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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 This worship service is a welcome space for children - wiggles, noise, and all!
While our nursery is not staffed this evening in order to allow our nursery workers
and volunteers an opportunity to be with family and worship, the nursery is open
in the north wing for families to use for little ones who may need a space to feed,
diaper change, or calm themselves.
 Children's Worship bags are located on the wooden tree in the rear of the
Sanctuary.
 Following communion, we will sing „Silent Night‟ by candlelight. Candles are
available in the Narthex. If you missed the candle table on your way in, please
collect one for each member of your family group. Glowstick candles are
available for those who would prefer them. Extinguishing stations are located
throughout the Sanctuary for use after the conclusion of worship.

INTERACTIVE CHRISTMAS STORY INSTRUCTIONS
Tonight as we hear the story of the birth of Jesus from scripture, YOU will have an opportunity
to be part of the story!
All worshipers are encouraged to chose a character to be, right from your pew (or at home
for those joining us on Facebook Live). Those worshiping in-person are invited to grab the
prop that goes with your character (didn‟t get a prop yet? Feel free to grab one in the
narthex!).
When you hear your character‟s name during the reading of the Christmas story, you‟ll do
your motion and say your phrase, as led by the nativity characters up front.
Joseph - “Mary‟s pregnant?!?!” (hold onto wood piece, arms in surprise)
Mary - ”Awww!” (rocking baby motion, blue fabric placed around neck like a stole)
Angel - “Do not be afraid!”(raise hands in air, wear halo)
Shepherd - “Yo, sheep!” (hold up shepherd‟s staff/candy cane)
Sheep - ”Baa!” (wear headband)
Wise Man - “Look! A star!” (pointing up, wear crown)
You are invited to take your prop home with you or return them to the bins following worship.

CELEBRATION OF THE INCARNATION
December 24, 2021 - 4:00 pm

Order of Divine Worship
ORGAN PRELUDE ................................................................................................... “Carol Fantasia” - D. Blackwell
GATHERING THE COMMUNITY
ORGAN FANARE................................................................................................... on Adeste Fideles

- R. te Velde

**CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
On this holiest of nights,
Community: We come, joining the shepherds who are stunned by wonder.
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Leader:
Community:
Leader:
Community:
Leader:
Community:

On this most silent night,
We come, our hopes and dreams joining those of Mary and Joseph.
On this night of carols and candlelight,
We come, our glad songs joining with the choirs of angels over us.
Oh come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

**OPENING CAROL 133 ................................................................... "O Come, All Ye Faithful", v. 1,3,4

- THE CHRISTMAS STORY THE ANGEL APPEARS TO JOSEPH AND MARY .............. Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 1:26-39

(NT p. 1; NT p. 53)

**CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 121 ...................................................... “O Little Town of Bethlehem”, v. 1,2,4
THE BIRTH OF JESUS ............................................................................................................... Luke 2:1-7 (NT pg. 54)
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE ................................................................................. “Love Has Come”, v. 1
Love has come: a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; Hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

THE ANGEL APPEARS TO THE SHEPHERDS ..................................................................... Luke 2:8-20 (NT pg.

54)

**CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 119 ...................................................... “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”, v. 1,3
THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN ...................................................................................... Matthew 2:1-12 (NT pg.

1)

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 151 ............................................................. “We Three Kings of Orient Are”, v. 1,5
THE WORD BECAME FLESH........................................................................................... John 1:1-5, 14 (NT pg.

86)

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God whose light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never put it out. I
believe that on a night like this in Bethlehem, there was born a Savior. I believe in the Word who
has become one of us, our very flesh and blood, yet full of grace and truth. I believe in his name
as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
rule and of his unique peace, there will be no end.

**CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 113 ................................................. “Angels We Have Heard on High”, v 1,3
CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS
In-person worshippers may place their offering in the plates at the front and rear of the Sanctuary.
You can make an offering at www.stillwaterfpc.org/giving, or text GIVE to 580-823-8264,
or mail a check to: First Presbyterian Church, 524 S. Duncan St., Stillwater, OK 74074

OFFERTORY ................................................................................................................................ “Away in a Manger”
**CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY ......................................................................................................................... 144, v.4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man, I would do my part.
Yet what I can I give him: give my heart.
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**PRAYER OF DEDICATION

+ THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER +
Everyone sharing God’s love is invited to participate in this Sacrament, whether a member of this
congregation or not. We rejoice and demonstrate God’s love for all people in Christ’s birth. Words in bold
and italics are sung responses during Communion.

