living our faith. At PYG, we play,
laugh, pray, study scripture, serve, ask big
questions, and grow as faithful disciples. Join us!
Upcoming PYG Calendar
September
5
No PYG (Happy Labor Day!)
12
PYG
18
Camp Day @ Camp Loughridge
(2:00- 8:00pm)
25
Mission Day (Time TBA)
26
No PYG
October
3
PYG
10
PYG
17
PYG
22-23 FPC Campout

Register for Camp Day by September 8!
Register here: www.stillwaterfpc.org/fellowship
We will coordinate carpooling (in masks with windows
down) from the church on September 18. Let us know in
the registration if you would like to carpool or if you will
drive your family!

www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT EDUCATION
Adult Sunday School
9:45 am on Sunday mornings
Feasting on the Word
Sundays, August 22 - November 21
led by Denise Rex
Meets in the Upper Room (south end of second floor)
Feasting on the Word follows the Revised Common Lectionary, inviting participants into the rhythm of the church year. Join
us to explore questions that will help us better understand the biblical passage for the week.
Table Talk
Sundays, August 22 - September 26
led by Casey Campbell and the Stewardship & Finance Committee
Meets in Fellowship Hall
This fall, you’re invited to the FPC table to join us in a six-week conversation about our church
family - the blessings and problems the past year brought; our hopes and dreams for the future;
how we can support one another and our community. So grab a cup of coffee, sit with us, and let’s
talk….
First Steps: An Introduction to the Presbyterian Church
Sundays, October 3-17
led by Pastor Leah & the Communications & Connecting Committee
Meets in Fellowship Hall
New to the Christian faith or being Presbyterian? New to FPC Stillwater? Join in First Steps this
October, a three-part series that covers what Presbyterians believe, the mission of FPC Stillwater,
and more. This class will include a full building tour!
The Universal Christ
Sundays, October 3 - November 28
led by Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin and The Adult Ministry Committee
Meets in the Multipurpose Room
The Universal Christ, a book by Fr. Richard Rohr, explores the inherent sacredness of the world and every
one and thing in it. We will use this book as a guide to our own exploration as we reflect on and practice
what it means to live “in Christ.”

Becoming Brave
Tuesdays, September 14 - November 30 (Note the new start date!)
at 3:00 pm on Zoom; led by Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin
From the cover: "In Becoming Brave, Brenda Salter McNeil calls us out of passivity and into
action. Looking through the lens of the biblical narrative of Esther, McNeil challenges us to be
everyday activists who become courageous enough to break the silence and work together
with others to repair broken systems of injustice."
This book study is part of an ongoing book group through Cimarron Presbytery. All are
welcome to join. Contact Associate Pastor Jenny Hardin (jenny.hardin@stillwaterfpc.org) to be
added to the email list.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Couple Check-up Small Group!
The Second Sunday of each month at 4:00
pm on the Southeast Porch.
Using resources from Prepare/Enrich, we will
be covering topics such as communication,
conflict, relationship roles, and spirituality.
Child care will be provided.
Next meeting will be September 12th.

PW NEWS

Join us for this monthly fellowship gathering
where we discuss topics that are pertinent to our
faith. Beginning this fall, our conversations will be
guided by what it means to be the church.

Intergenerational Mission Trip
Postponed

PW/Circle will meet Wednesday, September 8, at 10:00
a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Pastor Leah will begin the new
2021-2022 PW/Horizons Bible Study, What My
Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus by Merryl Blair. Study books
will be available at the meeting. All who attend will need to
wear a mask.
If you have any questions about PW/Circle please contact
Mary McKinley, moderator at 377-4367. All women and
guests are welcome.

It is with great sorrow that we
announce the decision to postpone
our mission trip to Goodland Academy.
Stay tuned for rescheduling information!
~Your 2021 Mission Trip Planning Team

UKirk is a ministry of the Presbyterian Church
(USA). “U” stands for “university,” and “Kirk”
draws from Presbyterian Scottish heritage as
the word for “church.”
UKirk meets every Sunday at 6:30 pm for Bible
study and will gather for fellowship meals on the following
dates:
 Sunday, September 19
 Sunday, October 31
 Friday, November 19
 Sunday, December 5
Want to learn more or know a student who would like to get
involved? Contact Associate Pastor Jenny for more
information!

Intergenerational Mission Work Day!
Saturday, September 25th, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
We will meet at FPC at 8:00 am and begin the day
with a prayer before departing for the work sites of
some of our local partner/mission agencies. We’ll
meet back at the church at 12:30 pm for lunch and
a closing devotion. More details about which
agencies we’ll be working with to come in the next
few weeks! Mark your calendars now and make
plans to join us. This event is open to everyone, 6th
grade and older.
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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MUSIC & WORSHIP AT FPC
Chancel Choir is back in session and eager to welcome new members! All who are 6th grade and older are invited to
participate. Rehearsals are Wednesdays 7:00-8:15 pm in the Westminster Room and Sunday mornings at 10:15 in the choir loft.
No experience is necessary––anyone can learn “on the job”. The choir sings at the 11:00 am service weekly. For more
information, please contact Director of Music Rebecca te Velde at rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org
Come and make a joyful noise with us!