THE INVITATION
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

One:
All:
One:
All:

May the God of silent nights be with you!
May the God of herald angels be with you!
Open your hearts to the One born in the little town of Bethlehem.
May Emmanuel come to abide in our hearts.
Join all believers in singing of our joy this night.
May our voices blend with those of the angels and shepherds.
Creator God….Therefore, we praise you:
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One
Come and worship, come and worship.
Worship Christ, the new born King!
You became human in Jesus….so we can be people of hope:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Holy God….Hear us as we pray:
Be near us, Lord Jesus; we ask Thee to stay
Close by us forever and love us, we pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.

INSTITUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS
Elements are served using Communion kits, each containing a wafer and juice.
Those seated in the center of the Sanctuary are asked to form two lines in the center aisle, beginning
with those seated nearest the Chancel and those seated in the north angle pews should come
forward to the far north server. After receiving elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. Those
seated in the balcony will have the elements brought to them.

COMMUNION SOLO .................................................................................................... “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
SHARING THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
The congregation receives the light from the Christ candle.
Please keep lighted candles upright while your neighbor receives light from you.
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“Silent Night, Holy Night”
1. Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

3. Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

2. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born;
Christ the Savior is born!"

4. Silent night, holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born;
Christ the Savior is born.

BENEDICTION
**PROCLAIMING LIGHT TO THE WORLD
“Joy to the World!”
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare Him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature
sing.
2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills,
and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the
sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found, far as the
curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
As we sing this last verse, raise your candle
as a gesture of God’s light
over the world and our lives.
4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of His righteousness,
and wonders of His love, and wonders
of His love,
and wonders, wonders of His love.

POSTLUDE ...................................................“Carillon on Antioch” (“Joy to the World”) - Mary Beth Bennett
Please extinguish your candle at one of the extinguishing stations in the Sanctuary or
using your empty Communion cup rather than blowing it out and then leave your
candles in the bins in the Narthex at the conclusion of worship.
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP THIS EVENING
Liturgists
Ushers
Mabrie Baldwin
Reese Campbell
Josie Leffingwell
David Conway
Kirk Mittelstet
Presider at Communion
Kathy Thomas
Leah Hrachovec, Pastor
Jenny Hardin, Associate Pastor
Communion Servers
David Conway
Organist and Music Director
Kirk Mittelstet
Rebecca te Velde
Kathy Thomas
Nativity Characters
Joseph: Quinn Baldwin
Mary: Karsen Riley
Shepherd: Lyle Eastman
Angel: Jenny Fowler
Wise Man: Noah Taylor
Sheep: Emmy Campbell, Nora Cooper
Greeters
Belinda Bruner
Rusty Rex

Musicians
Cello: Noah Taylor
Clarinet: Corinne Savage
Flute: Reese Campbell, Karsen Riley
Trumpet: Brandon Bowman
Vocalists: Mabrie Baldwin, Brandon
Bowman,
Josie Leffingwell
Bulletin Cover Design
Claire Leffingwell

Music Notes by Rebecca te Velde
We thank our youth musicians for their participation in leading our singing of “Silent Night” and “Joy to
the World”!
Prelude: This fun piece by David Blackwell (b. 1961) references a number of familiar carols, including “O
Come, All Ye Faithful”, “Ding Dong, Merrily on High”, “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”, “O Little Town of
Bethlehem” (Forest Green tune), and “The Holly and the Ivy”. After a “fake” quiet ending, a fiery interlude
leads to a reprisal of “Ding, Dong” in an exciting 7/8 rhythm, ending on full organ. Blackwell was the longtime Head of Music at Oxford University Press and is now a full-time freelance composer and arranger.
Postlude: Mary Beth Bennett (b. 1954) lives in Richmond, Virginia and is organist at Second Baptist Church.
In this triumphant setting of “Joy to the World”, she combines carillon motifs and harmonies with the
tune, which appears in various parts of the full texture.




Hymns from Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved.
“Carol Fantasia” by David Blackwell, ©2019 MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved.
“Carillon on Antioch” by Mary Beth Bennett from Oxford Hymn Settings for Organ Vol. 1, ©2014 Oxford University Press. All
rights reserved.

All copyrighted music used with permission to reprint, perform, podcast, and/or stream under ONE LICENSE #A-707358, CCLI
#4293331, and CCS #13219. All rights reserved.
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…Jean Aresco in memory of George & Betty McClellan and Sherry Aresco
…Ed & Andrea Arquitt in memory of Dr. & Mrs. CR Bender and Mr. & Mrs. GE Arquitt, Sr
…Beth Atess in memory of my parents, Bob & Veta Jo Fenimore
…Judi Baker in celebration of the meaningful Christmas season
…Nancy & Jim Beckstrom in celebration of family and friends near and far
…Anne Belanus in memory of Wally & Elaine MacPhee
…Tommie & Terry Berry in memory of Merilee Berry
…Elizabeth Bruce and family in memory of Charles W Bruce III
…Casey, Jenna, Reese & Emmy Campbell in memory of Bob Campbell
…The Chancel Choir in honor of Becky te Velde, our faithful leader, in recognition of her extraordinary
efforts to keep us connected through music during the pandemic
…Sandy Cohlmia in memory of K. Cohlmia, Mae & Mitch Cohlmia, and Margaret & Ned Stuart
…David & Cathy Conway in memory of our parents: John, Shirley, James & Mary C and Gram
…Dennis & Judy Ferrell in memory of loved ones who are no longer with us
…Nat Cooper & Leah Hrachovec in memory of Ruth Hrachovec
…Nat Cooper & Leah Hrachovec in memory of Tad Cooper
…Nat Cooper & Leah Hrachovec in celebration of the congregation of FPC
…Leah Eastman in memory of her mother Clema North
…Cathy & Steve Fairbanks in memory of our grandson, Steven Cornelius
…Cathy & Steve Fairbanks in memory of our parents Helen & Gus Fairbanks
…Cathy & Steve Fairbanks in memory of our parents Billie & Perk Powers
…George & Pat Gilliand in honor of our children, grandchildren and great grandchild
…Rod, Marilyn, Christopher, Emily and Sarah Hall in memory of Charles Bruce
…Rod, Marilyn, Christopher, Emily and Sarah Hall in honor of Elizabeth Bruce
…Guyla Houston in memory of Donald Houston, 1938 - 2020
…Dale Ingram in memory of my mother-in-law Mary Grace Gamel
…Pat Jaynes in honor of our military personnel
…Paula Kendrick in honor of family
…Billy McCollom & Ann Houston in celebration of this Christmas Season
…Lisa McGaw & John Gelder in memory of all the lives lost during this pandemic and thankful for the
hope that Christmas brings
…Ken & Mary McKinley in celebration of the Christmas season
…Ava & Lynn Osborn in memory of our parents
…the Rex family in memory of Glenn & Lou Ann Rex
…the Rex family in memory of Christine & Ray Parson
…the Rex family in memory of Dean Gaden
…Eric & Courtney Savage in celebration of family – past, present and future
…Jacqui Savage in memory of Don Savage
…Tim & Becky Schlais in memory of Dollie Day and Lucille Campbell
…Debby Schoenecke in memory of Michael Schoenecke
…David & Rosetta Silver in memory of David’s sister Nancy Jenkins
…David & Rosetta Silver in memory of Rosetta’s brother Martin Schmidt
…Dick & Cynthia Shawley in celebration of Christ’s birth
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…Betsy Showalter in honor of Church staff, volunteers and members
…Ted & Laura Smith in memory of Margaret Brown
…Ted & Laura Smith in memory of Ginny Smith
…Kay Stewart in gratitude for this faith community
…Aaron & Jill Stoutzenberger in celebration of Christ’s joy
…Libby Stott in honor of the Boydston family, the Stott family, Jerry Wilson, and the Good, Koehn and
Graber families and Jim Showalter
…Libby Stott in memory of Thomas Ray Thedford, Merril Stott, Harry & Hilde Wohlert, Ewald Friedle,
Norton Girault, Jim Williams, Jane Durham, John Wiebelt, Becky Furtado, Betty Stratton, Phyllis Leaghty,
Compo the cat, John Lewis, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg
…Becky Brewer Walker in memory of Jim Walker
…Becky Brewer Walker in memory of Bill Brewer
…Ann & Eddie Watkins in honor of the Chad Watkins family
…Ann & Eddie Watkins in honor of the Jeff Watkins family
…Janet Webster, Donna Webster and John Webster in loving memory of our niece and nephew, Jennifer
Jean Webster and Major Bradley James Webster
…Jim and Arletta Webster in memory of our parents G T & Marion Webster, George & Lorene Visser, our
daughter Jennifer Webster and our son
Brad Webster
…Matt & Georgia Wessel in celebration of Family and Friends
…Tom, Emily & Bryn Williams in memory of Eric & Mary Williams
…Tom, Emily & Bryn Williams in memory of James & Virginia Taff
…Mike & Mary Woods in memory of Mick & Betty Woods
…Mike & Mary Woods in memory of Travis & Gelene Gage and Steven Gage
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
The Church Office will be closed Monday December 27 and Friday
December 31.

Sunday, December 26
One Worship Service at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary

Sunday, January 2
One Worship Service at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary

Sunday, January 9
Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Two Services at 8:30 and 11:00 am in the Sanctuary
Sunday School classes resume at 9:45 am
Ordination and Installation of Deacons and Elders

The Christmas Joy Offering, supporting retired church
workers and education at PCUSA-related schools, will
be taken at both worship services tonight.

524 S. Duncan Street
Stillwater, OK 74074
405-372-5580
www.stillwaterfpc.org
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