Organ Renovation
As our pipe organ celebrates its 65th anniversary year, it is being
repaired and renovated for its next decades of service. Technicians
from the Reuter Organ Company have installed new keyboards and
refurbished pedals on the organ console and made repairs and
mechanical improvements in the Swell division, which is the part of
the organ that sits inside of the large wooden case with shuttered
openings. One group of volunteers formed a pipe-passing chain to
help the Reuter crew remove pipes in late July, and another group
did the same thing in reverse last week, making quick work of
getting our brand new gleaming trumpet pipes into the chamber,
every pipe custom made for our organ (Reuter even makes all of
their own metal sheets for pipe-making), as well as our freshlybathed oboe pipes that are almost unrecognizable in their new,
shiny state!
While most of this project deals with the organ’s mechanical health,
the new trumpet pipes add not only a new timbre of sound, but also
a filling-out of the organ’s full ensemble. It will be a joy to hear these
new pipes and their effect on our music-making!
To all who have made donations to our music ministry for the
continued care of our organ, Thank You!! We are very grateful to the
Faye Allene Rife Brown Foundation for a significant contribution to
this project, enabling its timely completion. With their gift, the
Brown Foundation Board acknowledges this organ’s importance not
only to our church, but also to the community at large, including the
wider community of musicians and music lovers in our state.
Thanks, also, to these individuals who have assisted the Reuter
craftsmen with removal and installation of the pipes: Dave and Cathy
Conway and grandkids Elliott and Emily, Tim and Maddox Krehbiel,
Ava Osborn, and Gary Holland.
Our organ was built in 1955 and dedicated in 1956 by the Reuter
Organ Company. Visit https://www.reuterorgan.com/organconstruction to see the process that has produced our new and
refurbished pipes!

Sunday, October 24 at 4:00pm

Anniversary Organ Recital
Rebecca te Velde, Organist
30th Anniversary
Reuter Pipe Organ Op. 1125
65th Anniversary Year
Presented as the Fall 2021 SOLI DEO GLORIA Concert

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Sunday, October 10th, 4:00 pm
FPC Courtyard
Join us with your furry, feathered, and scaly
family members for a time of worship and
celebration of God’s creatures. Bring your pet
or their picture for a blessing.
All pets must either be on a leash or in a travel
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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container of some
sort.
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FPC OUTREACH
Is the Spirit Nudging You to be a Stephen Minister?
Are you being called by God to serve those hurting in our congregation by training as
a Stephen Minister? If so, Stephen Minister Training will be offered in person
beginning October 4, 2021. Training sessions will be held at participating Stillwater
churches* from 6:30 until 9pm for 20 weeks. Cost is $50 for training materials;
financial assistance is available.
You can watch testimonial videos from people who are Stephen Ministers here. On
this same page, you can read how Stephen Ministers not only experience the joy of
making a difference in someone’s life, but also experience personal and spiritual
growth of their own.
Questions about Stephen Ministry, the training course, or how to enroll? Please talk to one of our five
Stephen Leaders--Kay Stewart, Carolyn Caldwell, Leah Hrachovec, Linda Burks and Linda Good.
Questions about what it’s like to be a Stephen Minister? Please talk to one of our current Stephen
Ministers—Mary Emmet, Gary Franklin, Ken McCarley, Mary McKinley, Ava Osborn, Denise Rex, and Danny
Vaughan.
*Participating Stillwater churches—First Presbyterian, First United Methodist, Lost Creek Methodist,
St. Francis Catholic, Sunnybrook Christian, and Zion Lutheran.

Sabbatical Report from Organist & Director of Music, Rebecca te Velde
Words cannot fully express my deep gratitude to this congregation and staff for the most precious gift of time––time
to delve into projects old and new, and time for family and travel. Every day I awoke in fresh amazement at this gift! I’m
sort of an “a la carte” person, preferring to attack big projects head-on in big chunks, so it really was a life-giving
experience to do just that for three whole months! In fact, every single day was both productive and restorative.
No, I certainly did not get everything done, but here’s some of what did happen: four trips, two of them to visit
grandson Charlie and his parents; attended Charlie’s baptism; worshiped in person and online with other faith
communities: got to hear son Brent play on Pentecost Sunday at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Richmond, VA, and
attended a service at a little church in Ottawa, KS where I sang in my mother’s junior choir as a kid, and where I met
people who still remember her(!); enjoyed weekend time to see granddaughter Sasha and her parents more often (the
time difference with Australia is always a formidable challenge); prepared and recorded a PipeTalk for “OrganFest 2021”,
a week-long virtual national American Guild of Organists “convention” that aired in July; cleaned out my home office–
almost; finally resolved numerous tech issues with a new laptop, phone, and music notation software; completed a fourroom home renovation, making space for my parents’ organ to fit in our living room (it is now en route from Seattle);
read stacks of old and current journals; composed a commissioned organ piece that will be premiered in Seattle next
year; began preparations with a new co-editor to begin work in September on our next volume of Oxford Hymn Settings
for Organists; and walked and drove many miles in many places with John.
In the end, 3 months felt like 3 weeks (whoosh) and, simultaneously, 6 months. I missed you all keenly, but I also got
to worship with you online every week! I am indebted to David Hughes and Marilyn King for their beautiful playing and
music leadership throughout the summer, and to Leah and all of our church staff and Personnel and Worship & Music
committees for the many ways that they enabled me to be away. It is great to be back! Thank you for a fantastic and
unforgettable summer of leave-time!
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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Worship at First Presbyterian
Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 am Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Hybrid Worship Service

Midweek Prayer
Wednesdays 12:10 pm online via Zoom

The Ambassador

You’re invited to join us for a Block Party! We had to
postpone our original plans in August, due to the heat.
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